
Mystery Photo
Do you hold the key to identifying these PS#1 Alumni? 
Please email Deirdre at deirdre@psone.org

Last issue's Mystery Photo was solved 
first by Debora and Tom McCown—they both 
saw the photo and fired off their responses. 
Pictured (left to right) are Delaney Simon, 
Kylie Clark and Alexandra McCown.
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November 20 School Tour, 8:45—10:45am

 27 Thanksgiving

 

December  4 School Tour, 8:45—10:45am

 5 Pajama Story Time, 6:30pm

 7 Ballona Wetlands Family Workday 
  and Picnic, 11:00am—1:30pm

 8 Dishversity Day

 18 School Tour, 8:45—10:45am

 20 Winter Break begins

January 5 School Begins

 9 Pajama Story Time, 6:30pm 

PS#1
1454 Euclid Street
Santa Monica CA 90404

The Sustainability Committee, generated from faculty and 
staff discussions, is committed to fostering an awareness 
and appreciation of our natural resources at home, at school 
and in our local community. We invite you to join us and the 
members of the student formed Environmental Club to a day 
at the Ballona Wetlands. There will be opportunities to serve 
as a steward in cleaning up the Ballona Creek Estuary, hear 
nature stories and picnic with family and friends on Sunday, 
December 7th between 11 am and 2 pm. If you are interested 
in joining us call our special events hotline _____.



In This Issue:

1

PAgE 1

Head's Column—Joel Pelcyger 

PAgES 2–3

Traditions…
First Day of School
First Day Coffee
All-School Picnic & Building Dedication
Father's Breakfast

PAgES 4–7

Curriculum Connections
Youngers, Bridge, Middles, Olders

PAgES 8–9 
Alumni Corner

PAgE 10 
Mystery Photo
The Environmental Club
Buffalo Building Acquisition
Save the Date

The Periscope
Volume 18, Number 4

Editors: 
Deirdre Gainor
Doug O’Brien

Designer:
David Mellen Design
 

Photography: 
Lucia Alcantara
Brandon Bogajewicz
Katie Freeman
Billy Hyunh  
Doug O'Brien
Briana Roth
Holly Swoope

PS#1
1454 Euclid Street
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310 394 1313 Tel
310 395 1093 Fax 
www.psone.org

Printed on recycled paper

 Last January, I had the opportunity to spend two weeks in 
New York City at Columbia University as one of twenty Heads 
of independent schools who were Klingenstein Visiting fellows 
(at Columbia’s expense).  We took classes together, did re-
search, and wrote papers, including one about our own philoso-
phy of education. 
 I defined my philosophy of education as consisting of four 
key elements: the inherent value of each child; the realization 
of the partnership between schools and families in raising chil-
dren together; the three core values of competence, confidence, 
and connection; and, fourth, developing and fostering a child’s 
responsible voice.  I have always been conscious of the need 
for young children to be in an environment that was knowable, 
comprehensible, and comfortable to them.  
 Schools are about shared values.  The more clarity with 
which those values and principles are spelled out when parents 
are deciding whether or not to enroll their most prized pos-
sessions (and teachers are deciding whether to work) in your 
school and the more fidelity to those shared values demon-
strated by everyone in the school community every day, the 
more successful and valuable a child’s educational experience 
will be.  
 My wife Ellie and I named our school PS#1 back in 1971 real-
izing the importance of schools being philosophically based to 
guide them on a consistent path.  We wanted to assure that 
we would always hold fast to the principles of pluralism in all 
its forms (diverse make-up of the student body from socio-eco-
nomic, racial, ethnic, family lifestyle perspectives; creating and 
sustaining a learning environment whereby difference is the 
norm; an emphasis on teaching to different learning styles of 
students; I could go on). 
 I have had the wonderful privilege and opportunity to work 
every day to put our philosophy into practice for almost four 
decades.  It’s been quite a ride; I think of it as a Lexus ‘pursuit 
of perfection’ ride.  We are always trying to make it better.

New Faces

Joyce Sachs

 You know Joyce Sachs as the founder of the PS#1 Grand-
parents Memoir Club and the grandmother of Olivia Fishman, and 
we are thrilled to add to her PS#1 resume by announcing that she 
is our newest Board Member and first grandparent to ever hold 
this position. 
 Joyce has been a true leader and pioneer in the areas of educa-
tion, politics, and nonprofits.  Her passion has always been in de-
veloping community relationships across religious and racial lines. 
Her most noted success was founding The Red Mountain School 
in 1972, an integrated and co-educational school in Birmingham, 
AL.  The curriculum was based on a work study program where 
each student went into the community to work for professionals 
in various areas. Joyce was recently honored at the school’s 35th 
reunion where she celebrated her students’, many of whom pur-
sued careers in the work study programs that she founded.  She is 
proud of having been a board member of Friends for Miles College, 
a black college in Birmingham, AL, which contributed to racial rela-
tionships in the seventies.  Joyce has also been an active political 
fundraiser and is an accomplished playwright.  Her play Equinox 
was shown at the Odyssey Theater in West Hollywood in 2006. 
We couldn’t imagine a more perfect fit for our pluralistic school.

 Humans need to feel emotionally safe in order to learn.  Our 
job then is to create atmospheres and environments in which it 
is safe to make a mistake, where you are recognized for your 
talents and abilities and opinions regardless of the nature of 
those traits.  Personal growth comes from learning from our 
mistakes – for children and adults alike.  Helping children find 
their voice – by soliciting, encouraging, valuing, validating, 
and extending their opinions so they know you care about who 
they are and what they have to say - sustains our learning 
environment.
 Elementary schools need to be small in order to work, but 
too small can lead to insecurity for children in the real world.  
Too big, on the other hand, leads them to feel lost or insignifi-
cant.  We always want to be small enough to give every child 
and every family the ultimate personal experience in elementa-
ry school education.  And we want to be large enough to be able 
to meet the needs of everyone as much as possible as a school, 
as an institution, and as a community.  Our school is built the 
way an elementary school should be built, matching our school 
philosophy with our architectural program … one step at a time.  
 And I am proud to announce our next step – PS#1 has been 
able to purchase the Buffalo Building (see photo above).  This 
building sits adjacent to our library and multi-purpose room on 
Broadway.  With the acquisition of the Buffalo Building, we will 
be able to build everything that we have always wanted to build 
… for less money, in a shorter period of time, and still give us 
more space than we have ever had before.   
 Within the next few months, we will unfurl our new modified 
Master Site Plan at another meeting of our whole parent body.  
What I can honestly say for the first time ever, the comple-
tion of our dream campus - a unified space where everything 
we do can occur without crossing a street, without leaving the 
campus, without an adult always being present as a child moves 
from one part of our campus to another — the building of our 
educational utopia, is finally within reach.  

Our Next Step…

Head's Column

What I can honestly say for the first time 
ever, the completion of our dream campus… 
the building of our educational utopia, is 
finally within reach.  

Nancy Goglia

 Nancy Goglia has joined PS#1 as the Curriculum Coordina-
tor.  She doubled majored in theatre education and elementary 
education at Emerson College and earned her master’s degree in 
educational leadership from Chaminade University of Honolulu.  A 
credentialed K-8 teacher and educator of over thirty years, her ca-
reer has taken her from a fourth grade classroom in Connecticut to 
the Pacific Islands of Micronesia where she served as a Peace Corps 
Volunteer. She spent a decade in Hawaii as a sixth grade teacher 
and lower school division chair at Sacred Hearts Academy, Honolulu 
before relocating to Southern California where she was the first 
middle school director at Archer School for Girls. Most recently, she 
served as the associate director of teacher education at Pepperdine 
University Graduate School of Education and Psychology. 
 Committed for the long haul, Nancy has completed forty mara-
thons and five ultra marathons, including a fifty-miler.  She is the 
recipient of the Runner’s World Golden Shoe Award for her volun-
teer work with children.  Her academic research and field studies 
have been supported by grants from the American Association of 
University Women (AAUW) and the DeWitt Wallace Reader’s Digest 
Foundation.  Believing that teaching and learning are intertwined 
and that knowledge is acquired though exploration, experimenta-
tion and reflection, she is right at home in the PS#1 community. A 
fan of classics, non-fiction, quotes and puns, Nancy is proud to be 
owned by an elusive black cat named Diego.
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Lily Belle Estes with Grandparents Joanne and Gil Segel

The First Day of School

 How to describe the energy that builds 
outside the blue gate – children and 
parents waiting for the bell to ring, the 
bubbles to descend and the new school 
year to officially start. 

First Day Coffee

 Not only are our children excited for 
the first day of school but we, the par-
ents, are as well. We chose PS#1 because 
it was the right place for our children 
to learn and love the process, but what 
many of us did not know, at first, was 
how right it would be for us as well. How 
many fine people we would get to know. 
The first day of school gives us an op-
portunity to get reconnected, to find out 
new ways to be involved and to make new 
connections. This year was all that and 
more! Thanks to Rae Sanchini, Susan 
Hayden and the Parents guild for making 
it happen again this year.

All School Picnic 
and Building Dedication

 We weren’t sure about breaking the 
tradition of picnicking in Clover Park. 
Could we really take something that was 
ingrained into the fabric of the school 
and move it to the Field of Dreams? The 
dedication of the new building forced us 
to make the decision and afterword ev-
eryone agreed it worked out beautifully. 
Parents didn’t have to keep a steady eye 
on their children and were able to sink 
into uninterrupted conversations. The 
excitement of the ribbon cutting, the 
delectable food, the wonderful new fami-
lies and inviting ambiance of our school 
space made for a memorable picnic and 
dedication.

Fathers Breakfast 
Another great Success Thanks 
to Brent Shapiro 

 On Saturday October 3, 2008, Brent 
Shapiro (whose youngest daughter, Nicki 
(’09), is graduating PS#1 this Spring) 
hosted his last Fathers Breakfast on 
the Field of Dreams. About 10 years 
ago, Brent enriched the annual tradition 
where PS#1 fathers host breakfast for 
the PS#1 community. (Brent and Abbe 
Shapiro's oldest daughter, Sammie (’05), 
is a PS#1 alum.) 
 Each Fall Brent has gone the extra 
mile to organize this fun filled event so 
that we can all enjoy a delicious break-
fast of pancakes, bacon, sausage, bagels, 
donuts, coffee, OJ and other goodies. As 
always, Brent made sure that there was 
fun entertainment for the kids, includ-
ing the Animal guys, with their array of 
snakes, lizards, turtles and other exotic 
creatures, as well as miniature golf and 
face painting. 

Traditions… 
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 With Nicki graduating this year, 
Brent's tenure as the organizer has 
come to an end, and he is passing the 
spatula to myself and other PS#1 Dads. 
With Brent as our inspiration, we hope 
to be making pancakes for many years 
to come!! Thanks to Brent for all he has 
done to vitalize the Fathers Breakfast, 
a great PS#1 tradition.

By Mike Seplow 
father of Rachel (’11) and Danny (’13)

We All Look Forward To!



Youngers 

Make New Friends Day
Bridge 

Keeping Animals in an Elementary Classroom

54

Middles

Middles Cluster Pulls an All-Nighter

Curriculum Connections

Make New Friends Day is a relaxed and 
intimate setting for new and returning 
students to begin building community 
prior to the first formal day of school.  
Children can explore their environment 
while interacting with teachers, peers and 
parents. The teachers discuss the sche-
dule and events of the first day of school 
and prepare them by reading the book, 
The Kissing Hand. Many great connecti-
ons were made!

animals in the classroom is not only a 
way to learn about individual animals, it is 
educationally sound.  
 The first field trip of the 08-09 school 
year was to visit the “Big Red Barn” at 
the Los Angeles County Fair.  Our chil-
dren were enthralled watching the baby 
pigs interact, and seeing naked baby rats 
huddled in the corner of their nest.  They 
walked from exhibit to exhibit in awe with 
nature and a world that they are just 
discovering.  In our class we build on this 
wonderment.

 On Thursday, October 2, the Middles 
Cluster pulled an all-nighter… reading, 
that is! 
 Kids packed up sleeping bags, flash 
lights and a bunch of books and headed 
back to school (in their jammies!) for a 
night of reading, socializing and literary 
game playing. 
 We read, read, read and added sections 
for every book read to our new class pet – 
our bookworm! 
 We learned a new game, “golden 
Seats” which incorporated a variety of 
characters from some of our favorite 
books. 
 We also enjoyed “flashlight reading” 
before bedtime. 
 As a Cluster, we read over 2,210 pages 
of fiction and 1,090 pages of non-fiction! 
This event kicked off one of many Cluster 
adventures that we will be participating in  
throughout the year… stay tuned for more 
from the Middles. 

As you walk in Abbie/Billy’s classroom, 
you might wonder why it chirps, whistles, 
and coos.  Almost any animal kept in the 
classroom, whether it be a bird, lizard, 
spider, or cricket, provides interesting and 
stimulating, valuable learning experiences 
for children.  Animals fascinate them. 
They provide opportunities for children 
to gain stronger observational skills, il-
lustrate certain biological or ecological 
principles, foster a sense of empathy and 
responsibility, promote positive attitudes 
and build a sense of stewardship.  In our 
classroom the most coveted clean-up job 
is Animal Caretaker.  Having a turn to 
feed, clean and see to the essential wel-
fare of our class pets provides meaningful 
learning experiences for our students.
 When given time to watch, feed and 
care for animals, children become sci-
entists.  They hypothesize, and test out 
their ideas, draw conclusions and make 
connections.  For example, one morn-
ing two students came into the room 
before the bell rang and were surprised 
and amazed to see that Venom, the class 
tarantula, was out of its hiding place, a 
toilet paper roll, and in full view.  They 
began excitedly asking each other why it 
was out.  Answers were flying right and 
left.  Their conversation went something 
like this. “She’s probably going to die.”  
“No, maybe she likes it when no one is in 
the room.”  “Yeah, I think she’s probably 
shy.”  “Maybe she is nocturnal and got 
her days and nights mixed-up.”  Keeping 
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 On Friday, October 10th the PS#1 presidential candidates 
stood before the entire school under the oak tree on the Field of 
Dreams to give their speeches. The two olders classes chimed in 
with Patriotic songs. It was a good old-fashioned political rally 
that had everyone in a patriotic fever. It was a great Circle Time 
and many parents came to show their support.  
 In PS#1’s Storypath Presidential Election, the two fifth-sixth 
grade equivalent classes were divided up into three political 
parties. The members of each party then created platforms 
choosing from thirteen major national and world issues that the 
students had suggested. Next, conventions were held to select 
presidential candidates and each student applied for two jobs 
within the campaign. These included campaign manager, treasur-
er, speechwriter, art director and publicist, researcher and fact 
checker, and voter registrar. 
 The Imagine Party, the Change Party and the Freedom Party 
campaigned on campus through speeches, posters, buttons, and 
computer created commercials. Campaigns were limited to a fic-
titious budget of $1,000,000 and were carefully calculated using 
spreadsheets. As we go to press, polls on campus suggest that 
it is a tight race. The electorate includes all PS#1 students who 
have registered to vote and on November 4, as the country goes 
to the polls, our students will be casting their votes as well. 

Olders 

PS#1's Storypath Presidential Election Hot off the presses!

In the October issue of PHI DELTA KAP-
PAN The Journal for Education there 
is a wonderful article written by Margit 
Mcguire and John Waldman called gET 
REAL: Teaching About the Presidential 
Election. It is based on John’s teach-
ing experience at PS#1 during the last 
presidential election where he and Kristin 
Tone, his teaching partner, used the 
Storypath strategy to bring the national 
events to the forefront of the curriculum 
where they created a dynamic and excit-
ing learning experience for the students. 
The article is available in the office for 
anyone interested in reading further.

FREEDOM

CHANgE

Curriculum Connections IMAgINE
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Jopanky (Joe) Cantor (1978-82)
 Joe is a freelance photographer work-
ing out of Brooklyn, NY. At the age of 12, he 
became intrigued by photography through 
Jane Fonda’s political/visual and perform-
ing arts summer camp, Laurel Springs, in 
Santa Barbara. Joe first worked for custom 
guitar maker John Carruthers and neon/
plasma artist Larry Albright in Venice. 
Working as the house photographer at the 
El Rey Theatre, and as photo editor and staff 
photographer for local newspapers and 
magazines, Joe studied with noted pho-
tographers Julia Dean and Norman Seefe, 
and produced a solo portrait project, shown 
at the first Coachella music festival, which 
highlighted farm workers in Coachella 
 Joe has an Applied Science Degree in 
Commercial Photography from LaGuardia 
Community College, and a B of A from 
The City College Of New York in Studio 
Art/Electronic Design and Multi-Media. 
His work has been published in Town and 
Country, The Antique Magazine, and The 
New York Times. Joe is developing his wed-
ding photography business and you can see 
his portraits and art photography on his 
website, www.joecantor.com. Joe says he 
will never forget the great times he had at 
PS#1, camping, singing rock and roll clas-
sics, playing in the sandbox. 

Sammy Lynn Kurtzman-Counter (1977-82)  
 Sammy graduated Cum Laude from 
Crossroads in 1990 and attended Wesleyan 
University, where she graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa with High Honors in Women’s Stud-
ies and Film.  She danced professionally 
on TV and in dance companies throughout 
high school, college and beyond.  She calls 
it “a solid passion of mine, probably my 
deepest, earliest love.”  
 She started working in independent film 
as an electrician, and soon fell in love with 
documentaries, where she could exercise 
both her sociopolitical and creative inter-
ests.  She produced and shot the documen-
tary, I Remember Me, about chronic fatigue 
syndrome, which won numerous festival 
awards and aired on Sundance Channel. 
She directed two docu-series for Disney 
Channel:  one that followed a 13 year-old 
girls’ basketball team in Dayton, OH, and 
one that chronicled a group of ragtag high 
school musicians Hamilton High in Los 
Angeles.  These were followed by a film 
about teenagers raised by gay parents, and 
a short fiction film, One Sung Hero, about 
a “karaoke missionary” who saves people 
through the power of song. One Sung Hero 
premiered at Sundance in 2006. 
 Sammy moved from New York to LA 
in 2000, and fell in love with and married 
her best friend from Crossroads, a pro-
ducer/screenwriter named Alex Kurtzman.  
Their son, Jack Wilder Kurtzman, was born 
in 2006. Needing a little more schedule 
flexibility during the “mommy years,” 
Sammy recently started a still photography 
business, Whippersnapper Photography, 
specializing in documentary portraiture of 
kids and families  (check it out:  www.whip-
persnapperphotos.com.)  About mother

hood she says, “it is the most amazing and 
important thing I’ve ever done, no question.  
Right now I spend my days trying to foster 
the kind of fertile mind in my son that I feel 
like I garnered from my first years at PS#1.  
PS#1 imparted in me a love of learning that 
I treasure and carry with me to this day.  I 
loved school throughout my academic ca-
reer, and I truly believe that was because I 
learned to be genuinely inquisitive, creative 
and confident in my thinking as a result of 
my time at PS#1.” 

Brandi Johnson (1985-90) 
 Brandi graduated from UCLA in History 
and attended Pepperdine for Graduate 
School with every intention of becoming a 
teacher.  She became interested in speech 
therapy there and has become an indepen-
dent speech therapist with Speech, Lan-
guage and Education Associates. She works 
with children who may be late talkers, 
Downs Syndrome children and some with 
more severe speech problems. 
 Brandi lives in South Pasadena with her 
husband, Neil Matheson, who is an invest-
ment banker in Westwood.  PS#1 parent 
and minister, Doyt Conn, performed their 
marriage ceremony. Brandi remembers all 
her old friends from PS#1, and would love 
to hear from Sonja Shipley, Annabelle Miller 
and Celene Temkin, among others.  People 
wanting to get in touch with old friends can 
always write to the school and we will hook 
you up.

Cathy Coil Nevin
 Former PS#1 staff member, Cathy Coil, 
got the grand tour of the school from Joel 
in September.  Cathy worked in the late 
‘70’s in the day school and as our aftercare 
director and quickly became a good friend 
of both families and staff.  She’ll be remem-
bered by the grads of 1980 for her pres-
ence at their campout and at the Samuels’ 
Running Springs cabin stay of ’79.  Cathy 
moved to Santa Barbara and became a 
labor lawyer, and a valuable advisor to the 
school in the '80s.  She later married an 
emergency room physician, Jim Nevin, of 
Indianapolis and moved to Indiana, where 
she continues to practice law.  Cathy keeps 
close touch with the school and continues 
to be our fond friend.

James Weinberger (1994-01) 
 James is fully engaged in his Sopho-
more year at Duke University where he's 
on the Dean's List, was chosen as one of 
the student ambassadors representing the 
university to dignitaries and visitors on 
campus, and was the first Freshman ever 
to be elected as president of his fraternity.  
He thrilled himself and shocked his parents 
when he successfully made it as a "walk-on" 
to the Duke Division 1 Varsity Football Team 
this year (as corner back).  In true PS#1 
style, he is embracing an excellent liberal 
arts education by pursuing a wide range 
of academic passions which include sci-
ence (bioethics), politics, business, theater 
and psychology.  He maintains many fond 
memories of his early years at PS#1 where 
he made friendships that he still enjoys 
today.

Laura Simon (1995-2002) 
entered the School of 
Communications at Boston 
College this fall. Here she 
is in her dorm room saying 
good bye to her dad

 A decade is a long time to go without 
seeing someone. 13 odd years is even lon-
ger. For someone like me in his mid-twen-
ties that’s half of my life. A lot of things 
happen in a decade: High school, college, 
love, heartbreak, travels, body hair, etc. 
Then again, some things never change. 
That’s kind of how I felt when I walked into 
O’Brien’s on Main St in Santa Monica in 
early September. I was there to surprise an 
old friend from PS#1 who had sent out a 
Facebook invite to his bands performance. 
Daniel Mark (1995) was one of my bet-
ter friends back in the days on Euclid but 
I hadn’t seen him since the Unabomber 
was a front page story. I was a bit nervous 
walking into the bar. Would I recognize him? 
Would he recognize me? Would his band 
be terrible and I would have to feign enjoy-
ment for the next hour? Tension was high 
but luckily the lights were low and I slipped 
onto a stool in the back and waited for 
the music. Daniel’s band, Lost And Found 
(http://www.myspace.com/lostnfoundla), 
is made up of musicians older than Dan-
iel by two decades or more and he lends 
the group a noticeable “cool factor” with 
youth and energy. The group describes 
themselves as “Folk Fusion” but it’s what 
they fuse their “folk” with that made for a 
rollicking good show. The whole band took 
turns on lead vocals as they steamrolled 
through covers varying from Johnny Cash 
to Sublime. Daniel himself more than held 
his own during his rendition of Blues Trav-
eler’s “Hook.” What was unexpected (but 
somehow not surprising for a PS#1 grad) 
was that Daniel had only begun playing the 
mandolin 8 months earlier. Having been 
trained on the violin for years he claims 
it wasn’t much of a leap, but to see him 
wail on it I beg to differ. What an awesome 
achievement. 
 While the show was certainly a treat, it 
was talking to Daniel after the show that 

was the real highlight. There is nothing 
quite like reconnecting with an old friend 
from PS#1. Whether it’s been 12 days or 12 
years, there is an undeniable bond that we 
all share. As expected, Daniel has been up 
to all kinds of adventures since he moved 
on from PS#1’s campus. Continuing in that 
vein, he was headed out on a month long 
cross country RAIL-road trip a few days 
later. Packing just a few clothes and his 
mandolin, he was hitting the rails to see 
what the world was made of. We talked a 
bit and caught up on a few things and then 
we parted ways, content that whenever we 
connect again it will be a good time.
 The last time I saw Alexi glickman 
(1986-93), Zack Ehrlich (1986-93), and 
Ryan Browne (1987-93)  they were playing 
Weezer covers during the Pinkerton days 
(1996/97 if you don’t know). Since Weezer 
had gone on to release 4 albums since then, 
I figured I had better see what my former 
classmates had been up to. I was delighted 
to find out that they had found their own 
musical trajectory in the form of The Bot-
ticellis (http://www.myspace.com/thebot-
ticellis). Having settled in San Francisco, 
Glickman and Ehrlich formed the group 
with some other musicians and recently re-
cruited their old band-mate Browne. It was 
clearly a treat to catch up with them after 
so long and swap stories from the past de-
cade plus. It was an even bigger treat once 
they hit the stage and cranked out a set of 
tunes that had the whole room grooving 
along with them. 
 There is something so comforting in 
seeing old friends after such a long time 
while still having a strong sense of comfort 
and familiarity. I feel so lucky to have been 
able to share in the formative years of all 
of these young musicians. What an honor 
to see them now grown and making an im-
pression on the world around them. When 
friends would ask me where I was going 
during that busy week, they were always 
surprised to hear who I was seeing and 
how long it had been since I had seen them. 
It’s no shock that PS#1 is unlike any other 
school but it’s still nice to be reminded of 
what a unique experience we all shared. 
I may not bump into another PS#1 Alum in 
a while but I know that when I do, it will be 
a pleasure. 

We try to include as many Alumni updates as space 
allows. If you were not included in this column, and you 
sent us an update, please look for your feature in an 
upcoming issue. We love hearing your news!
 Check out the website this spring . We are creatingCheck out the website this spring . We are creating 
a portal where all the alumni updates will be available.

Alumni Perspective

We featured Brandon Bogajewicz’s (1987-
94) amazing Mein08 adventure that took 
him across the United States in a recent 
Periscope issue, but a lot has happened 
in Brandon’s life since that report. Most 
notably he moved to Poland where he 
created and hosts a successful TV show 
called “Slanguage”. Luckily for us, after 
shooting the first season, he decided to 
come back to the States for some R&R.
Enjoy the following two pieces that 
Brandon put together while roving and 
reporting as he reconnected with PS#1 
classmates. 
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A photo by Joe Cantor

Sammy Kurtzman-Counter 
and her son Jack


