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New PS#1
Board Members

PS#1 is proud to announce the addition of
two new board members. Their expertise
and dedication will help PS#1 continue to
flourish.
Mary Garvey will begin her fifth year at
PS#1 in September. During that time,
she has served on the Parent Guild
board, worked with the admissions office,
assisted with fundraising and helped out
in both of her sons' ( Harry 9 and Ned 6 )
classrooms. She is married to George and
is involved with the California Committee
for the Human Rights Watch and Children’s
Hospital. She is also a member of the Junior
League of Los Angeles.
Jason Russell has two daughters. Aislinn,
7 currently attends PS#1. Cosette, 5 will be
a Younger in September. Jason is a member
of the Annual Giving Committee and has
been heavily involved at his daughter’s
preschool (The First School) for the last
three years. He is a litigation partner at
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP.
In addition to being named one of the “Top
20 Lawyers under 40” in 2008 in the state
of California, Jason’s accomplishments
includes three Ironman triathlons.

Save The Date!
September

8

All School Picnic Field of Dreams 5–7pm

9

Make New Friends Day

10
23,24

October

3

First Day of School
State of the School Night and Class Meetings

Fathers Breakfast

Yearbook

With good fortune, PS#1 had the talent of Lorna Turner
this year to help design and lay out our yearbook. We are
grateful for her gracious support and recommend her
work. Lorna can be reached at www.lornaturner.com.

Mystery Photo
Do you hold the key to identifying these
PS#1 Alumni? Please email Deirdre at
deirdre@psone.org

I am Killian and Caitlin
Clarke’s mother, Lisa
Thompson (Clarke)
and we were at PS#1
from 1992-96. We
just recently came
to LA and visited the
school and had a nice
chat with Joel. When
the Periscope came
yesterday, I noticed
the photo on the back
page and those three
were actually friends of
Killian and Caitlin’s, so
Caitlin and I are positive
about the two boys, who
are Colin Lenington and
Taizo Tachibano.
Editor's note: The third
child is Rebecca Frank.
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Letter to the Editor

In response to Louise’s letter to the editor in Periscope Spring 09 where she expressed
some dismay at the use of the word 'proper' in describing 'proper' English.
It is not without some irony that a day intended to celebrate diversity of heritage within
our school community (as expressed by food) provokes a dialogue about stereotypes. The
best part about life is you get to learn something new every day. Even as an adult you are
still a student. I am sure she knows we did not intend any malice or offense to anyone or
any group within our Dishversity Day recap, which appeared in the Winter 09 Periscope.
We meant only to convey the great varieties of foods presented by our families this year,
and how many different countries and regions were represented. What many of us did
learn is although a comment is intended positively it might not be received as such. Further, common phrases can be viewed as stating a stereotype.
Is it possible for everyone to be aware of everyone else’s sensitivities all the time? Probably not. But is it worth the effort to make the attempt? Of course. So if a certain individual or group is offended by a remark then it behooves them to speak up and enlighten.
That is essentially the only way that we will grow as a solid, trusting community.
Thank you Louise, for speaking up.
Diane Solomon and Lori Lahman
Parent Volunteer Co-Chairs, Dishversity Day (December 08)

We encourage our readers to send in their thoughts, opinions and ideas to Deirdre@psone.org

Summer in the Life of a Head of School – It’s all about reflection
and preparation.
I co-founded PS#1 in 1971. September marks the beginning of our
39th year as an independent elementary school in Santa Monica.
You might ask, “Don’t you have it down yet, Joel? Can’t you just
mail in your work by now? Can there really be anything else left to
think about?” The answers are clear: “No. No. And Yes.”
We close the doors on another school year on Moving Up Day. I
get to work with teachers for another week after that. And then my
summer begins. The first thing I do is re-read our Mission Statement
(above). Everything we do is mission based. Everything we do we
do for a reason. The first essential ingredient in a good school—at
any level—is that it stand for something. Look at some of the key
words in our mission statement:
diverse
In a time when many schools have made substantial cutbacks in
financial aid due to the economic crisis, and though we processed
more than 140 new applications to PS#1 this year and could have
filled our school only with those families who could afford a full tuition, we still decided to increase our financial aid budget by more
than 8% so that it now constitutes 14.7% of tuition. Also we have
rented a traveling diversity exhibit called “In Our Family” (www.
familydiv.org) so we can be working this Winter with our students
and their parents in a program which challenges stereotypes and
helps dismantle prejudice by celebrating and affirming differences
of all kinds. WHY?—because of our commitment to our mission.
community
Our Board of Directors, Parents Guild leadership, and Administrators work closely together to refine our community outreach
efforts and collective events because we know that our children
are best served when their parents immerse themselves also in
the life of their school. And now that community has spread to
include grandparents as we begin the second year of our very active Grandparents Memoir Club. Another example - just yesterday,
eight of our teachers joined Nancy and me for a meeting about a
new project that we had discussed at our year end meetings but
needed time this summer to prepare together so we could initiate
it in the fall. Volunteers and teachers working on their vacations WHY?—because of our commitment to our mission.
balancing tradition and innovation
I wrote of traditions above. There are also many traditional elements in our practice of teaching. But we remain cutting-edge
in how we deliver our education. Several teachers are attending
education workshops and conferences this summer. If it works,
we aim to improve; when it doesn’t, we seek out new ways with
our teaching partners, with our cluster mates, and with the whole
faculty. WHY?—because of our commitment to our mission.

multi-faceted approach
We know children learn in different ways, at different rates, and at
different times so we need to differentiate our instruction to accommodate all types of learners. This summer our faculty is reading two
books together—Integrating Differentiated Instruction and Understanding by Design and Young Geographers. These books were written in 2006 and 1934, respectively. We learn from the old and from
the new. WHY?—because of our commitment to our mission.

strong academic and personal skills
fulfill potential
confident members of society
Listening to all of our Graduates speak to their school, their families, and their friends on their Graduation night every year leaves
you with no doubt that each and every one of them has emerged
from their elementary school experience having mastered these
qualities. WHY? - because of our commitment to our mission.
Because so many of us experience PS#1 with these thoughts in
mind, one could assume everyone understands all of these complex
ideas and concepts. Even for those who “get it,” a refresher course
is always helpful. That’s the first ingredient of my summer – thinking about our mission and how what we do on a daily, monthly, and
yearly basis serves to support the mission.
I ask myself: “How do we translate these words into action?
What have we done in the past year to enhance student learning
and build a community of children and adults? What’s worked?
What hasn’t? How can we improve? What issues need to be faced
and how do we assure that we give enough time to address and
implement necessary changes?” PS#1 leads a self-examined life.
We are a school steeped in tradition. Many of the same traditions have been observed in each decade of our existence. Everyone who passes through our gates has the opportunity to ‘touch’
(influence) these traditions and to be touched by them. We refine
them; we make them better; we make them more relevant to each
succeeding generation. I have many meetings during the summer to plan for the coming year with parents, staff, teachers, and
people from outside our school. If all goes well, nothing happens
by accident - that’s the best way to prepare for the unexpected and
keep our perspective to ‘do right by children.’
Let me mention one more significant change. Everyone can now
read about what we are doing every single week on our school’s
portal. You can enter through the website (www.psone.org), click
on The Portal, and enter in the code from the front gate. If you forget what that was, call us at (310) 394-1313 to find out. Read about
our school, your school. And once you do, work with us to make
it even better. It’s never been easier to participate. I am proud of
all that we have accomplished and I look forward to all that we will
accomplish in the years ahead. Thanks partners. I hope you are
having a great summer. I know I am.
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Volunteer Appreciation Week June 1–5, 2009

Auction

Traditions, Old… and New
PS#1 is a great school. We are a great school because of the
philosophy, the faculty, the facilities, our headmaster, and because
of the families who choose to come here. Their wit, their wisdom,
their talents and their expertise all enhance and enrich our
community. Volunteer appreciation week is a place marker, a week
where we publicly announce what the faculty and staff feels every
day — this school is magical because of our volunteers!

The big fig tree at the Miramar hotel was the setting for our
“Breath of the Ocean” auction this year. It was a spectacular event
which started outdoors and then moved inside for the live auction.
In addition to the many wonderful items available to bid on, PS
#1 parents, faculty and staff enjoyed delicious food, a beautiful
evening and the opportunity to mingle and get reacquainted.
Getting to spend time with other PS#1 families is always a treat.
We also raised over $124,000 for the school.

Grad Movie Night

There is nothing like knowing your days are numbered to raise the
grateful meter. Our grads, in the tradition of giving, hosted a movie
night on May 29th. The evening was a huge success. Students,
parents, faculty and staff enjoyed movies (Bolt and Big Fat Liar) and
scrumptious pizza and popcorn. The grads motto is: we have been
given so much; we want to give back. Movie night helps raise funds for
the grad gift. This year they were raising money to help create a climbing opportunity on the Field of Dreams. Their vision inspired more
giving and the school is working to make the grads dream a reality.

Auction co-chairs Laurie Seplow and Kerri Speck

Sustainability Expo

It’s about parents and staff connecting! It’s about kids cheering!
It’s about teachers surprising us! It’s about laughter! It’s about
everyone going home a winner!

Several faculty and staff initiated an environmental club for
students this year, providing opportunities, through field trips,
speakers and activities, for interested students to learn more about
our environment and how they can be proactive in caring for it.
The Sustainability Expo was the club's culminating activity. The
entire school was invited to participate in a recycled art exhibit,
view a play on the danger of water pollution to our animal population, create journals from recycled cereal boxes, and participate in
a water conservation presentation. Daniel Marks, PS#1 alum and a
professional in water conservation, coached the club members and
shared his expertise in water conservation in preparation for the
expo. We loved having another wonderful alum impact our student
body. The goal of the event was to allow students to learn from
each other so that they can teach their families.

Photo: Brandon Wise, Santa Monica Daily Press

Game on!
The Annual PS#1 Parent/Faculty Basketball Game
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Mason Allport, going to
Wildwood School…
I have had my time at
PS#1, and now it is time
to move on. But PS#1
has made its mark on me
and as it says in my grad
song, my memories of
this school will NOT FADE
AWAY!

Daniel Sabet, going to
Lincoln School…
This journey was the time
of my life, one that I will
never forget.

Kalia Bornstein, going to
Marlborough School…
At this amazing place for
learning that I have loved
and known as my second
home for seven years…
and now I am leaving. I
will miss this school.

Jake Mindel, going to
Brentwood School…
With all of the tools that
I possess because of this
wondrous little school,
which I now must leave,
I thank everyone for all
that you have done.

Congratulations to the graduating
class of 2009! We wish each of
them success and happiness and
look forward to staying connected
so that we may celebrate many
more successes together in
the future. We hope you enjoy
reading these excerpts from the
graduates’ speeches.

Jack Ennis, going
to Harvard-Westlake
School…
Thank you, PS#1, for
preparing me for the
future and the challenges
it will bring with it.

Sofia Duffy, going to
Archer School for Girls…
I will miss all my teachers
and friends. This has
been the best seven
years of my life.

Henry Fillo, going to
Crossroads School…
My PS#1 career has been
very adventurous full
of great experiences
that now lead me to
Crossroads School for
my middle school career,
and possibly high school.
Thank you PS#1!

Sam Gaynor, going to
Brentwood School…
PS#1 prepared me for my
bigger challenges down
the road. I look forward
to them, but I also get to
come back. I’ll be here
to support Will … and to
beat John and Chris
in hoops.

Abby Kuhns, going to
Windward School…
My years at this amazing
school have been unique
in their own way, so I
wanted to thank all my
teachers from all of
my years at PS#1 for
teaching me not just
about academics, but
about everything.

Nicki Shapiro, going to
Windward School…
There isn’t one negative
thing I could say about
PS#1, but I could go on
and on about how great
it is. The teachers are
fantastic, you can really
build close, life-long
friendships, not too much
homework, interesting
and fun classes, and the
best elementary school
you could go to.

Madi Holtzman, going to
Windward School…
I am sad to leave but
excited. There have been
so many good times at
PS#1 and I will cherish
them all forever. Through
the years I learned that
things will come and go
but I will always have my
memories from PS#1.

Marie Line, going to
Windward School…
I realize how lucky I was
to have the opportunity
to go to a school with
such exciting teachers,
staff and great friends.
Now I am ready to set sail
in new seas. I will not be
far, and I look forward to
visiting this safe harbor
time and time again.

Austin Wilson, going to
Lincoln School…
Just as other travelers
that embarked on similar
journeys before us, we
also acquired companions
that I will miss and had
many adventures that I
will treasure. I know that
I will never forget all who
made my travels possible.
Thank you to all my
teachers, staff and PS#1
community for sending
us off with gifts of sound,
sight and words.

Emily Gasster, going to
Marlborough…
Although my time at
PS#1 is over, I will always
be a part of this school. I
will miss this school with
all my heart and will miss
everyone in it. Thank you
so much and I am proud
to be a graduate.

Aidan Fite, going to
Brentwood School…
Welcoming, kind,
creative, and challenging,
each of these words
reminds me of a thought,
experience, lesson,
feeling, or activity that
has happened over the
past seven years. I know
that PS#1 has given me
a solid foundation that
will sustain me, no matter
what I encounter.

Emily Surloff, going to
Windward School…
Now I get to enter a new
chapter in my life. I get
to move on, and continue
in my academic career
leaving so many people
behind. I am looking
forward to finding new
situations and new
tasks that challenge my
knowledge. Thank you
PS#1, my parents, family
and friends, for teaching
me everything I know. It
will last a lifetime.

Dylan Champion, going
to Wildwood School…
I have increased my
knowledge and learning
skills at PS#1. This makes
me feel prepared and
confident for my many
years to come at my
next school, Wildwood,
and for whatever other
challenges I encounter
along the way.

Robert Munn, going to
Crossroads School…
The PS#1 Enterprise,
the final frontier of
education, these are the
voyages of my education,
my six-year mission to
explore this new school,
to seek out new students,
teachers, fun activities,
and new civilizations, to
boldly go where many
PS#1 students have gone
before: Graduation. Live
long and prosper my
fellow PS #1 classmates.

Alia Becker, going to
Windward School…
I will never forget PS#1
and my journey through
it. Thank you PS#1. You’ll
be in my heart forever.

Bryce Terman, going
to Harvard-Westlake
School…
I know that I have the
smarts, the friends, and
the energy that I need
to move onto Harvard
Westlake next year. This
is Bryce Terman, signing
off and saying, “I’ll miss
you, good ol’ PS #1.”
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Grad Words…

Cameron Roberts, going
to Wildwood School…
Now I am here at the
proudest moment of
my PS#1 experience.
Goodbye, oak tree.
Goodbye, classroom.
Goodbye, play structure
and goodbye PS#1.
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Graduate photos: Luminary Photography

Jacob Feldman, going to
Crossroads School…
Thank you, Joel, for
creating this school, a
school where I learned
not to back down from
challenges, a school
where you can show your
true individuality.

Those Lazy, Hazy, Crazy Days of
PS#1’s Summer
For those who think our illustrious teachers
and administrators will be idle this
summer—think again. These movers and
shakers are happy to share their summer
plans with us.
Traci will be teaching a church day camp
in July, resting and relaxing with her boys
and traveling to Maui and Oahu. Nicole and
her husband David will travel to Seattle,
Vancouver, B.C., and explore the Southern
Gulf Islands in B.C. Then plan to meet
friends on Long Island for a beach getaway.
Jennine will be focusing on personal
development by reading LOTS of books,
learning how to surf and spending quality
fun time with her family. Bonnie is traveling
to many places far and wide including
Vancouver, London, Paris and New York!
She’ll also be going to Teachers’ College at
Columbia University to participate in the
Reading and Writing Institute as well as
working on a curriculum committee
at school.
Louise will be tent camping at El
Capitan, and Catalina, and traveling to
the U.K. to attend the christening of her
nephew (who is also her Godson). She is
most excited about being sworn-in as an
American citizen! Congratulations, Louise!
Hala will be traveling with her family to
Chicago, Jordan and Egypt. Abbie’s taking
a cruise with her mom and 92-year-old
aunt along the Mexican “Riviera” and
attending a family reunion in Carmel. On
the professional side, she’ll be working with
a faculty committee at school to develop
areas of the curriculum. Billy is also taking
a sea cruise, but he’ll be going to Cabo
San Lucas. He’ll be training to run halfmarathons in San Francisco and Disneyland
and doing lots of reading. Go Billy!
LiAnne is off to the East Coast on
a college road trip with her children!

by Andrea Roth

Lucia and Soufiane

They’ll be visiting Yale, Ithaca, Cornell
and Princeton among others. She’ll be
participating in the Teachers’ College
workshop at Columbia, too. Lucia is very
excited about her upcoming wedding in
Topanga Canyon, and taking time to visit
family in New Jersey. She is meeting with
faculty over the summer to plan for next
year. Holly Swope is doing a lot of museum
and beach-going with her two girls and will
be traveling to Northern Michigan to visit
her family’s cottage for some “r and r” and
lake swimming. Karissa will be in Hawaii
and then New York with her relatives for
most of August. She’ll be joining other
PS#1 teachers at the Teachers’ College
writing workshop, focusing on 3rd-5th
grades and working on a curriculum
committee at school.
Brad Gilbert plans to catch some
“rays” at the beach this summer, and
visit Disneyland while chaperoning his
nephew. He’ll also be meeting with his
cluster colleagues to work on curriculum
for the coming school year. Holly Sproule
will be zigzagging her way across the
country to attend a number of family
events and weddings. Happy trails to
Holly! In addition, she’ll be attending the
Teachers’ College workshop. John will be
exploring Northern California and Yosemite
with his family while taking time to work
on his writing and “Poetry Envelope”
project. Chris will spend some down time
in Mammoth then head out to Oklahoma
and New Orleans. He is excited about the
curriculum planning the olders cluster is
working on for next year.
Alia will be coaching New Zealand’s
women’s synchronized swim team
preparing for the World Competition.
She’ll also be visiting Olympia Washington
and giving swimming lessons. Lina will
be occupied caring for and enjoying her
two young children while planning many
interesting art activities for our students!
Kirstina will be introducing her brand-new
son Orion to family in Utah and Washington
State, while looking for great songs to
share with her students next year.
Brad Shimada continues to work on
his house re-modeling project from last
summer. At PS#1, he’s working hard with

Ara and Wendell restoring the blue gate,
replacing counters, sinks and handrails,
re-carpeting, laying new linoleum, tiling,
organizing storage areas and making other
improvements around campus. Be sure to
admire their handiwork when you return
to school in the fall! Wendell is planning
some short road trips and Ara is hoping to
take his wife and baby daughter to Carlsbad
and Las Vegas. Pedro also hopes to visit
Las Vegas when he’s not playing soccer or
spending quality time with his daughter,
Izabel! Eva will visit Stephanie (from
aftercare) in San Diego, but she’ll also be
working in the office with Doug on data
entry.
And Doug’s big exciting news is his
wedding. As of June 27th, he is a married
man. Doug will continue to enhance our
communication possibilities this summer,
as well as supporting our volunteers as
they plan events for next year. Christina
is reading books, books and more books,
natch. Nancy will be running in the hills
of Catalina with her sister (we hope not
from the Buffalo!), working with teachers
on connections, curriculum innovations
and planning for the coming school year.
She’ll also be joining our teachers at the
Columbia Teachers’ College Reading and
Writing Workshop in New York.
Other office staff will be busy getting
ready for September as well. Mindy is
archiving and preparing new files for
students, organizing the two large summer

Brad S.

mailings to parents, refreshing earthquake
and first aid supplies around the campus,
updating the school calendar and working
with parent volunteers on the Parent
Planner. She’s hoping to get to a Red
Sox game with her son Max! Evelyn has
plans to go camping with her son, Justin,
and skydiving! YIKES! Once she lands
she’ll be ordering supplies, organizing
storage areas, working on files and
updating student records, while assisting in
admissions.
Our new Development Director, Lisa,
has hit the ground running. She’s taking a
class at UCLA to hone her skills on working
with Boards of Directors and volunteers,
while she prepares for fundraising and
development activities and events for
the coming year. She’s also overseeing
production of this year’s annual report
along with her daughter Clara’s Bat
Mitzvah in August! WHEW! Deirdre will
be working on planning this summer issue
of Periscope, purchase and construction
of the “Raise-the-Paddle” play structure
from May’s auction, and leading the way
on many other outreach projects for the
school. Her “R and R” will focus on a
creative writing retreat and hiding away
in her Northern California cabin!
Maggie’s celebrating her 37th wedding
anniversary in Italy, Switzerland and New
York followed by Las Vegas, Oregon wine
country, and San Diego for some Cardinal/
Padres games. If she can find the time—
she’ll be working on financial statement
audits and getting the business office
ready for September! Andrea’s off to China
to view a solar eclipse and tour the country.
And finally, Joel, in addition to “work,
work, work,” is happily heading off to the
Piedmont and Venice areas of Italy and
to New York. He also plans to enjoy some
quality GOLF time.
We all look forward to returning
refreshed and renewed in September!

Alia

Evelyn and Justin

Maggie and Mort
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Nicole and David

Nancy, Shirley and Jean

Billy

Evelyn skydiving

Doug and Katie
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Former faculty and staff sign in…

The PS#1 Alumni Association

Lexi Fite

Alumni Corner

We try to include as many Alumni updates as space
allows. If you were not included in this column, and you
sent us an update, please look for your feature in an
upcoming issue. We love hearing your news!

Aria Starus

Elijah Tilghman-Eddings

Aria Starus, 1987–1992
Aria received her BA at Pitzer College in
2004 with a double major in International
Studies and Psychology. Awarded a Fulbright
Scholarship in 2004, she spent a year in
Berlin, finishing a project in social psychology. She received her Masters in organizational psychology in 2005 from the London
School of Economics. For the last five years
Aria has been working in various industries
such as the health sector, finance and nonprofits as a leadership development and
training consultant. This year she became a
certified coach at the Coaches Training Institute here in Los Angeles, and has been doing
personal coaching with teens and youth.
Aria lives only a few blocks from PS#1
and stopped by the school in early April
with brochures and exciting news. She
has developed a company called Starus
Consulting whose primary focus is working
with youth and teens. Through group and
1:1 coaching she works with youth and teens
to help them deal with the pressures and
challenges of life. We are very excited for
her and if you want additional information
contact her at Aria.n.Starus@gmail.com.

Sid Perkins, 1991–1993
Sid, who graduated from Tulane University in 2003, was married on January 17,
2009 to Ashley Schultz from New York, a
fellow Tulane graduate. They are living in
Greenwich Village in New York City, where
Sid works as a commodities broker.

Josh Berger, 1985–1990
I am now the Director of Student Life at
Brentwood School (for the Upper Division).
I no longer teach English or Philosophy but
continue to teach Applied Psychology and
coordinate our Peer Leadership program
in addition to my new responsibilities. I also
moved this past summer a little closer
to PS#1.

Daniel Mark, 1988–1994
Daniel devoted many hours of his time to
create projects that would illustrate to our
environmental club members the importance of water conservation. He works as a
contractor for the Office of Sustainability
and the Environment helping to enforce
Santa Monica's Water Conservation Ordinance. (see Sustainability Expo piece under
Traditions, Old and New)

Frances (Fofy) Perkins, 1991–1995
Fofy works at the Xippas Gallerie in
Paris, specializing in contemporary art. She
travels throughout Europe, and works also
with some Brazilian artists, which she particularly loves. She has lived and worked in
Paris since graduating from Brown in 2005.
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Lexi Fite, 1999–2005
Lexi Fite, 11th Grader at The Archer
School for Girls, helped to create and
produce Archer Broadcasting, a video news
broadcast about various activities in the
Upper School. She plans next year to run
Archer Broadcasting monthly through the
Archer School’s Portal. The Broadcast
has generated a lot of buzz in the middle
school, where the students would like
Lexi’s help in starting a similar program for
their division.
Daniel Bakaitis, 1994–1997
Daniel is living in Mar Vista, having
graduated from UCSB in 2007 with a major
in economics. He's enjoying his work in Los
Angeles as an auditor for KPMG, a very
large international accounting firm.

Elijah Tilghman-Eddings, 1997–2004
Elijah is still the same girl who entered
the gates of PS#1 on that first day. She
just keeps making things happen.. She was
just elected the president of her upcoming
senior class.

Zach Nicita, 1998–2000
Zach is a Junior at Skidmore College.
He is an artist and a musician and tells us
he will forever cherish his PS#1 education.
Erin Saverio-Seibert, 1984–1986
Erin graduated from Cal State Fullerton
with a Masters Degree in Science and
Environmental Studies on May 24th, 2009.

'03
Class of

Where are they heading now?

Alex Burchuk — U. Colorado at Boulder
Andy Kurstin — UCSB
Arlen Printz — Occidental
Brett Nagy — University of Arizona
Conrad Liebowitz — University of Rochester
Frances Tracy-Black — Architecture Program
at Syracuse University
Gavin Brown — SMC Photojournalism
James Larson — UCLA
Jamie Solomon — University of Michigan
Jeremy Hirsch — Johns Hopkins
Kathryn Panish — Boston University
Michelle Cortrite — Smith
Natalie Storey — Barnard
Olivia Tiffany — Skidmore
Peter Gebriel — Johns Hopkins
Reeve McNall — Cooper Union
Rosie Achorn-Rubenstein — Vassar
Tyler Ash — We would love to know
Tyler Heineman – UCLA

Roll Call!
Carolina Goodman and
her new granddaughter
Cadence.

Chris Ferris, 1992–1999, Teacher
I still have many friends from my years
at PS#1. After being LiAnne’s partner for
5 years, teaching with Maggie Sennish for
one year, and being the curriculum coordinator for a year, I left to teach at Antioch
University’s teacher credentialing program. In 2005, I helped to start Our Community School (OCS) in the valley. OCS
is a K-6th charter school that brings an
educational philosophy similar to PS#1 into
a public school. In addition to being the
principal here, I am also a parent. Owen,
who came into work with me at PS#1when
he was a baby, is in 6th grade and Lucy is
in second grade.
I have used my contacts, knowledge and
experience from my years at PS#1 to help
me shape this school. I took several PS#1
traditions with me to OCS, including lunch
checkers, community service, all school
circle times, the Thanksgiving celebration, and Grandfriend’s Day. Joel has met
with me several times to help me build the
school. I have sent teachers from my school
to observe the classes at PS#1. I also had
the great luck of connecting with Carolina
Goodman again just as she was retiring
from PS#1 and now she is on our Board of
Directors and incredibly hard working!
This past spring OCS was recognized by the
California Charter School Association as
the Charter School of the Year for 2009.
They recognized our children are flourishing because we do not think about our kids
as test scores. We support their emotional,
artistic, and intellectual growth through a
holistic and humanistic curriculum. Opportunities to participate in decision making

also help develop their abilities as communicators and leaders. I would like to thank
PS#1 for really being the parent school to
OCS. Please look up our website at www.
ourcommunityschool.org for more information about OCS.

Chris Ferris with Owen and Lucy

Anne Sweet

Carolina Goodman, 2000–2006,
Curriculum Coordinator
When she is not with grandchildren,
Carolina is busy as a school board member
for Our Community Charter School in North
Hills and a mentor for new teachers through
the L.A. County Office of Education.

Jamie Patane, 2000–2008, Teacher
Jaime is living in Carbondale, CO and
teaching at Aspen Country Day School. She
spent last school year teaching Kindergarten and will be teaching Second Grade
in the 09-10 school year. When she's not
working, she's out exploring and adventuring in the Rocky Mountains, hiking, skiing,
and biking.
Diana Conovitz, 1985–1993, Teacher
“We moved to this small mountain town of
Telluride, Colorado in 1993. The beauty is
overwhelming and the opportunity to be
active is all around us year round. I ski in
the winter, and snowshoe with my dogs. In
the summer we bike and hike. Life is good.
I am very active in local organizations and
continue to write. You can find my articles
in Telluride Style Magazine. I have wonderful memories of PS #1 and reading about
my former students in the Periscope brings
a big smile to my face. And guess what? I
am a grandmother. Where does the time

Leslie Pruce

Jamie Patane

go? I would also like to say hi to all and extend an invitation to Telluride to any of my
former students and that is also extended
to former bosses!”
Anne Sweet, 1996–1999, 2003–2007,
Teacher
I've enjoyed travelling and seeing the world.
I'm teaching 3rd grade at the American
International School Chennai, travelling
around Asia (Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Hong Kong) and India on my holidays.
I've met interesting people and gained a
new appreciation for all the advantages we
have living in such a modern, democratic
and organized society.
Melaney Eshelby, 2000–2004, Teacher
We welcomed Ezra Paul Eshelby into the
world on Sunday May 3rd at 7:50 pm. He
weighs 6 pounds 6 ounces and is 19 inches
long. Baby Ezra, big brother Kanyon, and
mom and dad are all doing well.
Leslie Pruce, 1975–1990
Leslie is teaching ESL in Charlotte, North
Carolina. She stopped by the school this
summer to reminisce about all the great
things that came from her years of teaching at the school.

Melaney Eshelby and her family
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