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What’s New?



Letter to the Editor

We encourage our readers to send in their thoughts, opinions and ideas to Amanda@psone.org

Joel,

We’ve shared this dream with you and couldn’t be more delighted 
that it has become a reality.  Just the other day, Alan and I were 
talking about the beginning of our love affair with PS1.  We were 
reminiscing about the little house across the street where it all 
began for our family. You and the school have contributed greatly 
to our lives and the accomplishments of our children. 

We celebrate the bright future of all the PS1 families and teachers 
with you.

Love, 
Sharon + Alan Wertheimer 
(parents of Harley Wertheimer ’99 and Molly Wertheimer ’02)

In This Issue:
PAge	1

Head’s Column

Pages 2–3

Traditions Old and New

PAge	4–7

Curriculum Connections

PAgeS	8–9 
Alumni Corner

BACK	COVeR 
Mystery Photo
Save The Date!
PS1 Green Fact

At	PS1,	we	recognize	that	every	
child	is	unique,	so	we	built	a	
school	that	nurtures	individual	
talents	and	learning	styles.	
That’s	how	children	become	
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New Faces

Amanda Perla Jayme PohlDeirdre Gainor Lucus Marshall

We have several new faces on campus this 
year. Please help us welcome Deirdre Gainor 
in her new role as Director of Advancement; 
Amanda Perla, Director of Admissions; 
Jayme Pohl, Youngers Teacher; and Lucas 
Marshall, Aftercare
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Head's Column

 How appropriate!  The theme for this issue of PeriScope is “What’s New?”  At a time when 
we have a new MPR, art room, music room, library, offices, play yard, and community room — 
when the visibility of the school to the outside world has increased exponentially — when we 
have a new logo that so brilliantly captures the essence of the school — the visual answers to 
this question surround us every single day.  Come on to the new “town square’ on the Euclid 
yard any morning just before school starts and you will see 150 people, 20 different activities 
and multiple groups smiling and chatting and playing and interacting — bubbling with energy 
and enthusiasm in spontaneous assemblies that makes me feel as though I am in PS1-ville.  
Any one of these changes would be significant; taken together, they represent a historic and 
monumental emergence in the life of PS1.
 When I think of ‘what’s new?’, I also go deeper.  It is said by some that beauty is only skin 
deep.  Thinking about what is new brings me always to reflect on the school mission, to 
not what is new but rather what is so deeply ingrained in the fabric, purpose, vision, rituals, 
programs, curriculum, and traditions of our school and community that they uniquely define 
and describe us.  When the mission is clearly stated and understood by all constituencies, 
it serves as the guide to everything that happens in the education of young children, in the 
building of a school community, and in the work to assure that the school flourishes and 
thrives for many years to come.
 Two years ago we formed a group called the Strategic Vision Task Force.  The ever-
growing and ever-changing group consists of parents, Board members, administrators, 
and teachers.  We’ve talked and written about pluralism as the defining characteristic of 
our school program, practice, and philosophy.  This is, in fact, the Year of Pluralism on 
our campus.  The new signage on our buildings, in words and symbols, demonstrates our 
commitment.  
 For many years, we shied away from emphasizing the use of the word ‘Pluralistic’ thinking 
it was too much of a mouthful for children.  With the help of our Strategic Vision Task Force, 
we are now working to assure that everyone knows what it means to be a pluralistic school.  
In 1971, Ellie and I could have named the school after a town, a street, an animal, a person, or a 
tree.  We decided instead to name it after a philosophy, a way of life, a calling to attention the 
motto of the United States of America — ‘E Pluribus Unum’.  Pluralism describes the honoring 
of the individual in the context of community; it represents inclusiveness and the valuing of 
diversity in all of its forms; it emphasizes the teaching of children in different ways, times, and 
rates from each other; and it is what focuses our commitment to celebrating differences so 
that fitting in can be about being yourself rather than adjusting your likes, your attitudes, and 
your choices to what others want you to be.    
 What’s new is that we are developing a common language to talk about our school and 
what it stands for under the umbrella of pluralism.  The Strategic Vision Task Force is working 
with our faculty and administration to write a Strategic Action Plan that can direct us on 
a common path as we go forward.  I welcome your input (write me at Joel@psone.org) 
regarding the steps you think we can take in accomplishing the following four strategic goals.

 Joel Pelcyger, Head of School

Thinking about what is new brings me always to 
reflect on the school mission, to not what is new 
but rather what is so deeply ingrained in the fabric, 
purpose, vision, rituals, programs, curriculum, and 
traditions of our school and community that they 
uniquely define and describe us.

e	Plurabis	Unum
Strategic	goals:

1.		establish	PS1	as	the	foremost	proponent			
	 of	educational	pluralism	and	the	model			
	 for	urban	elementary	education.

2.	Strengthen	and	evolve	our	educational		 	
	 programs	to	meet	the	changing	needs		 	
	 of	the	21st	century	in	emphasizing	the		 	
	 engagement	phase	of	life.

3.	Institutionalize	the	vision,	traditions,		 	
	 and	values	that	define	PS1’s	unique		 	
	 school	culture.

4.	Create	and	implement	a	viable,	long-	 	
	 term	plan	that	will	ensure	PS1’s		
	 sustainability	—	financial,	demographic,			
	 environmental,	global,	and	programmatic.
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Clubs	

Student Council or Cooking, Seuss 
Society or Bathroom Beautification, 
Collage or Yearbook… This year, students 
are participating in one of sixteen clubs 
sponsored by faculty and administrators. 
Students watched “Infomercials” filmed 
by Club co-sponsors in order to decide 
which ones piqued their interest. All 
students are placed in one of their top 
five Club picks and join together with 
students of all ages. PS1’s version of 
Electives is a great way for students to 
try new things, learn about new subjects, 
all the while making new friends. 

New	Parent	Coffee	

As you know, the strength of our 
community is one of our greatest assets. 
We pay special attention to our new 
families each year, making sure they feel 
welcomed and informed. Our new parents 
gathered together at the Funnel Mill for 
the first of several New Parent Coffees 
to get to know one another and share 
their PS1 experiences. PS1 Parents’ Guild 
representatives were in attendance 
to meet and greet the new parents.

Building	Dedication	

Amidst the roar of the Fall Festival and 
Book Fair, pure and clear voices began to 
drift down from the new bridge. Activities 
stopped and heads turned. Students 
from the Middles cluster began singing 
Somewhere Over the Rainbow. Santa 
Monica Mayor Richard Bloom and Joel 
spoke to the crowd. And they were joined 
by, from left, Ellie Pelcyger, Matt Schwab, 
Sharon Morrill, and Joanne Van Emburgh 
to cut the ribbons, festooned with the 
3C’s of Competence, Confidence, and 
Connection. The building was dedicated, 
the children swooped in to collect souve-
nirs of the event, and the Festival played on. 
In a year or two, it will be hard to remem-
ber the campus looked any other way. 

Fall	Festival/Book	Fair	

This year’s Fall/Book Fair Festival was a 
great success. We had a huge turnout of 
past, current, and prospective families, in 
addition to friends, neighbors, and local 
community members. PS1 parents planned 
a wonderful event, and everyone enjoyed 
karaoke, kettle corn, and of course, books! 
From ice cream making to magnetic LED 
art, the challenging and creative activities 
kept the children engaged for hours. Thanks 
to all the volunteers for making this day 
so much fun for the entire community.

Traditions Old and New
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First	Day	of	School	

A time honored tradition with a twist — 
children waiting outside the BROWN 
GATE — waiting to enter a schoolyard 
they had never seen before — trusting 
that no matter how much the building, the 
landscaping, and the gate had changed, 
their school was going to be just right for 
them. And it was, and more!!

euclid	Yard/Drop	Off	

Mornings at PS1 are a great time for the 
whole family! Before the school day begins, 
students play outside and families gather 
to socialize on the Euclid yard, in our new 
Town Square. Once they enter through 
the Brown Gate in the morning, students 
remain inside campus to attend Music, 
Art, and Library classes in their brand new 
homes. The MPR is often used for PE, and 
these spaces are available for student use 
during recess times as well. The unified 
campus is enhancing the students’ experi-
ences and bring our community even 
closer together.

Shuttle	Flies	Over	PS1	

September 21, 2012 was a typical hot, sunny California Friday.  It was my first ever PS1 Memoir Club.  I didn’t really KNOW what the 
Memoir Club was, but my love for my grandson Ian and my desire to “be involved” led me to attend.
 Joyce Sachs, our charming and immensely talented leader, pointed out that today was special due to the space shuttle Endeavor’s 
arrival at LAX.  It was our task to write about our own remembrances of the space program.  Our group tackled the task with exuber-
ance and the results revealed many different reflections on our personal experiences from Sputnik to the demise of the Challenger. 
 As we were reading our essays aloud, a great tumult of activity was heard from beyond the door of the multi-purpose room on the 
second floor.  Suddenly, students of all ages were congregating on the second floor bridge.  It took no time for our group to realize 
that it must be the Endeavor flying over PS1!  In seconds, the Memoir grandparents were on their feet and heading for the bridge.
 I spotted Ian down below on the Euclid play area and with a nod from Ellie, I raced down the stairs to share this monumental 
moment in history with my grandson. I will always be grateful that my initiation to the Memoir Club brought this treasured memory.
 I later heard of a different school that did not allow their students to even stand by the window to catch a glimpse of the Endeavor. 
I am so grateful for the spontaneity and soul of Ian’s new school.
 Billie Fischer (Grandmother of Ian LaPorta in Youngers)

Traditions Old and New
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Moonlight Masquerade was the culminating celebration of the 
Middles Cluster’s study of favorite literary characters and authors.  
In the days preceding, students researched facts and trivia about 
their subject.  Assuming the personae of their characters at the 
evening masquerade, masked students rotated through four 
literary stations in the classrooms.  Then, gazing skyward from the 
piazza, students were regaled by an ancient Indian myth about the 
division of night and day.  The first-time-ever event concluded with 
a slide show, photo booth, dance and refreshments.

Curriculum Connections

For Youngers Cluster, it’s all new – friendships, teaching teams, a 
grassy green front yard, and program activities that keep kids on 
the move.  We have been exploring ways to utilize the new spaces 
throughout campus for our new units of study, such as using the 
garden outside of Joel’s office to support our scientific sketching 
and writing. 



Curriculum Connections

The Bridge Cluster has been learning about inventors and 
inventions.  Classrooms melded when students formed small 
groups to develop original skits about inventors.  The unit 
rocketed into our Circle Time program in which a futuristic 
spacecraft commandeered by PS1 students from the year 2071 
lands in the middle of a very unusual museum where inventors 
come to life.

Five teachers work in unison in the Olders Cluster.  Each morning 
begins with a quintet of Advisory group meetings during which 
students check-in, share progress reports on assignments, and 
sort out the details of the day.  Our curriculum for social-emotional 
development and problem solving helps to connect everyone and 
balance our responsibilities as individuals and members of 
a community. 

“What’s New?”
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Our fabulous Library was designed around how our students love 
to read.  There are nooks and crannies to settle down for private 
time with a favorite author.  There is ample open seating for Book 
Breakfasts, Pajama Storytime and whole class read alouds.  Just 
like PS1’s extensive collection of books, the physical space now 
offers something for everyone!

Curriculum	Connections

The brand new Art Room, now located on main campus, is serene 
and inviting.  In addition to class time, the room is accessible to 
students during lunch recesses. Whether working indoors at the 
tables and outside on our beautiful patio, seemingly limitless 
unique and earth-friendly materials plus traditional craft supplies 
and tools are now readily available to our artists. We all have to 
pinch ourselves to make sure we aren’t dreaming!  
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Curriculum	Connections

The new Music Room is spacious, well-equipped, and in the center 
of campus!  The space allows for flexibility in configuration to 
accommodate a large drum circle, choreography, a full set of 
xylophones and metallophones, or the PS1 Chorus.  Students enjoy 
easy access to their music room throughout the week.

P.E. classes take to fresh ground on the Euclid Yard on the new 
soccer field and sport court and in our MPR.  Whatever the surface, 
our students engage in original hybrid games and activities that 
incorporate non-competitive goals into traditional sports.  In all, 
the outcome is skill development, teamwork and a sustainable 
healthy lifestyle.
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The	PS1	Alumni	Association

Veronica Crow, 2004–10
 I have been playing soccer (both 
school and club) and ran track for 
Harvard Westlake as well. School soccer 
and club soccer have allowed me to 
travel around the country to places 
like Oregon (we played at Nike head-
quarters), Chicago, Phoenix, and Las 
Vegas.  I have been doing well — all A’s, 
am on the honor roll, and I have been 
participating in photography 
and orchestra.

Sonia Shipley Leyva, 1985–91
 Sonia and her husband have moved 
to Massachusetts to help a branch of 
her family through illness.  Sonia has, 
herself, struggled with disability for the 
last several years and has learned a lot 
about working through adversity with 
loving energy.  She is caring for a toddler 
granddaughter and writes: “It was a 
whirlwind decision but, because both 
my husband and myself had relatives 
out here somewhere in New England, 
it was a good one in the end.” 

Hakeem Jawanza, 1998–2005
 I play football at West Los Angeles 
College.  I am a Psychology major and 
plan on getting a sports scholarship to a 
four year university to further my sports 
career and education.

Coryn Madley, 1986–89
 Last summer Cory sold her clothing 
store on Abbot Kinney and relocated 
to Philadelphia to work for the clothing 
company Free People which is an Urban 
Outfitters Inc. brand.

Alumni	Corner

Danny and Steve Brown

As	Periscope	went	to	press,	
Superstorm	Sandy	blew	
through	the	eastern	Seaboard.		
We	have	more	than	100	alumni	
students	and	teachers	in	the	
New	York	area	alone	and	our	
first	report	was	from	former	
teacher,	Karissa	Conefry,	who	
said	she	was	safe	and	sound	
amidst	the	devastation.

Betty	Villalobos, 1995–2000
 I have recently graduated from USC’s 
School of Architecture (May 2012) and I 
am looking for a job. I have been working 
in firms every summer since my junior year 
of high school and was working until July, 
when I decided to take a break and have 
one last summer before joining “the real 
world.” I am back to applying and hopefully 
I can find something soon, but in the 
meantime I am enjoying hanging out with 
friends and family in Los Angeles.

Isabella	Lebovitz, 1992–99
 Isabella studied English at Loyola 
Marymount and now works for Deutsch 
Ad Agency in Los Angeles.  She wrote us: 
“Working in advertising has been great.  
It’s fast paced, creative and I get to see 
the whole process from beginning to end.  
So many people hate advertising but I 
have never felt that our jobs are to push 
products into people, but rather to create 
the most original and shareable content 
out there.  I’ve kept close touch with Amy 
Tressan and Lindsey Thompson-Moreland.”

emily	Hembacher, 1990–96
 Emily graduated Mira Costa High 
School in Manhattan Beach in 2003 and 
went on to UCSD where she graduated 
as a Psychology major with a Spanish 
language minor.  Now she’s getting her 
PhD in Psychology at UC Davis.  Emily loves 
to cook, often with a camera around her 
neck to take photos for her recipe blog 
at http://holaemilia.wordpress.com/.  It’s 
full of her gentle, chatty humor and great 
recipes.  She may be going for the PhD in 
Psychology, but food styling could easily 
be her fall-back.

Daniel	Brown, 1991–98
 Daniel Brown graduated from Santa 
Monica High School in 2004 and took a 
couple years off to experience another 
part of the country,  When he returned, he 
went to Santa Monica Community College, 
then transferred to George Washington 
University in D.C.  Danny reports: “I got 
hooked on the excitement of the Capitol.” 
After Danny graduated, he  interned with 
U.S. House of Representatives Committee 
on Education and Labor. He was offered 
a job with the committee and has been 
working there during the tumultuous 
period leading up to and including the 
passage of the new health bill. He wrote 
us recently: “After two years with the 
Committee I left in August to start law 
school  and I am currently at Catholic 
University Law School in D.C.  I’ve been 
in D.C. for about 4–5 years now.”

Steven	Brown, 1987–1994
 I’m based out of Downtown Los Angeles 
and Venice, CA. Through my umbrella 
investment company “S dot Visionz”  I have 
companies in a number of sectors including 
Luxury Goods (high end Swiss watches 
primarily), Jewelry, Contemporary Art, 
E-commerce, and Real Estate Develop-
ment. I will always be thankful to PS1 for 
helping me learn to think creatively and 
“out of the box” at an early age, skills 
which have been indispensable in allowing 
me to follow my dreams and manifest 
my “visionz”.
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We try to include as many Alumni updates as space 
allows. If you were not included in this column, and 
you sent us an update, please look for your feature in 
an upcoming issue. We love hearing your news!

Keith Hill, 2002–09
 About half a year ago my father and I 
tried to summit Mt. Whitney by doing the 26 
mile trail in perfect weather, and carrying 
light packs, but failed, only making it 11 
miles. So by using the amazing Hill family 
logic we figured if we make the trip 60+ 
miles and put half of it in the rain and hail 
and the other half in blistering heat with 
60-pound packs that would make it easier 
to reach our goal. Were we right? Heck 
yeah, I can now say I summited the tallest 
mountain in the continental United States!

Lucas Finnegan, 1986–88
 Everyone who knew him will miss Lucas 
Finnegan, who died in September at the age 
of 32.  We remember him as  a sweet, scrappy 
blond boy with a warm smile and kind nature 
who was with us for too short a time.

Peter Hopelain, 1980–87
 Congratulations to Peter Hopelain, 
who married the love of his life, Andrea St. 
Marie, on November 2 at the Smog Shoppe 
on La Cienega. About their union, they 
said: “We quickly realized we were both 
wired for adventure. We believe in saying 
‘Yes’ to almost any experience that comes 
our way — traveling, dining, creating, 
driving, flying, building, celebrating, 
learning, laughing and certainly racing.  
We both share a love for racing — both in 
the car and on foot. Racing plays a huge 
part in our drive for adventure and our 
relationship philosophy.”
 
In October we received this from early 
70’s parents, Pat and David Hopelain 
regarding Joel’s TV interview: 
 “As a founding family, we are blown 
away by two things.  First, Joel describes 
PS1 as the same school we knew when Joel 
and Ellie got off the picket line and started 
PS1 and took our girls as students.  Second, 
we are proud to have been a family that 
helped PS1 get off the ground. We hope 
Joel’s interview sends a message to our 
troubled school system. Please give Joel 
our congratulations, our very best, and our 
regrets for not being able to attend the 
40th anniversary celebration.” 
– Patricia & David Hopelain

Alumni	Party	attendees:

Sadie Abraham 
Benjamin Cakir 
Justin Ciccone 
Aaron Dinkin 
Maeve Enright 
Gardner Gaghan 
Griffin Gamble 
Will Gaynor 
Lucas Haimes 
Julia Hallin-Russo 
Pallas Hamer-Nagle 
Evan Karsian 
Bud Kuhns 
Django Marsh 

The	new	MPR	rocked	with	music	and	
laughter	as	our	grads	hosted	the	seventh	
and	eighth	grade	alumni.	Happy	to	be	
back	at	their	beloved	elementary	school,	
many	students	danced	and	caught	up	with	
friends	who	had	dispersed	around	the	city	
pursuing	their	educational	future.

Sherry Ellms 
	 Sherry	was	one	of	the	six	original	PS1	
staff	members	beginning	in	1971.		She	and	
her	teaching	partner,	Jim	Moran,	were	
responsible	for	one	of	three	classrooms	
that	expressed	points	on	a	continuum	
of	educational	structure.		As	all	the	staff	
did,	Sherry	shared	the	responsibilities	
of	opening	and	maintaining	the	school	
on	almost	no	budget,	creating	learning	
materials	from	scratch	and	developing	
curriculum	where	there	was	none.		She	
holds	a	BA	from	UCLA,	an	MA	from	Naropa	
University	and	holds	both	elementary	
and	secondary	education	certificates.	
	 Sherry	went	on	to	become	director	
of	financial	aid	at	Naropa	University	in	
Boulder,	where	she	has	more	recently	
become	a	member	of	the	faculty	of	the	
Environmental	Studies	Department.		She	
has	maintained	a	connection	with	PS1	
over	all	its	40	years.		She	writes:	“My	
involvement	in	the	beginning	of	PS1	fueled	
my	continued	on-going	commitment	to	an	
education	that	empowers	each	individual	
to	fully	manifest	her	true	nature.”

Jasper Merlis 
Lucas Mitchell 
Shannon Munn 
Trevor Nevell 
Andy Versic 
Harrison Ornest-
Leslie 
Rita Pisegna 
Dylan Vecchione 
Camille Riopelle 
Reece Robinov 
Jamie Solomon 
Louis Waldman

Keith Hill

From left, Jenner, Allison, and Peter Hopelain 
(all PS1 alumni)
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November	 22–23	 Thanksgiving	Holiday

	 29	 School	Tour
	
	 30	 Memoir	Club

December	 7	 Pajama	Storytime

	 17	 Admissions	Application	Due	Date

	 21	 Holiday	Performance

	 24	 Winter	Break	Begins

January	 7	 School	Resumes

	 31	 School	Tour

	
February	 10	 Itty	Bitty	Art	Sale

Save	The	Date!

Mystery	Photo

Have	you	seen	the	solar	panels	installed	on	
our	new	bridge?		PS1	is	proud	to	announce	
that	2.74	MWh.	were	produced	in	September.	
This	could	light	approximately	100	compact	
fluorescent	light	bulbs	for	four	months!

Don’t forget to tell your friends… 
The application due date for prospective 
families is December 17.

Last issue’s Mystery Photo was 
deciphered by Circe Mirano. She 
remembered Amber Wuchitech 

and of course Joel from our very 
early days, 1971-1972.

Do	you	hold	
the	key	to	
identifying	this	
PS1	Alumnus?	
Please email Amanda: 
amanda@psone.org

Green


