
Save The Date!
May	 20–22	 All School Camping Trip

 

June	 	5	 Parent/Staff Basketball Game, 2	p.m.

 5 Tour, 8:45	a.m.

	 6	 New Family Dinner, 6	p.m.

 12 Graduation, 4	p.m.

 13	 Moving Up Day, 10	a.m.

where knowledge meets imagination

	 Wanting	to	duplicate	his	unique	poetry	lesson,	New	York	City	
Cultural	Affairs	Department	flew	PS#1	teacher	John	Waldman	to	
New	York.		On	April	17th	students	at	over	a	hundred	schools	as	well	
as	inmates	on	Rikers	Island	all	experienced	his	envelope	project.	
	 Here	is	an	excerpt	from	NY1,	New	York’s	24	hour	news	channel	
on	the	web	April	17,	2008.	

People talk about traveling through life with a song in your 
heart, but how about a poem in your pocket?  As NY1’s 
Stephanie Simon reports in the following story, Thursday is 
“Poem in Your Pocket Day” and there was plenty of excitement 
at a Manhattan school named for one of this country’s best-
known poets.  

	
	 For	“Poem	in	Your	Pocket	Day,”	of	course	New	Yorkers	were	en-
couraged	to	have	a	poem	in	their	pocket,	but	they	were	also	encour-
aged	to	take	it	out	and	read	it.		That’s	exactly	what	students	did	that	
at	P.S.	75	the	Emily	Dickinson	School	on	the	Upper	West	Side.		
	 California	poet	and	educator	John	Waldman	was	the	school’s	
special	guest.		He	brought	his	Envelope	Project	to	the	kids.		
	 “A	child	receives	a	poem	sealed	in	an	envelope	and	on	the	out-
side	of	the	envelope	is	the	first	line	of	the	poem	that’s	contained	
within,”	said	Waldman	of	the	project.		“The	child	takes	a	look	at	
that	first	line	and	creates	a	poem	of	their	own.		When	they’re	done,	
as	a	gift,	they	open	up	the	envelope	and	they	see	the	actual	poem	
from	which	this	line	came.”		
	 Waldman	gave	the	students	at	the	Emily	Dickson	School	enve-
lopes	with	Dickinson’s	poems.		The	kids	were	inspired.		
	 “The	bee	is	not	afraid	of	me	for	I	am	not	afraid	of	him.		Perhaps	
he’s	not	afraid	because	he	needs	Gatorade,”	student	Anna	Ro-
manofski	read	from	her	poem.		
	 The	project	is	also	online	in	a	new	poetry	blog	through	the	New	
York	Public	Library	at	nypl.org.		
	 Waldman	says	poetry	is	perfect	for	kids.		
	 “I	think	adults	are	the	ones	that	because	of	their	lives,	because	
of	what	we	go	through	to	maintain	each	day,	poetry	gets	drained	
from	us.		Children	are	alive	with	it,”	said	Waldman.		
	

For the first twenty years of the all 
school camping trip everyone slept, 
without any tents, under the stars!
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	 PS#1	teacher	John	Waldman	was	flown	to	New	York	City	on	
April	16th	as	a	guest	of	the	Cultural	Affairs	Department	to	honor	
his	contribution	to	“Poem	in	Your	Pocket	Day”.		He	is	spreading	
the	PS#1	love	for	poetry	to	the	Big	Apple.		Check	out	the	back	
page	to	see	an	excerpt	from	the	piece	on	NY1,	New	York’s	24	hour	
news	channel	on	the	web.

Head's Column

Hot off the Press!

Where

Presents	
Itself
	 Life’s	largest	questions.		Who	and	what	is	most	important	to	
you?			Why	were	you	placed	on	this	Earth,	in	this	place,	at	this	mo-
ment	in	time?			What	influence	do	you	seek,	and	do	you	feel	you	
are	successful	in	your	quest?			In	my	life’s	work,	I	have	been	able	to	
see	life	through	a	very	specific	lens	since	1971.			I	have	seen	some	
thousands	of	young	children	through	the	most	formative	years	of	
their	lives.			I	have	been	touched	by	thousands	of	families.			I	always	
think	about	life’s	big	questions	and	how	to	prepare	young	people	to	
answer	them.		Many	of	the	jobs	they	will	have	don’t	even	exist	yet.	
	I	wonder	for	us	all	how	we	can	make	a	difference	in	the	world,	
leave	the	world	a	better	place,	and	be	a	part	of	something	larger	
than	ourselves.		At	PS#1,	we	do	it	by	valuing	them,	helping	them	
see	their	significance	in	the	lives	of	others,	and	teaching	them	that	
they	make	a	difference.
	 I	have	always	thought	of	elementary	schools	as	providing	an	
opportunity	for	adults	too	to	be	a	significant	part	of	something	
larger	than	themselves	through	active	participation	where	oppor-
tunity	presents	itself.			Every	day	in	the	life	of	PS#1,	we	provide	
these	opportunities	in	classrooms,	through	participation	in	exist-
ing	school	programs,	by	establishing	new	programs	through	the	
Parents	Guild,	through	extending	your	child’s	school	experience	
outside	the	school,	and	through	deep	and	meaningful	relationships	
that	I	can	now	look	back	upon	and	truly	say	last	a	lifetime.		
	 One	of	the	most	significant	forms	of	participation	in	our	non-
profit	organization	is	through	service	on	the	PS#1	Board	of	Direc-
tors.		We	currently	have	seventeen	Directors	whose	biographies	
are	featured	in	the	centerfold.		They	deserve	our	recognition	and	
support	—	they	have	decided	that	PS#1	is	what	is	important	to	them	
and	they	have	rolled	up	their	sleeves,	defined	our	direction,	made	
important	decisions,	and	served	our	school	so	that	everyone’s	
experience	is	enriched.		
	 The	school’s	philosophy	and	purpose	have	remained	on	the	
same	consistent	track	for	all	these	years	even	when	times	have	
changed,	fads	have	come	and	gone,	and	momentary	demands	have	
urged	the	school	to	move	in	different	directions.		The	values	of	
kindness,	awareness,	respect;	the	acquisition	of	basic	skills	and	the	

development	of	critical	thinking	to	assure	application	and	mean-
ing	to	all	we	learn;	the	core	values	of	competence,	confidence,	and	
connection	in	children’s	lives	—	all	are	sustained	and	the	financial	
security	and	business	acumen	of	the	school	is	preserved.		The	
most	recent	physical	evidence	of	the	Board’s	abilities–	the	erection	
of	our	new	building	housing	a	spectacular	eighth	classroom	and	en-
richment	center	–	is	nearing	completion.		The	four-cluster	concept		
(two	classrooms	per	cluster)	that	formed	the	center	of	our	master	
site	plan	first	developed	in	1996	is	now	reality.
	 We	are	working	hard	to	foster	and	renew	connections.		Last	
year	we	celebrated	the	whole	school	at	our	35th	anniversary	party	
—	700	people	joined	us	in	appreciation	and	renewed	links	that	are	
allowing	us	to	expand	our	family	and	bring	everyone	closer	to	their	
roots.			We	want	to	use	our	website	in	the	coming	months	to	make	
it	easier	for	you	to	get	in	touch	with	the	people	and	things	that	will	
add	to	your	life’s	meaning.	
	 This	year	we	are	reuniting	current	and	past	PS#1	Board	mem-
bers	—	people	who	have	made,	and	are	making,	children’s	life	
experience	more	fruitful,	meaningful,	and	special.		In	May	we	are	
bringing	them	all	together	at	a	dinner	party	to	celebrate	where	we	
have	been	and	look	ahead	to	where	we	are	going.		
	 This	issue	of	Periscope	highlights	another	group	of	people	also	
concerned	about	legacy:	the	grandparents.		Without	them,	none	
of	us	would	be	here!		And	how	would	they	answer	the	questions	at	
the	beginning	of	this	column	about	their	own	lives?		Joyce	Sachs,	
a	current	PS#1	grandparent	herself,	has	developed	a	way	to	reify	a	
grandparent’s	experience	so	that	their	meaning,	their	purpose,	
their	thoughts	can	all	be	passed	on	to	future	generations	within	
their	family.			Last	month’s	Grandparents	and	Special	Friends	Day	
announced	the	beginning	of	a	new	tradition	at	PS#1	that	will	surely	
make	our	school	multi-generational.		Our	Memoir	Club,	to	which	
all	PS#1	grandparents	are	invited	to	participate,	provides	the	skill,	
format,	and	interconnection	for	all	GPs	to	get	to	know	each	other	
and	help	each	other	define	life	experiences	that	will	be	put	in	writ-
ing	for	future	generations	within	your	family.		Are	you	interested?		
Contact	Deirdre	Gainor	at	deirdre@psone.org.
	 This	is	a	special	issue	of	Periscope.		We	are	moving	out	in	differ-
ent	directions	making	new	connections	and	renewing	old	ones.		We	
would	love	to	hear	from	you.		I	extend	my	thanks	to	each	and	every	
one	of	you	who	has	made	our	school	a	better	place.		You	know	who	
you	are.		I	thank	you	from	the	bottom	of	my	heart.
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Joyful sounds erupt from the Music Room at lunchtime on 
Tuesdays. Drummers, guitarists, keyboardists and singers 
practice playing together as an ensemble. Listening, laughing 
and keeping the beat, Joey Wilson, Gavin Abraham, Harrison 
Ornest-Leslie, Louis Waldman, and Jack Ennis have been 
practicing to get ready to perform for the school. When ready 
they will play a lunchtime concert in the MPR for all to come 
and hear. The Tuesday Band is a great way to get a taste of 
what it takes to become a good musician and have a blast 
while you’re doing it!

A Beautiful Noise
By	Nancy	Reeves,	Music Specialist

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie
by	Christina	Garcia,	Librarian

Mystery Photo

Do	you	hold	the	key	to	identifying	this	
former	student?	Please	email	Deirdre	at 
deirdre@psone.org

Last issue's 
Mystery Photo is 
still unsolved

Admissions Update

We	enrolled	37	new	students	
from	22	different	schools.		
They	were	selected	from	a	
larger	applicant	pool	than	we	
ever	had.	We	send	a	warm	
welcome	to	our	wonderful	
new	PS#1	students	and	their	
families!

by	Karen	Ciccone	(Justin	Ciccone’s	Mom,	A/B’s	class)	
and	Heather	Nevell	(Trevor	Nevell’s	Mom,	L/M’s	class)	
Chairs	of	GPSFD.

Grandparents	Special	Friends	Day	(aka	GPSFD)

As	Gavin	Abraham	so	eloquently	put	it,	“I	remember	your	books	
from	when	I	was	in	preschool.”		Her	visit	to	PS#1	was	like	having	a	
rock	star	here.		I	think	it	is	important	for	the	kids	to	be	familiar	with	
a	creative	person’s	work	before	they	come	to	visit,	and	since	every	
single	one	of	them	knows	If You Give a Mouse a Cookie,	I	wanted	to	
concentrate	on	some	of	her	lesser-known	work.	But—they	begged	
for	If You Give a Mouse a Cookie	and	then	begged	for	more!		We	sat	
in	a	circle,	everyone	read	a	page,	and	then	passed	it	on.		As	you	
know,	the	sequencing	is	fairly	predictable,	and	each	one	of	them	
has	heard	the	book	about	one	zillion	times—and	it	is	almost	irresist-
ibly	difficult	not	to	chant	along.		But,	to	the	one	Older	who	couldn’t	
help	it,	one	of	their	peers	shushed:		“Don’t	ruin	it!”	

Sydney Fitzgerald with her Grandmother Carol Leff

Alonzo Maellet with Grandfather Michael Painter

Julian Handler with 

Uncle Fred and Grandmother Lyla Handler

Violet Murray 
with Grandmother Sharon Simpson 

Kalia Bornstein with Grandparents 

Ruth Bornstein and Ralph Kunin 

Olivia Fishman with 
Grandmother Joyce Sachs

Lily Belle Estes with Grandparents Joanne and Gil Segel

PS#1	Grandparents	
Memoir	Club

This is one of the few days we get to see the cross generations coming together to 
celebrate learning. It is such a great opportunity for the children to share their school 
with a special friend or a grandparent. We see how excited they are and love to be 
able to help make this day happen. It is an extreme honor to be able to serve PS#1, 
our children and our parents all at the same time and have so much fun in the process. 
We are grateful for the outpouring of support we get from parents willing to volunteer 
on this day. They make the day flow and share in the fun!

On	the	Field	of	Dreams	during	our	lunch,	
Joyce	Sachs,	a	new	PS#1	grandparent	
invited	all	grandparents	and	special	friends	
to	join	in	the	new	PS#1	Grandparents	
Memoir	Club.	They	were	invited	to	bring,	
their	memories,	a	journal,	and	a	pen	to	cre-
ate	the	greatest	legacy	they	can	give	their	
grandchildren.	Joyce,	a	teacher	and	play-
wright,	will	guide	us	through	the	workshops	
bringing	in	guest	writers	and	memoirists	
to	provide	inspiration	and	practical	advice.	
For	those	of	you	who	haven’t	had	a	chance	
to	join,	the	last	workshop	of	this	school	
year	will	be	on	June	5,	2008	at	1:10	pm	in	
the	Administration	Building	Conference	
Room	on	the	PS#1	campus.	Contact	Deirdre	
Gainor	at	310	394-1313	ext.	127	or	e-mail	
her	at	Deirdre@psone.org	to	sign	up.

Laura	Numeroff,	
author	of	many	
beloved	children’s	
books	came	to	PS#1	
on	April	11,	2008.



Personal Textbooks
By	Liam	Elliott	Stevens	
and	Caroline	Faith	Watts	(soon	to	be	PS#1	Graduates)
in	John	and	Chris’s	Class

Pi Day
Holly	and	Brad	&	John	and	Chris’s	Class

54

April was Poetry Month! 
At PS#1 every month is Poetry Month!
by	Christina	García,	Librarian

	 I	always	start	our	Library	story	sessions	
with	a	poem.		I	try	to	find	an	echo	or	a	com-
plement	or	an	image	or	a	phrase	to	frame	
the	experience	I	hope	the	children	will	have	
with	the	story	they	are	about	to	hear.	
	 There	is	so	much	poetry	(so	many	poems,	
so	little	time!)	that	it	is	tempting	to	stick	
to	one	fabulous	anthology	and	read	from	
cover-to-cover,	but,	I	try	to	mix	it	up	with:		
rhyming/nonrhyming/funny/serious/long/
short/old/new/familiar/introduction.

	 The Wheel Around the World	

	 If	all	the	world’s	children	
	 wanted	to	play	holding	hands	
	 they	could	happily	make	
	 a	wheel	around	the	sea.	
	 If	all	the	world’s	children	
	 wanted	to	play	holding	hands	
	 they	could	be	sailors	
	 and	build	a	bridge	across	the	seas.	
	 What	a	beautiful	chorus	we	would	make	
	 singing	around	the	earth	
	 if	all	the	humans	in	the	world	
	 wanted	to	dance	holding	hands!	

	 James	Berry	selected	this	traditional	
verse	from	Mozambique,	and,	in	fact	all	the	
poems	for	the	poetry	anthology,	Around 
the World in Eighty Poems,	illustrated	by	
Katherine	Lucas.	In	the	preface,	he	writes	to	

	 We	have	had	multiple	assignments	to	do	
throughout	the	year	in	John	and	Chris’s	
class	in	our	Personal	Textbooks.	In	these	
personal	textbooks,	we	are	assigned	to	
write	a	short	paragraph	and	draw	a	picture	
about	Ancient	Greece	or	The	Human	
Body.	Within	a	few	days	of	completion,	we	
view	the	other	students’	work	and	share	
our	own.	An	advantage	of	creating	these	
personal	textbooks	is	that	we	get	to	decide	
which	sections	of	our	learning	are	most	
important	to	depict.	Thus,	we	can	see	a	va-
riety	of	entries	from	all	of	our	classmates.	
Another	benefit	about	these	black	faux	
leather	journals	is	that	when	we	are	older	
and	we	take	out	our	cherished	personal	
textbooks	to	read	our	entries,	we	will	be	
reminded	what	we	were	most	interested	
in	during	the	5th	or	6th	grade.	It	is	bet-
ter	than	a	published	textbook	because	it	
contains	our	own	creations,	opinions,	and	
thoughts.	We	can	express	ourselves	about	
History	and	Science	while	still	learning	
about	topics	related	to	school.	Personal	
Textbooks	are	an	asset	to	our	5th	and	6th	
grade	education	and	to	discover	our	talents	
in	literature,	creativity,	science,	and	history.	

	 On	March	14,	the	two	oldest	classes	
worked	together	to	discover	the	magic	
of	Pi,	the	mathematical	constant	derived	
from	the	ratio	of	the	circumference	to	the	
diameter.	
	 Each	of	the	three	math	groups	from	
Holly	and	Brad’s	class	and	John	and	Chris’	
class	did	a	brief	math	lesson	on	turning	
fractions	into	decimals,	the	parts	of	a	circle,	
and	for	the	sixth	grade	equivalent	students,	
using	ratios	and	equivalent	fractions	to	
solve	an	algebraic	equation.	
	 The	math	lessons	created	a	foundation	
for	what	came	next.	
	 Outside	on	the	Euclid	yard	22	students	
stood	around	the	circle	on	the	basketball	
court,	while	seven	students	stood	on	the	
centerline.	With	allowances	made	for	
our	individual	sizes	we	figured	that	the	
22	filled	the	circle	and	the	seven	filled	
the	centerline.	Then	we	returned	to	the	
benches	to	“crunch	the	numbers.”	
	 If	you	divide	22	by	7,	you	begin	to	work	
out	the	constant	Pi.	As	soon	as	shouts	of	
“It	works!”	began	echoing	under	the	
awning,	we	knew	that	success	was	ours.	
Pi	had	been	discovered,	but	could	we	prove	
that	it	worked	every	time?	Yes	we	could	
as	we	measured	CD’s,	tape	rolls,	quarters,	
dimes,	jar	lids,	Frisbees,	hula-hoops,	and	all	
items	round.	Each	time	the	ratio	ended	up	
so	close	to	3.14,	that	cheers	erupted.	

“	Poetry	makes	you	think.	Some	poems	are		
puzzling,	yet	they	give	you	strong	images	to	
work	on,	to	get	an	understanding.	You	feel	
they	are	telling	something	important	about	
your	life	and	living.”	

 

An	advantage	of	creating	these	personal	text-
books	is	that	we	get	to	decide	which	sections	of	
our	learning	are	most	important	to	depict.

Curriculum Connections

	 Once	the	math	portion	was	complete,	it	
was	time	to	eat.	A	bounty	of	pies,	cookies,	
cakes,	and	even	a	donut	or	two	ended	the	
lesson	on	a	resounding	note.	Math	came	
alive	in	the	hearts,	minds,	and	stomachs	of	
our	students,	and	we	hope	that	this	lesson	
lasts	a	long	time.	

children:	“Poetry	makes	you	think.	Some	po-
ems	are	puzzling,	yet	they	give	you	strong	
images	to	work	on,	to	get	an	understanding.	
You	feel	they	are	telling	something	impor-
tant	about	your	life	and	living.”	
	 I	think	of	Library	Time	as	one	big	smor-
gasbord:	I	serve	up	a	little	bit	of	everything,	
hoping	that	there	will	be	something	deli-
cious	for	everyone.	I	do	this	because	I	truly	
believe	that	everyone	is	a	reader—we	just	
need	to	find	out	what	it	is	that	we	want	to	
read	about.

Math	came	alive	in	the	hearts,	
minds,	and	stomachs	of	our	
students,	and	we	hope	that	this	
lesson	lasts	a	long	time.		
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 In the beginning years, when PS #1 was a fledgling organiza-
tion, the group of dedicated teachers worked together without 
a formal head or board.  After some time Joel transitioned from 
teaching full time and running the school to taking on the role 
of head of school and part-time teacher. Ten years later, we 
formed an advisory board comprised of faculty, parents and 
community members, who helped guide the institution but did 
not have any fiduciary responsibility.  In 1993 the next step in 
PS #1’s development occurred with the forming of a traditional 
Board of Trustees which had fiduciary and legal responsibility 
for the school. The Board of Trustees has grown and improved 
with age and experience.  It is a vital part of this successful 
institution, and a major contributor to its well-being.  
 We are proud to present our current board members— 

The History and Evolution of the PS#1 Board 

Andrea Holtzman
Andi	is	a	current	parent	
of	an	older	in	Holly	and	
Brad’s	class.		Her	daughter	
Madelyn	has	been	at	PS#1	
for	6	years.		Before	even	
entering	the	school	in	the	
fall	of	2002,	Andi	volun-
teered	to	co-chair	the	Hos-
pitality	Committee,	serving	
as	the	committee’s	head	
the	following	year.		She	
co-chaired	the	Auction	for	
3	consecutive	years,	and	
is	currently	serving	a	third	
term	on	the	PS#1	Parent	
Guild	Executive	Commit-
tee.	In	2007,	Andi	joined	
the	Board	of	Directors	and	
is	a	member	of	the	Out-
reach	Committee.		“I	have	
learned	so	much	about	
our	school	and	appreciate	
the	solid	foundation	that	
drives	PS#1	into	the	future,	
as	well	as	working	with	a	
great	group	of	people	who	
work	hard	to	make	a	differ-
ence	for	our	children	and	
their	school,	“	says	Andi.

Avi Brosh
Serving	his	second	year	
on	the	Board	and	current	
Chair	of	the	Buildings	
and	Grounds	Committee,		
Avi	is	currently	lending	
his	guidance	to	the	
construction	of	the	8th	
Classroom	and	Aftercare	
space.	Professionally,	Avi	
defines	himself	as	a	Real	
Estate	Developer/Hote-
lier.		He	has	two	children,	
Elle	who	graduated	in	
2005	and	Archer	who	is	
in	John	and	Chris’s	class	
and	will	be	graduating	
PS#1	this	year.		

Jeff Dinkin
Served	as	Board	Chair	for	
4	years,	currently	serving	
as	the	Chair	of	Annual	Giv-
ing	for	2007-2008.		Jeff	
has	also	served	on	Build-
ings	and	Grounds	Commit-
tee	and	helped	to	acquire,	
design,	and	oversee	the	
construction	of	the	Field	
of	Dreams.		He	is	both	a	
current	parent	with	Aaron	
in	the	youngers,	and	an	
alumni	parent	having	had	
3	daughters	graduate	from	
PS#1,	two	of	whom	are	
at	Crossroads	and	one	at	
Harvard	Westlake.		“It	has	
given	me	great	satisfac-
tion	to	be	able	to	actively	
participate	in	my	children’s	
school	and	help	to	make	
the	school	a	better	place	
for	those	families	that	fol-
low	us,	just	as	the	families	
who	preceded	us	helped	
enhance	the	school	for	our	
kids,	“	says	Jeff.

Chris Fillo
Chris	joined	the	Admin-
istration	and	Finance	
Committee	in	the	2002-3	
school	year,	and	joined	
the	Board	the	following	
academic	year.		Chris	
has	one	son,	Benny,	who	
graduated	in	2007	and	
a	son	Henry,	currently	
Brad	and	Holly’s	class.		
Chris	runs	a	company	
that	manages	money,	in-
vestments,	and	provides	
business	consulting	to	a	
small	group	of	wealthy	in-
vestors.		“Being	involved,	
reaffirms	my	confidence	
in	PS#1,”	says	Chris.

Brian Estwick
New	to	the	Board	this	
year	and	alumnus	parent	
with	a	child	at	Harvard	
Westlake	middle	school,	
Brian	has	three	other	
children,	one	of	whom	
is	a	teacher	in	San	
Francisco,	one	who	has	
completed	college	at	
Columbia	University	this	
year,	and	one	is	4	years	
old.		As	a	grandpar-
ent	and	working	as	an	
ophthalmologist	with	a	
Master’s	in	Health	Admin-
istration,	Brian	says,	
“Am	I	done	yet?”

Nathan Goldberg
Nathan	loves	PS#1	for	
what	it	stands	for:	caring,	
empathy,	loving	children,	
strong	academic	environ-
ment,	and	diversity.		He	
is	serving	his	3rd	year	on	
the	Board	as	a	member	
of	the	Capital	Campaign	
Committee.		His	son	
Brendan	is	in	Lianne	
and	Mary’s	class.	By	
day,	Nathan	is	a	lawyer	
specializing	in	civil	rights.	
“I	see	PS#1	as	fitting	in	
with	the	values	that	our	
family	espouses	and	tries	
to	teach	our	child	–	toler-
ance,	empathy,	caring	
about	others,	learning	
for	its	own	sake,	and	the	
love	of	learning,”	says	
Nathan.

Lauren Fite
Lauren	is	a	parent	of	an	
alumnus	Lexi	who	is	a	
9th	grader	at	the	Archer	
School	for	Girls,	and	
Aidan,	in	the	olders	in	
John	and	Chris’s	class.		
Lauren	works	part	time	
as	a	physician’s	assistant	
in	a	medical	clinic	in	
downtown	Los	Angeles.		
As	a	member	of	the	Board	
since	2006,	Lauren	has	
been	working	on	the	
Outreach	Committee,	cur-
rently	serving	as	Chair,	to	
improve	the	school’s	vis-
ibility	and	recognition	in	
the	community.		She	has	
also	served	as	Secretary	
since	joining	the	Board.		
“My	volunteer	work	at	the	
school	has	been	meaning-
ful	and	rewarding	due	to	
the	supportive	and	caring	
nature	at	PS#1,”	says	
Lauren.

Hugh Harrison
Hugh	has	worn	many	hats	
during	his	6	years	on	the	
Board,	serving	as	Board	
Chair,	and	currently	Chair	
of	the	Strategic	Planning	
Committee	and	member	
of	the	Budget	Committee.		
Hugh	is	an	Administrative	
Law	Judge	with	the	State	
of	California.		His	daugh-
ter	Nicole,	now	age	20,	
attended	PS#1	for	seven	
years,	Crossroads	for	
middle	and	high	school,	
and	currently	is	a	profes-
sional	ballet	dancer	with	
the	Sacramento	Ballet.

Kedren Werner
Kedren	and	her	husband	
Peter	both	became	
members	of	the	board	in	
2005.Their	son,	James,	
is	in	Lianne	and	Mary’s	
class.	Kedren	is	carrying	
on	the	family	tradition.	
Her	parents	helped	
establish	the	Head	Start	
Program,	The	Center	
for	Early	Education	and	
other	educational	institu-
tions.	She	recognizes	
teaching	is	inconspicu-
ous	work	that	doesn’t	
get	much	attention:	it’s	
a	matter	of	continuous	
hard	work	and	effort.	“It	
is	because	of	such	teach-
ers	(and	staff)	dedicated	
to	fostering	the	future	
that	our	children	can	
grow	and	thrive	here	at

Sharon Morrill
Mother	to	Reece	Robinov,	
currently	in	Abbie	and	
Billy’s	Class,	Sharon	has	
been	at	the	school	for	4	
years	and	served	on	the	
Board	for	almost	2	years.		
She	is	enjoying	her	new	
job	as	a	full	time	mom	af-
ter	retiring	from	15	years	
in	children’s	entertain-
ment	and	8	years	in	film	
entertainment.		She	is	
currently	the	Chair	of	the	
Capital	Campaign	Com-
mittee	for	the	Board.

Joel Pelcyger
As	Head	of	School	for	37	
years,	Joel	has	served	on	
the	Board	since	its	incep-
tion.		His	granddaughter	
is	currently	attending	
PS#1.		Says	Joel,	“It	is	my	
life’s	work.”		

Abbie Pertulla
Abbie	has	been	an	active	
member	in	all	of	the	dif-
ferent	iterations	of	gov-
erning	bodies	at	PS	#1.		
She	is	an	alumni	parent	
of	three	PS	#1	graduates.		
She	continues	to	teach	
full	time	at	PS#1	as	well	
as	serve	on	the	Strategic	
Planning	Committee,	and	
the	Building	and	Grounds	
Committee.

Maggie Rosenfeld
Maggie	has	been	in	her	
current	position	at	PS#1	
as	Director	of	Finance	
and	Operations	since	
2002.		She	is	the	mother	
of	two	PS#1	graduates,	
Andrew,	now	26	and	
Daniel,	now	23.		During	
her	span	at	PS#1,	which	
began	in	1987,	Maggie	
has	been	involved	at	
many	different	levels:		
President	of	the	Parents	
Guild,	Co-Chair	of	the	
Auction	for	2	years,	Chair	
of	the	Board	of	Directors,	
and	Chair	of	PS#1’s	first	
Capital	Campaign	Com-
mittee	that	raised	the	
money	to	build	our	cur-
rent	classroom	buildings.		
Prior	to	working	at	PS#1,	
Maggie	was	a	partner	in	
a	Los	Angeles	law	firm.		
She	has	been	married	
to	her	husband	Mort	for	
over	35	years.		Mort	was	
also	a	member	of	the	
PS#1	Board	of	Directors	
in	the	1990s.		

Ron Segall
Ron	is	currently	serv-
ing	his	6th	year	on	the	
Board,	and	has	been	
actively	involved	in	the	
Standards	and	Search	
and	Administration	and	
Finance	Committees.		His	
daughter	Gina	graduated	
two	years	ago	and	is	now	
in	the	8th	grade	at	Wind-
ward	School.		He	recently	
sold	his	distribution	com-
pany	that	he	managed	
for	over	20	years	and	is	
now	in	a	transition	to	a	
life	of	more	leisure	and	
perhaps	includes	a	(very)	
limited	return	to	his	roots	
as	a	design	consultant.

Bruce Tobey
Father	to	Will	in	Lianne	
and	Mary’s	class,	to	Jack	
in	Traci	and	Nicole’s	
class,	and	to	PS#1	alum	
Dominique,	Bruce	is	an	
executive	in	the	motion	
picture	industry.	He	is	
the	current	Chief	Operat-
ing	Officer	at	CBS	Films,	
a	newly	formed	feature	
film	division	with	the	CBS	
Corporation.		Prior	to	
this,	Bruce	was	a	Senior	
Executive	at	Paramount	
Pictures.		Bruce	and	
his	wife	Rae	find	their	
involvement	in	PS#1	to	
be	rewarding.		“It	gives	
you	something	else	to	
share	with	your	children	
and	makes	you	appreci-
ate	just	how	special	PS#1	
really	is,”	he	says.	

Joanne Van Emburgh
Joanne	is	a	7th	year	
parent	at	the	school.		Her	
daughter	Emily	Surloff	is	
in	John	and	Chris’s	class.		
Joanne	is	in	her	second	
year	on	the	Board	and	
serves	as	Board	Chair,	
Chair	of	the	Standards	
and	Search	Committee,	
and	is	a	member	of	the	
Outreach	Committee.		
After	25	years	of	practice	
as	an	attorney,	both	in	
private	practice	and	as	
in-house	counsel	with	
Toyota,	Joanne	retired	
in	2006	and	is	“greatly	
enjoying	the	increased	
time	for	home	and	fam-
ily.”		Joanne	is	married	to	
Sam	Surloff,	an	attorney	
and	businessman.

Andrew Watts
Proud	father	of	Caroline,	
Ian,	and	Alec	and	the	
lucky	husband	of	the	
beautiful	and	multi-tal-
ented	Cathy,	Andrew	
serves	on	the	Administra-
tion	and	Finance	Commit-
tee	and	the	Investment	
Sub-Committee	oversee-
ing	the	investment	of	
the	school’s	endowment.		
For	his	day	job,	Andrew	
is	a	Portfolio	Manager	
at	a	global	investment	
firm	based	in	downtown	
LA.		“My	service	on	the	
Board	is	based	on	my	
deep	belief	in	the	value	
of	a	quality	education	
for	both	my	children	
and	society	as	a	whole,	
inspired	by	my	father’s	
love	of	knowledge	and	
the	sacrifices	he	and	my	
mother	made	for	their	
children’s	education,”	
says	Andrew.

by	Abbie	Pertulla,	Teacher,	Board	Member	and	Alumni	Parent

	PS#1.”	She	participates	
on	the	Board	to	support	
the	school	in	its	efforts	to	
help	our	children	achieve	
their	goals	and	to	express	
her	appreciation	for	the	
people	who	work	behind	
the	scenes	to	keep	our	
school’s	philosophy	vital	
and	healthy.
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We	try	to	include	as	many	Alumni	updates	as	space	
allows.	If	you	were	not	included	in	this	column,	and	you	
sent	us	an	update,	please	look	for	your	feature	in	an	
upcoming	issue.	We	love	hearing	your	news!
	 Check out the website this spring . We are creatingCheck	out	the	website	this	spring	.	We	are	creating	
a	portal	where	all	the	alumni	updates	will	be	available.

In this alumni corner we include three 
offspring of our current administra-
tion team.  Andrew Rosenfeld, Brandon 
Bogajewicz, and Brian Roth all started 
at PS#1 on the same day in 1987.  Their 
mothers — Maggie, Director of Finance 
and Operations, Deirdre, Outreach 
Coordinator and Andrea, Director of 
Admissions, are thankfully still actively 
involved at PS#1. 

Daniel Rosenfeld,	1990-1997
	 Daniel	graduated	from	Yale	College	last	
May	with	a	BS/MS	in	chemistry.		In	Septem-
ber	he	began	a	PhD	program	in	physical	
chemistry	at	Stanford.		He	specializes	in	
physical	and	theoretical	chemistry.		His	in-
terest	is	in	the	spectroscopy	of	condensed	
matter	systems.		He	has	been	working	on	
studying	very	small	systems	containing	wa-
ter	for	the	past	several	years.		In	his	spare	
time,	Daniel	enjoys	movies,	board	games	
and	playing	trivia	with	his	fiancée,	Lauren,	
who	is	currently	teaching	math	at	the	Menlo	
School	in	Northern	California.

Andrew Rosenfeld,	1987-1994
	 Andrew	Rosenfeld	received	his	BA	and	
MA	in	Economics	jointly	from	Yale	Univer-
sity	in	2004.		At	Yale,	Andrew	competed	
for	the	Varsity	Tennis	Team	for	four	years.	
Since	graduating	he	has	worked	at	Canyon	
Capital	Advisors,	a	$19	billion	alternative	
asset	management	firm	located	in	Beverly	
Hills.		At	Canyon,	Andrew	focuses	on	invest-
ments	in	public	equities,	high	yield	debt	
and	distressed	debt.		Andrew	lives	in	Los	
Angeles	and	enjoys	traveling	and	the	out-
doors	(running,	hiking,	beach,	tennis)	in	his	
spare	time.

Brandon Bogajewicz,	1987-1994
	 After	attending	Venice	High	where	
Brandon's	volleyball	team	went	to	the	city	
finals,	Brandon	graduated	from	Vassar	Col-

lege	in	2004.		He	worked	in	New	York	for	
two	years	doing	marketing	and	photogra-
phy	before	spending	last	winter	in	Shanghai	
teaching	English	as	a	second	language.	
His	MEin08	campaign	took	him	across	the	
country	this	fall	with	stops	in	20	major	cit-
ies.		A	quick	trip	to	Poland	this	Christmas	to	
visit	his	father’s	new	family	landed	him	on	
an	English	language	slang	television	show	
as	host	and	writer.		He	plans	to	return	to	
the	states	in	June	and	continue	his	MEin08	
tour	since	MEin12	doesn’t	have	the	same	
ring	to	it.

Brian Roth,	1987-1995
	 Brian	Roth	is	teaching	second	grade	stu-
dents	in	San	Francisco,	while	simultaneous-
ly	working	towards	obtaining	his	California	
state	teaching	credential.		When	he	was	in	
Deirdre’s	class	at	PS#1,	he	told	her	that	he	
was	going	to	be	a	teacher	when	he	grew	up.	
She	remembers	thinking	at	that	time	how	
lucky	the	children	would	be	who	got	to	have	
Brian	for	their	teacher	—	the	way	he	would	
support	his	classmates,	as	excited	as	they	
were	when	they	tackled	a	difficult	challenge	
and	won,	plus	his	curiosity	for	learning	new	
things,	his	caring	about	how	others	felt	and	
his	willingness	to	work	things	out	on	the	
playground,	all	were	seeds	for	him	to	excel	
at	passing	on	the	love	for	learning.		When	
Brian	now	finds	himself	in	need	of	inspira-
tion	in	his	own	classroom,	he	is	amazed	at	
how	often	he	refers	back	to	the	lessons	and	
values	he	learned	during	his	time	at	PS#1.	
We	wish	him	the	very	best.

Heidi Seibold Moore,	1982-1987
	 Heidi	is	an	Administrative	Assistant	in	
the	Department	of	Gastroenterology	and	
Hepatology	at	the	University	of	Colorado	
Health	Sciences	Center	in	Denver,	Colorado.		
She	lives	with	her	husband,	Scott	and	her	3	
year	old	son,	Jordan,	in	the	Denver	suburb	
of	Englewood.		Her	mom,	Louana,	who	for	

many	years	was	the	PS#1	health	advi-
sor,	has	recently	moved	to	the	same	area,	
teaches	at	two	nursing	schools,	and	spends	
a	lot	of	time	with	them.	

Sami Shapiro, 1998-2005
	 A	freshman	at	Windward,	Sami	has	been	
a	member	of	the	US	National	gymnastics	
team	for	two	years.		Since	early	March	she	
has	had	three	international	assignments	
from	the	National	team.		The	first	one	in	
Montreal	,	The	GYMNIX	International,	she	
won	four	gold	medals	and	one	bronze	
medal.		The	second	one	in	Italy,	the	JE-
SOLO	Grand	Prix,	she	helped	the	US	Team	
win	Team	Gold.		The	most	challenging	meet,	
The	2008	Pacific	Rim	Championship	took	
place	on	March	29,	2008.		It	was	a	very	ex-
citing	opportunity	for	Sami	as	the	competi-
tion	included	top	competitors	from	14	other	
countries	including	China,	Russia,	Australia,	
Japan,	among	others.		NBC	sports	covered	
the	meet	and	it	aired	on	television	on	April	
13	on	NBC.		The	U.S.	team	won	team	gold.		
Sami	also	won	first	on	bars	and	second	in	
the	All-Around.		With	all	the	hard	work	that	
it	takes	to	compete	on	this	level,	Sami	has	
managed	to	keep	on	top	of	her	academ-
ics.		We	all	wish	her	the	best	of	luck	in	the	
upcoming	competitions.	

Gabe Schuman,	1999-2006
	 Gabe	is	attending	Windward	School,	and	
loves	it.		He	made	the	Dean’s	list	for	aca-
demic	performance,	winning	both	perfor-
mance	and	leadership	awards	last	year.		He	
is	one	of	3	middle	school	kids	to	have	been	
promoted	to	the	Advanced	music	program.	
Gabe	has	a	wide	circle	of	friends	and,	of	
course,	plays	sports,	sports,	sports;	he	is	
looking	forward	to	participating	in	the	P	S	
#1	Alumni	Basketball	Game.

Stephanie Elzas, 1986-1994
	 Stephanie	went	to	Windward	School	and	

Rhode	Island	School	of	Design	after	leaving	
PS#1.		She	has	been	working	for	Pamela	
Barish,	Woo	Inc.,	and	is	currently	working	
at	Sony/20th	Century	Fox	in	the	costume	
department.		Stephanie	wants	“to	keep	
on	keeping	on”,	which	we	take	to	mean	to	
continue	designing	clothing	and	working.		
She	remembers	fondly	the	lemon	tree	in	
the	back	yard	of	the	original	school,	and	
she	came	to	the	35th	Reunion.

Alumni Perspective

Jennifer Astman Pozen, 1975-1979
	 After	I	left	PS	#1	in	1979,	I	went	to	the	
Oakwood	School	in	North	Hollywood,	
where	I	graduated	in	1988.		I	became	very	
passionate	about	dancing	in	4th	grade,	
and	studied	dance	as	a	hobby	all	the	way	
through	high	school.		I	entered	UCLA	in	
the	fall	of	1988	as	a	dance	major.		As	an	ex-
change	student	to	Italy	on	an	AFS	program,	
I	began	a	long	love	affair	with	the	coun-
try,	and	after	two	more	visits	I	decided	to	
spend	my	third	year	of	school	in	Florence,	
studying	Art	history	and	Italian.		Leaving	
Italy	was	VERY	difficult,	but	I	knew	I	wanted	
to	finish	college,	and	returned	in	1991	to	
graduate	from	UCLA	with	a	degree	in	Art	
History	in	1993.
	 I	became	a	licensed	and	certified	mas-
sage	therapist	in	1996.		After	many	years	
of	practice,	I	wanted	a	specialty	in	my	field,	
and	chose	pregnancy	massage.		In	2001	
I	became	a	labor	doula.		Watching	birth	
defined	life	in	a	whole	new	way	and	I	knew	
I	had	found	my	professional	calling.		I	now	
combine	massage	with	birth	work,	and	
hope	to	become	a	lactation	consultant	in	
the	next	few	years.
	 I	was	married	in		2005,	and	in	November	
of	2006,	we	became	parents	to	Raphael,	our	
son,	who	is	the	BEST	gift	life	has	given	us.		
We	live	in	Santa	Monica	with	our	toddler	and	
our	Rhodesian	ridgeback,	Mazzy	Star.

Josh Berger,	1985-1990
	 After	high	school	I	attended	Duke	
University	and	studied	English	and	Psychol-
ogy.		While	there,	I	earned	my	secondary	
school	certification	and	worked	with	the	
men's	basketball	team	as	a	student	man-
ager.		After	college	I	accepted	a	position	
as	the	Director	of	Player	Development	for	
the	University	of	Missouri	men's	basketball	
team,	and	acquired	a	Master's	in	English.	
During	the	past	few	years	I	lived	in	Atlanta	
teaching	high	school	English,	directing	a	
peer	leadership	program,	and	coaching	
varsity	basketball.		I	moved	back	to	LA	and	
I	am	now	teaching	at	Brentwood	happily	
reunited	with	friends	and	family.	
	 PS#1	taught	me	at	an	early	age	that	
education	is	not	about	competition.		I	
remember	working	on	a	long-term	group	
project	in	Diana	and	Libby's	fourth	through	
sixth	grade	class.		The	project	was	to	set	
up	a	game	where	the	team	that	did	the	
best	would	travel	the	furthest	distance	
in	our	imaginary	airplanes.		At	the	end	of	
the	unit	there	was	an	award	presentation.	
Ben	Gales,	my	best	friend	at	the	time,	got	
acknowledged	for	the	positive	leadership	
he	displayed	working	with	younger	group	
members.		Ben	Gales?		His	group	finished	
near	last	place?		The	prioritization	is	now	
obvious	and	has	stuck	with	me	throughout	
the	years.		It	is	hard	to	imagine	an	elemen-
tary	school	better	illustrating	William	Yeats’	
sentiment	that	"education	is	not	the	filling	
of	a	pail,	but	the	lighting	of	a	fire."	

Ross Greenman,	1989-1993
	 I	graduated	with	a	Political	Science	
degree	from	UC	Berkeley	in	2003.		While	
at	Cal	I	was	a	member	of	the	Zeta	Beta	Tau	
(ZBT)	fraternity.		I	participated	in	an	intern-
ship	program	in	Washington,	DC	where	I	
was	working	for	Wolf	Blitzer	at	CNN	during	
the	9/11	attacks.		It	was	a	terrifying	but	very	
formative	time	for	me.

	 After	finishing	at	Cal	I	went	straight	into	
Law	School	at	UC	Hastings	College	of	the	
Law	in	San	Francisco.		At	Hastings	I	was	
an	Articles	Editor	on	the	Law	Journal	(law	
review)	and	also	the	school's	elected	social	
chair	for	a	year,	among	other	things.		I	was	
very,	very	busy	but	also	pretty	balanced,	at	
least	for	a	law	student.		I	also	really	loved	
living	in	San	Francisco,	it's	an	amazing	city	
and,	as	much	as	I	love	LA,	I	miss	it.
	 After	passing	the	California	Bar	I	spent	
some	time	traveling	before	moving	back	to	
LA	to	take	a	job	as	a	Deputy	District	Attor-
ney	for	LA	County.		I	didn't	really	foresee	
doing	criminal	law	during	law	school	but	
the	experience	is	unbeatable	and	exciting.		
I	spend	about	6	hours	a	day	in	the	court	
room	and	on	the	record	and	am	engaged	in	
Jury	Trials	on	almost	a	weekly	basis.
	 I	am	still	in	touch	with	a	few	other	PS#1	
people	on	occasion	—	notably	Zack	Arnstein	
and	Russell	Frieder.		Also,	one	of	my	first	
legal	jobs	as	a	law	clerk	for	the	LA	City	
Attorney's	office	(after	my	first	year	of	law	
school)	came	about	when	my	mother	ran	
into	Abbie	Perttula	at	Zack's	book	signing.		
She	put	me	in	touch	with	Josh	Perttula	who	
was	at	the	time	in	Rocky	Delgadillo’s	office.		
He	helped	me	get	that	internship	and	I'm	
sure,	down	the	road,	that	helped	me	get	
my	current	job	as	a	DA.		So	obviously	these	
various	friendships	and	connections	from	
way	back	continue	to	play	out	in	new	and	
mysterious	ways.

Lauren,	Daniel’s	fiancee,	Daniel,	and	Andrew	Rosenfeld

Brian	Roth

Andrew,	Brandon	and	Brian	among	others Brandon	Bogajewicz

Sami	Shapiro


