
Honest, intelligent, self-aware, candid, 
loyal, funny and loving, twenty-one PS 
#1 alumni, representing myriad West-
side independent and public schools, 
gathered with attendees from our school 
community, on the evening of October 
twenty-fifth, for Life After PS#1. This 
annual event serves several purposes: 
It helps further educate students (and 
their parents), who are in the final year 
at PS#1, about the middle school appli-
cation process. It lets us, as expressed 
from the hearts and minds of those 
who have graduated, hear how we serve 
our children.  It confirms, or occasion-
ally contradicts, the reputations of the 
schools our students most often attend 
after elementary school. It allows us to 
see the remarkable young adults who 
once attended PS#1. Most importantly, 
it keeps our community, past, present 
and future (yes there were two families 
in attendance who have just recently ap-
plied to PS#1!), connected. If you missed 
Life After PS#1 this year, make sure at 
some point during your child’s time at 
our school, you attend. It is a chance to 
come see who we are.         
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Life After PS#1 

Save The Date!

One Step Closer to Realizing Our Dream 

where knowledge meets imagination

Fall 2007

December 21 Holiday Performance

 22 Winter Break begins

January  7 School Resumes
 
February   1 Pajama Story Time, PS#1 library, 6:30pm

   7 School Tour, 8:45-10:45am

March 20 Admissions Notification Day

April  4 Grandparents and Special Friends Day

 24 Open House

May 10 Auction 2008!

Mystery Photo
Do you hold the key to identifying this 
former student? Please email Deirdre at 
deirdre@psone.org

L to R: Colette Fletcher- 
Hoppe, Stephanie Smith,   
John Waldman, Frances 
Tracy-Black, Olivia Tiffany, 
Hayley Lloyd
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Letter from the Head of School

 Recently, I had the privilege of reading at the Pajama Story 
Time series in our school Library. These Friday evening gather-
ings bring together our families and those from the larger com-
munity who are interested in our school.  It is a wonderful night 
and a beautiful sight– many children are in their pajamas, with 
their favorite stuffed animal, ready to snuggle up and listen.  
  I chose to read a children’s book called Construction Zone. The 
large beautiful crane working on our new building has had all of 
our students intrigued, and I saw a perfect teaching moment to 
delve deeper into the workings of a construction site. Through the 
book, we met the architect who plans a building, the operators of 
huge cranes and building equipment who get the ground ready, 
and the workers in hard hats who perform the daily tasks.  We 
saw the parts of the infrastructure that will never again be seen, 
the interiors that create the feelings we get when we work inside, 
and the finishing touches that make the building come alive. 
 As I was reading, I was struck by PS#1’s continual growth over 
the past 36 years—from one lot to seven, from 7500 square feet 

to more than an acre; from converted houses and restaurants and 
storefronts to the beginnings of a dream campus.
 These same building blocks that are going into creating the 
expanded master site plan for our educational utopia also relate 
to the learning foundation we provide our students. As in the con-
struction zone, there are many parts to building an infrastructure 
for education. We think through what the next stage should be 
and the best way to get there. We celebrate students learning to 
read and then move them to the next stage as they read to learn. 
We foster their growth as they begin to trust their own instincts 
and become critical thinkers. 
 Each day can bring change as we develop, strengthen, enlarge, 
extend, intensify, and widen our horizons.  I feel so blessed that 
my work allows me to bear witness to such continual growth... 
in all ways.  I welcome you to our newest Periscope with pages 
filled with testament to the community and connection enjoyed by 
everyone who joins the PS#1 family.
 –Joel Pelcyger

Continual Growth

 As you can see from the pictures, construction is in full 
swing for our new classroom and adjacent retreat space that 
will join up with the existing “Bridge” classroom on the second 
floor. We are also significantly expanding our aftercare/enrich-
ment space on the first floor next to the Field of Dreams.
 This construction represents the third of five phases of a 
vision for our campus that has evolved in meetings with our 
school community over the past fifteen years.
  In 1998, we finished Phase I—construction of our current 
classroom facility and administrative offices. This addition 
provided our students with a state-of-the-art learning environ-
ment and changed the face of our campus. 
 Then, in 2003, we completed Phase II, the Field of Dreams. 
Attending functions under the spreading oak tree, seeing the 
children have room to run and play on campus, and having the 
added flexibility for classroom and aftercare facilities, has 
proven to be a major benefit to our school community. Future 
phases call for a new library, music and art rooms, a large 
meeting room, and a new multi-purpose activity center.
 In this current phase, Phase III, the new classroom allows for 
completion of the original four cluster concept for PS#1 with 
shared retreat space, providing additional opportunity for col-
laboration among the four teachers and two classes sharing the 
retreat. We will continue to operate as a K-6 equivalent school, 
adding students at all grade levels. An enlarged aftercare/en-
richment center will provide two times the existing space for 
project work outside the classrooms, as well as an expansion of 
the activities offered in our childcare programs.
 We’ve come a long way! We are most fortunate to be able to 
move forward with the completion of our classroom blueprint and 
expanded aftercare facility. The heart and soul of PS#1 thrives 
while our campus grows to enrich our everyday experience.

One Step Closer To Realizing Our Dream
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 Each fall is a joyful “harvesting time” for 
me, when I see newly enrolled students and 
their families on the PS#1 campus.  I get the 
deep satisfaction of reaping the rewards 
of all of our “admissions’ labors” of the 
previous school year!  This September was 
no exception as we welcomed 35 wonderful 
new students to our school.  
 We have certainly come a long way in es-
tablishing traditions to welcome New Fami-
lies to our community. When my son, Brian 
and our family started at PS#1 in 1987, the 
only “transition” event was the Back-to-
School Picnic.  It was at my son’s first picnic 
that I observed what was needed to allay 
his anxiety (and ours): he needed to make a 
friend.  
 We now offer many occasions for our 
newly enrolled students to do just that:
 In June, we hold an informal New Stu-
dent/Family Dinner on campus. 
 Over the summer, our “veteran” parents–
this year overseen by Diane Solomon—orga-
nize PS#1 “Host Family” events such as 
picnics in the park and beach parties.

  A longstanding tradition is the Back-
to-School Picnic for the whole school at 
Clover Park in September. This year new 
families were invited to arrive a half-hour 
earlier so they could meet the staff and 
connect with each other before the throngs 
arrived. 
 Make-New-Friends Day was graciously 
organized this year by Julie Broida and 
Christine Champion. Each of the Youngers 
classes got the campus to themselves for 
about an hour to acclimate prior to the 
first day of school. Students got to check 
out their new classrooms, classmates and 
teachers and decorate a souvenir photo 
frame and photo as a memento of their first 
day at PS#1.  
 On the first day of school, as is usually 
the case, students were raring to go. The 
First Day Coffee gave parents the oppor-
tunity to connect with each other, and hear 
about Parents Guild committees and other 
volunteer opportunities at PS#1.
All this while sipping delicious cappuccino 
drinks and gourmet pastries provided by 

Traditions

Parent Perspective 

Rae Sanchini and Susan Hayden. 
 Our New Parent Dinner in mid Sep-
tember gave parents who were new to our 
community a chance to meet PS#1 board 
members and re-affirm their reasons for 
choosing PS#1 for their child and family.
 Thanks to our warm and inclusive school 
community, these families are well-integrat-
ed into the life and culture of our school by 
now.
 Did you know that PS#1 families are 
responsible for referring over fifty percent 
of prospective families to our school?  PS#1 
parents truly are our best and most im-
portant ambassadors in helping us spread 
the word about our wonderful school 
throughout the wider community. And as is 
the cyclical nature of admissions… we are 
accepting applications for the 2008 school 
year. Our remaining tour dates for 2008-
2009 are December 13th and February 
7th. Reservations are required, but friends 
and neighbors can register online at www.
psone.org.  (Please see box for an admis-
sions opportunity!)

The Cycle Continues
By Andrea Roth
Director of Admissions

One-Time-Only Admissions Opportunity—

Spread the Word!
 

With the addition of an eighth classroom for the 
2008-09 school year, we will have some openings at 
all grade levels. It is rare that we are able to enroll 
new students above the kindergarten level. Please 
spread the news! Contact Andrea at extension 119 or 
andrea@psone.org with your recommendations. 

PS#1 Back to School Picnic
By Carrie Henley (Kindyl’s Mom, T/N Class, Roderick’s Mom, 
L/M Class)

 We started the year with our traditional Back to School Picnic 
at Clover Park.  It was a huge success having the PS#1 families 
coming together as a cohesive community for the start of a great 
new school year. For the first time, we had the Younger’s families 
arrive early to avoid the rush of the day which truly helped the new 
families feel more welcome.  With the normal fare of great food, 
amazing stories and of course the annual scavenger hunt, the com-
mittee comprising of Carrie Henley, Rachel Banks, Rachel Kennison 
and Jackie Brand organized a fabulous event! 

Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About First Day Coffee* 
*But Were Afraid To Ask
By Susan Hayden (Mason Allport’s Mom, H/B Class)

 Rae Sanchini and I have been Co-Chairs of The First Day Coffee 
for five years now and it seems to only get better with time (if I 
do say so myself).  Let’s face it: There’s nothing like the energy of 
the first day of the school year. Kids reunite in a glow of exuber-
ance and anticipation. Teachers and staff gather upstairs to wave 
at their captive audience and blow bubbles. Joel does his famous 
countdown. The bell rings. The gate opens. Another year begins...!
It’s also when new and returning parents pay a visit to our once-
a-year café in the MPR, where a pixilated Coffee Cart Lady on a 
poster-board greets all who wish to enter with a 1950s perkiness 
and a tray full of treats. She’s not misleading anyone: Rae and I 
play hostesses and provide cappuccinos, ice-blended mochas and 
fruit smoothies that are made to order from a helpful staff working 
behind shiny red carts. There are breakfast offerings as well, i.e., 
a variety of bagels and cream cheese, veggie platters, fresh fruit, 
biscotti, muffins and pastries.
 Everyone seems refreshed from summertime; some with island 
or beachy tans, all with a story to tell. Outside, parents sign up 
for the many volunteering opportunities that PS#1 provides. Most 
linger inside to chit-chat, voices an octave higher so as to hear one 
another over the Starbucks-esque grindy-blender sound. It’s the 
ideal time to connect with an old friend or to make a new one. Rae 
and I can never believe how quickly the morning passes, and, with a 
collective smile, always acknowledge that we’ve achieved our goal 
once again: to promote, develop and reinforce the amazing commu-
nity at our school through the power of sugar, carbs and caffeine.



Santa Monica Mountains, San Gabriel 
Mountains, and the Pacific Ocean).  Then 
the kids sketched maps of what they saw 
from their vantage point, including natural 
and manmade landmarks.  When we got 
back to class we examined a variety of 
maps of different locations including sa-
tellite photos, political maps, and souvenir 
maps.  We discussed what each map por-
trayed and compared them with the maps 
the kids sketched on our trip.  This gave 
them many ideas about how cartographers 
turn three dimensions into a 2-dimensional 
representation.
 Our next challenge was for the kids to be 
able to turn their 2-dimensional informa-
tion into a 3-dimensional relief map.  Kids 
worked together to create relief maps of 
the Los Angeles region, California, or the 
United States.  In order to do this, they had 
to learn to read and interpret a variety of 
maps and evaluate which was best for their 
purposes. They learned more about scale, 
the nuances of map keys, and different 
ways that cartographers give information 
about elevation.  They also discovered 
information about how elevation and the 
shape of the earth’s surface affect water 
movement and the formation of ecosy-
stems, which we’ll learn more about later 
in the year.  As they worked on their maps 
they noticed and learned about the many 
specifics that go into map making as well 
as what makes their region unique.  

 Lucy Sprague Mitchell, founder of Bank 
Street College and author of Young Geo-
graphers, writes that “The primary source 
material for young geographers ought to 
be what they are able to experience and 
observe first hand on neighborhood trips 
….  They must themselves be experimen-
ters; they must hunt for sources and study 
the relationships; they must explore their 
environment; they must analyze the cul-
ture of which they are apart, see what part 
of it is geographic, what part historic; they 
must think; they must play.”  The young ge-
ographers in our class are doing just that!
 Last year, most of our students were 
in Middles where they learned about the 
different parts of a map including the key, 
index, and compass rose.  This year, we 
wanted to continue to build on their under-
standing of maps so we kicked-off the year 
with a focus on geography.  
 We started our geography unit with a 
field trip to a well known scenic overlook 
right here in Santa Monica, otherwise 
known as the seventh floor of parking 
structure #5.  We oriented ourselves and 
identified several natural landmarks (the 

Olders

“…Children grow in mental maturity 
from the very beginning by the active 
process of discovering relationships…. 
The learning process is essentially the 
same, literally from the cradle to the 
grave.  But the facts and ideas to be 
related grow in complexity as they are 
built on wider and wider experiences and 
more elaborated ideas.” Lucy Sprague Mitchell

 Writing is an exciting and important part 
of the daily routine in our Youngers class. 
Children learn to write through practicing 
at their own level and by being immersed 
in a print-rich environment where writing 
is discussed and valued.  Skills are taught 
in a variety of ways, and children have the 
opportunity to write daily.  In “Writers’ 
Workshop”, children are exposed to and 
encouraged to experiment with a vari-
ety of genres such as poetry, fiction and 
non-fiction stories, memoir, letter writing, 
how-to, etc. Each child in our classroom is 
considered a writer; therefore, the children 
take utensils in their own hands from day 
one. Children write and illustrate their own 
pieces and use both developmental and 
conventional spelling.  While some children 
may begin by telling stories through the 
pictures they draw, others might label the 
pictures with letters or words. The next 
step would be to write sentences that con-
vey the meaning of the pictures. 
 Towards the end of each unit of study, 
the students are given the opportunity to 
choose one piece of writing to “publish.” 
To us, publishing means getting your piece 
ready for the world to view. This may 
mean adding more details to the pictures. 
Or it may take the form of adding a more 
suspenseful climax before the end of a 
five-page story. Children are guided to look 
back at their writing and ask themselves 
questions like, “Does that make sense? Is 
there enough space between my words? 
Did I end my sentence with a period?”  At 
the end of their hard work, we hold class 
“Publishing Parties”. These celebrations 
are special opportunities for children to 
share their writing progress with their peers, 
parents, and other important grown-ups. 

 Following each Publishing Party, chil-
dren are able to look back at their writing 
and see the growth in their ability from 
one genre to the next. One of our stu-
dents, Alec Watts, went back to re-read 
his poetry book about six weeks after he 
had published it. He found it challenging to 
remember what he had written. He looked 
at a teacher and said, “I think it’s hard 
to read this because I am a better writer 
now.”  Through the writing and publishing 
processes in our classroom, children learn 
to self-reflect and thereby build a path for 
their own continual growth as writers.

 Holly and Brad’s Class spent their rainy 
day recess and lunch working on a new 
website called “FreeRice.com” which is run 
by the United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme. It is a vocabulary game site where 
the player sends 20 grains of rice to the 
world’s hungry for every correct response. 
The site is very informative and addictive as 
you challenge your vocabulary and help to 
feed the world. 

 At the end of a 20 minute session the 
students in Holly and Brad’s class donated 
over 20,000 grains of rice with some of the 
students reaching vocabulary levels in the 
30’s. It was educational, informative, chari-
table, and a blast. We hope that others can 
follow our lead and take advantage of this 
simple and easy way to ease the burdens of 
others, especially at this Holiday Season. 

Curriculum Connections

Celebrations of Writing
By Jennine Rodriguez and Jaime Patane
Youngers Teachers

Rice to the Occasion
Holly and Brad’s Class

54

Construction of Geography
Construction of Geography
By LiAnne Hall and Mary Hagen 
Olders Teachers

Youngers Olders



 The “earthwork Art” photographs 
were featured in an exhibition at the Chil-
dren’s Bookworld on Pico Boulevard in 
West Los Angeles throughout the month 
of October. Our “temporary” art lasted 
longer than expected!  It was shared with 
our larger community, and who knows 
where or how the beauty of that art and 
the lessons that we learned will continue 
to be seen! 

76

Creations of Earthworks
Featuring Abbie and Billy’s Middles Class
By Nicolina Karlsson-Horelick, Art Specialist

 

Curriculum Connections
Middles

 Abbie and Billy’s middles class studied 
the history of Earthwork Art and the art-
ists who made it famous – Robert Smith-
son, Robert Morris, Michael Heizer and 
Nancy Holtz.  In 1968, Smithson organized 
an exhibition titled “Earthworks” at the 
Dwan Gallery in New York and a new Art 
Movement, also known as Land or Earth 
Art, was born.  One of the most famous 
works of the genre was Robert Smithson’s 
“Spiral Jetty”– a giant spiral of black basalt 
rock and earth in Utah’s Great Salt Lake.  
This monumental 6,000 ton sculpture was 
inspired by mythology and interacts with 
the natural forces in nature such as wind, 
water, fire and the earth itself. It is still 
standing today!
 The students then worked on their own 
Land Art. They created temporary art proj-
ects which would last for only 45 minutes 
on the Field of Dreams.  The ground was 
their canvas, and they were allowed to use 
any natural items – rocks, twigs, leaves, 
dirt – as supplies. Just like Robert Smith-
son who did difficult planning for his large-
scale land art sculptures, Abbie and Billy’s 
class had to make careful and thoughtful 
decisions about their projects.  When the 
artwork was complete, we expressed our 
feelings about the process of these un-
usual creations. We all agreed that not only 
was it a great deal of fun, but that it was 
environmentally friendly as we didn’t waste 
any supplies or pollute the yard in any way. 
 Some students felt sad that these “natu-
ral” art projects would only last for a short 
time, but as a group we came up with a 
wonderful solution.  We took photographs 
of the creations, which would allow them 
to live on forever even if the artwork had 
been returned to its original state.  It was 
truly a morning filled with curiosity and 
action, and the students realized that you 
don’t need paint, pencils or traditional art 
supplies to create great art.  They also 

realized that even when it is temporary, 
art is a powerful medium. 
 Shortly after taking down the artwork, 
the Field of Dreams was invaded by other 
students who were there to enjoy their 
recess, unaware of the beautiful art that had 
covered the ground only a short time earlier. 
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Lauren Hansson (2005) joined the junior 
varsity tennis team at Harvard-Westlake, 
and it is her last year at the middle school 
campus. She is looking forward to the 9th 
grade retreat, when she will be canoeing 
with her  whole grade in the Colorado River. 

Jak Koning (1995-2002) is currently at 
Santa Monica High School.  For the past 
three years he’s been a member of Samo’s 
Academic Decathlon, competing in Quiz 
Bowl, Oceans Bowl and Science Bowl 
competitions.  He works at the Museum 
of Jurassic Technology in Culver City. 
He helps out in the workshop with exhibits, 
the shop itself and gift shop items. He’s 
thinking of going into either engineering 
or industrial design.
 
Rem Koning (1991-1998) graduated a 
year early from the University of Chicago 
with a B.S. in Mathematics and a B.A. in 
Statistics. From Chicago he moved to New 
York City with his fiancée, Sophia, who is 
going to Columbia to pursue a PhD in Clas-
sics.  He has a job as a Research Coor-
dinator at The Paul Milstein Real Estate 
Center at Columbia University’s Business 
School.  The job involves doing research 
on a diverse set of subjects, from what size 
a hotel should be to reap the most profit 
to what qualities make teachers effective. 
He is thinking of going back to school to 
get an M.Arch+M.B.A and then hopefully 
combine the skills gained from those de-
grees into starting his own company.  

Danny Levene (1985-1992) attended Lin-
coln Middle School, Brentwood, University 
of Colorado in Boulder and USC. He has 
been working for Great American Group 
doing inventory appraisals for asset based 
loans. He’d like to play golf on the PGA tour 
some day and travel the world. He sees 
friends Dustin Bath and Max Davidson from 
PS#1 days gone by and remembers the 
camping trips fondly.

Haley Lloyd (2002) is in her last year at 
Brentwood. She is a member of the dance 
program and is doing a lot of dance outside 
of school. She is applying to about ten 
colleges.  Right now she is planning on 
majoring in communications and thinks she 
is going to be applying Early Decision to 
American University in DC.

Frances Tracy Black (1996-03) is still at 
The Archer School for Girls and is cur-
rently in 11th grade. Over the summer she 
attended the California State Summer 
School for the Arts, receiving a diploma as 
a California State Art Scholar.  She is now 
the president of the photography club at 
Archer, and the head photographer for 
The Gallery, which features exhibitions of 
well-known local LA artists. 

Nick Cron De Vico (2002) is student body 
President this year (his senior year) at 
Wildwood.  He won a national writing com-
petition for teenagers, “Report it Now,” 
sponsored by Participant Productions. 
The contest was judged by Dan Rather 
and Ann Curry. He appeared on Mother 
Jones Radio talking about his paper. Go to
www.motherjones.com/radio/2006/04/
devico_bio.html to read his winning paper.

John Duganne (1976-1979) attended the 
35th Anniversary Reunion where he was 
reunited with old friends, David Blair, Jon 
Sheldon and Ben Madley. John went to 
school at Will Rogers and Grant Elemen-
tary Schools, Santa Monica High School, 
and CAL ARTS University. He has traveled 
in France, Germany, and Switzerland. He 
works at home, and he would like to begin 
working in computer animated films. 

Jessy ekstein (2002) has been working at 
Pavillions Supermarket and applying to col-
leges.  He keeps up with basketball practice 
and says he is just “…chillin’ and tightening 
my friendships before college.” 

erica everage (1995-2000) is a student 
at Northwestern University in Evanston, Il-
linois.  She is a declared theater major who 
also studies art and Italian.

eva everage (1997-2004) lives at home 
and is a student at Crossroads High School.  
She’s loving photography and French and 
misses her sister, Erica.

Alumni Corner

The PS#1 Alumni Association

8

We try to include as many Alumni updates as space 
allows. If you were not included in this column, and you 
sent us an update, please look for your feature in an 
upcoming issue. We love hearing your news!

Lyrissa Paz (1980-1983) attended Canyon 
Elementary School, University High School, 
Sierra College, Santa Monica City College 
and LA City College. Her first job was in 
retail at Macy’s. Currently she is working at 
Universal Studios as a face paint/makeup 
artist. Of her memories of PS#1 she said, 
“Good teachers, having fun with costume 
shows, plays, i.e. Halloween, and knowing 
nice people, making good friends.”

Frances (Fofy) Perkins (1991-1994) gradu-
ated from Brown University with a degree 
in Art History and has since been living in 
Paris. She worked on the historical sale 
of the Durand-Dessert collection, one of 
the most important post-war private art 
collections. Since May 2006, she has been 
working at the Galerie Patrick Seguin, 
a gallery specialized in French post-war 
design.  About her time at PS#1, she 
wrote, “I find it very exciting that PS#1 
[celebrated] its 35th birthday.  I have such 
fond memories of PS#1, of the camping 
trips to Sycamore canyon, of P.E. in the 
Park on Ocean.  I remember the read-a-
thon we had in the new classroom my first 
year; the Romeo and Juliette (sic) play.  I 
remember astrology with Susan and how 
the teachers would read to us at the end of 
the day.  I remember the Halloweens, when 
I was a dead-bride with Joanna Greenfield, 
or little-Dead Riding Hood with my darling 
little pug Tutu.  I remember ceramics in the 
campus across the street, and handball and 
foursquare games.  I remember everyone in 
my 6th grade class, especially Kai and Abe.  
I actually remember the first time I ever set 
foot in PS#1 during the summer when we 
had just moved from Brazil and everything 
in Los Angeles seemed so strange to me.  
Everyone was so nice at PS#1 and it was the 
perfect reintegration to the States.  Here’s 
to another 35 brilliant years!”

Sid Perkins (1991-1993) lives in Philadel-
phia where he works for his uncle as an 
Energy Trader. They specialize in Liquid Pe-
troleum Gas (Propane & Butane) but trade 
everything from Crude Oil to Gasoline. For 
the future he will look to stay in the same 
line of work but as of now is uncertain 
whether he will continue on in Philadelphia 
or move to New York as the lure of work-
ing on Wall Street calls. He graduated from 
Tulane College in May 2003.  He lived and 
worked in London as an LPG trader for a 
year and a half after college before moving 
to Philadelphia.

Delaney Simon (1997-2002) went to Cross-
roads for middle school and a year of high 
school.  Her family moved to London when 
she turned 15, and is now at an English 
high school, specializing in Drama, History, 
English and Politics. She is pursuing her 
interests in acting and music. She plans 
on applying to both English and American 
universities next school year.

Zack Statler

Emma Laurent, Class of 
2007, returns to PS#1 
to be a guest reader at 
a Friday night Pajama 
Story Time.

Check out the website this spring when you will be 
able to log in and read more about Zack’s adventures 
in high school. We are creating a portal where all the 
alumni updates will be available.

PS#1 Alumna Bella 
Gonzalez-Yanez dances 
the first dance at her 
Quinceañera with her 
Chambelan of Honor, 
Alex Vibiano.

Laura Simon (1997-2002) went to Wind-
ward School for 7th, 8th, and 9th grades 
until her family moved back to London. She 
attended The American School in London 
for 2 years. As of September of this year, 
she is back in the States living with a family 
friend and attending New Roads School for 
her senior year. She plays tennis, the guitar 
and the piano. 

Zack Statler (2002) set two league swim-
ming records for Brentwood this year. Zack 
also earned school honors for his art work.

Mara Tansman (1972-1977) attended 
Crossroads School and then went to col-
lege at UC Berkeley. After taking a few 
years off after college during which she 
worked and lived in Europe and Mexico, 
she attended the California School of 
Professional Psychology. She received her 
Doctorate in Psychology in 1998 and has 
had a private practice since 2000. She has 
been married since 2001 and has a 5-year 
old daughter and a 2-year old son.

Nick Cron De Vico

Lauren Hansson


