It's not too late
to begin the
solicitation process!

Wertheimer
to the
Rescue!

Parents Guild

Alan Wertheimer, former Board member
(1994-2007), past Annual Giving Chair,
and alumni parent of Harley and Molly (see
alumni update) was recently instrumental
in ending the recent Writers Strike.
In the February 15th issue of Variety,
writer Cynthia Littleton states, “…he was
the seasoned showbiz dealmaker who
helped WGA leaders get over the last high
hurdles in negotiations with the AMPTP…
There was an audible sigh of relief in Hollywood when word spread that Wertheimer
had been retained by the guild in the same
kind of consiglieri role for the WGA that
legal eagle Ken Ziffren played in the DGA
talks”.  According to Endeavor partner
Rick Rosen. “He provided comfort to both
sides…To the WGA side (Wertheimer) was
someone who many of their high-profile
members knew and trusted, and he had the
experience in making deals and having a
dialogue with the CEOs.”
Anyone in the PS#1 community who has
had the distinct pleasure of working with
Alan will not be surprised to hear of his
great success in this challenging role.

The Magic of PS#1
2008 Auction
Saturday, May 10, 2008
Now that we are all back from Presidents' Break, it is time for the Auction
Committee to kick into “high-gear” and
begin to put the auction together with
full steam ahead. It takes the work of our
entire community and many months of
planning to guarantee that we have a fun
and successful event.
The annual auction is the largest
fund-raiser of the school year, generating necessary revenue for operating
expenses and the financial aid program.
Last year our school community was so
generous, that an all time school record was set by the revenue raised. We
sincerely we hope that we can make this
years’ auction equally successful, with
your support.
We would like to ask our community to open their hearts
and resources and begin now to solicit items for the auction. It
takes many months to secure enough items to make the auction a grand success. It also takes the participation of everyone
to guarantee that we have enough goods and services to sell.
If each family attempts to secure a minimum of five donations,
we can be guaranteed that the tables will be filled and there will
be many wonderful items to bid on. No donation is considered
too small and all are greatly appreciated.
We are here to help, so please feel free to contact us should
you have any questions, or need assistance with pick ups.
Auction Donation Forms (ADF) are available in the front office.
Any item, with an ADF form attached can be left in the front
office. Remember to take a receipt from your ADF form for a
charitable donation.
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Joel was highlighted in The Santa Monica Daily Press on
February 11, 2008. The school has garnered much publicity
this winter and it is thrilling to read about our Head in the
local paper. We have reprinted the article for your reading
pleasure.
When Joel Pelcyger traveled to New
York City as a fellow for a two week Heads
of Schools program offered by Columbia
University’s Teachers College, it was the
first time in 37 years he had spent any extended length of time away from the school
he co-founded. Since the age of 24, when he
helped begin Santa Monica’s PS#1 Elementary School, Pelcyger has been a campus
mainstay.
“When I started a school, I didn’t know
that I was starting an institution,” Pelcyger
said.
The “PS” in the school’s appellation
stands for pluralism, a philosophy of educational diversity that has always defined
the school. Pelcyger adopted it as a young
20-something unsuspectingly
thrown into a short-term teaching job
at a school in upstate New York. Following graduation from college, he had been
trained as an urban planner by VISTA, the
domesticPeace Corps standing for Volunteers in Service to America, but was quickly
hired by a school in quick need of a teacher.
The school was an independent educational
establishment with a region-wide teacher
workshop and, in the late 1960s, a bastion
for new ideas about educating children.
Pelcyger taught in the mornings but found
himself during his free time soaking up the
fever for reform education that pervaded
the school’s atmosphere.
“During the afternoon and evenings, I
got turned on to these exciting educators,
about different ways of looking at things,”

Pelcyger said.
Within two years, Pelcyger founded
PS#1. It was an experiment, an exercise in
not only testing new ideas but also devising
a system by which to implement them. If
Pelcyger was daunted by the task, he didn’t
reveal it. Tall and briskly suited, with blue
eyes and a tuft of graying hair, Pelcyger
was driven by an optimism that doesn’t appear to have faded.
“I didn’t know of the existence of private
schools until about two years before I
started my own. I didn’t know that education was my calling. I was a young person
that wanted to change the world. I was a
child of the 60s,” Pelcyger said.
The idea of educational pluralism, hammered out through the years by Pelcyger,
teachers, staff, and parents, manifests
itself at PS#1 in the location and colorful
modern design of the campus. With 20
percent of students receiving financial aid,
Pelcyger made a point to situate the school
in the city. Nestled in the wide, perpetually
busy streets of Santa Monica, Pelcyger
didn’t want PS#1 to take on the spirit of a
“school on a hill.” PS#1 would be an urban
school.
Nonetheless, with broad panels painted
in bright hues, an open lawn anchored by
a raised wooden stage, and the site of the
oldest oak tree in the city, a large sprawling beauty with enough shade for a class of
kids, the school has the atmosphere of an
alcove. “How do you match the philosophy
of a school with an architectural program?

It started 10 years ago, building our dream
campus. We’ve attracted a number of
architects who want their children to go to
school here because it lives its philosophy
through its architecture,” said Pelcyger.
The school divides multiple coupled
classrooms that share a workspace. The
rooms are playful spaces with uneven
ceilings, open trusses, and artwork everywhere. Each classroom has a 26 kids to two
teachers ratio.
Teachers are called by their first names
and each class comprises two grades. With
the coupled classrooms, together termed a
“cluster,” every child has immediate access
tostudy-partners and play-mates that range
in ages. The idea is to encourage collaboration between teachers and students and
establish a sense of community that celebrates diversity. “The cluster concept provides what I think of as concentric circles
of comfort that the kids need to develop in
order to feel safe. We don’t just group kids
by their academic experience because you
learn differently depending on the position you have within your peer group,” said
Pelcyger.

That structure, united with a firm disenchantment with the model of continual
testing mandated for public schools by the
No Child Left Behind Act, has allowed PS
#1 to pursue educational pluralism because
it is meant to give students the freedom to
learn at their own pace. Pelcyger confines
his disdain for constant testing as a measure of performance to elementary schools,
preferring instead to set standards based
on but not restricted to state requirements
and only sending checklists of progress to
parents a couple times a year.
“Kids are different from each other and
learn in different ways, at different rates,
and at different times. You want to fit your
program around a child rather than fit your
child into a program. That’s been the whole
essence of this school for 37 years now,”
Pelcyger said.
A final focus of PS#1 is the inclusion of
parents in the development of the school’s
curriculum, utilizing them both for their
input during monthly meetings and for their
own capacity to instruct kids. Parent participation ranges from the design of campus
buildings — for example, PS#1’s library —

to the use of their teaching abilities in
supplementing and integrating art projects.
An assignment to design a building inspired
by the biology of an insect—an idea gleaned
from reading Nina Laden’s “Roberto the
Insect Architect”—benefited from a visit to
the Science Museum bug exhibit and the
help of a professional architect, not coincidentally a parent of a PS#1 student.
“Parents have started so many traditions
in our school that looking back I can’t
remember who started them. You want parents to give of themselves and help kids
know other adults in lots of good, open, and
enriching ways. The more we can foster
that sense of community and help parents
find their niche in school, not just their
children’s, then this community changes
and grows,” Pelcyger said.
“I feel really fortunate that the whole
philosophy that we hit upon in 1971 was one
of educational pluralism. If you keep the
school small enough where you know every
family and you get everyone involved and
working together, then it is pretty easy to
make it your calling,” said Pelcyger, “because the work is never done.” news@smdp.
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Valentines

In the true spirit of PS#1 each person
received one handmade Valentine, lovingly
crafted by another member of the PS#1
community. For those who knew the
recipient well, it was a nice way to honor
them. For those who didn’t know them
well, it was a way to learn more about
who they are. These handmade Valentines
were more precious than a store bought
Valentine, as they truly came from the
heart.

Pajama Story Time

The last pajama story time of the school
year happened on Feb. 1, 2008, finishing
the second year of this new PS#1 tradition. We had a bounty of special readers
from the school community, a number of
young guests and their families. Many
treasured picture books were shared.

Mystery Photo
Do you hold the key to identifying this
former student? Please email Deirdre at
deirdre@psone.org

PS#1’s Holiday Gift Exchange

The Santa Monica Mirror, The Argonaut,
and The Santa Monica Daily Press all
chose to highlight PS#1’s Holiday Gift
Exchange. In the Santa Monica Mirror
they quoted Joel as saying. “In many
households today, and particularly on Los
Angeles’ Westside, children do a lot more
receiving than giving during the holiday
season.” “With our Holiday Gift Exchange,
our students have the opportunity to give.
And when they see the look of contentment and appreciation on the face of the
recipient of their handmade gift, the giver
also becomes a receiver,” he added.

2

Last Issue's
Mystery Solved!
It's Rylan Griggs

Thanks for
Spreading the Word!
A huge "thank you" goes out
to the PS#1 community. We
had a wonderful response
from your spreading the word
about our 2008/09 openings.
We look forward to welcoming
the wonderful new families we
will be adding to the school
community."

Alumna Returns

Carli Singer (1994-2001) a PS#1 graduate,
recently joined the PS#1 after-care staff.
Below are a few excerpts from an interview
we had with Carli.

I have loved coming back to PS#1,
although in a way I have never left. I went
to Crossroads and a number of my friends
from PS#1 came with me at that time.  I
have stayed connected to friends and to
the person I became in those early years
of my education. I learned so much from
my PS#1 education that has unconsciously
influenced my decisions and my actions. I
am socially adept and I got that from PS#1.
I know the philosophy will always be
the same. This is not a false environment.
If you come on campus and feel like you
belong here – then you do.
In my senior year I applied to twelve
schools, all out of state, but in the end
I decided to not leave California yet. I
am studying at Santa Monica College.
I love cultural anthropology, sociology,
philosophy, nutritional science and
business.
As for future plans – I have been
thinking of joining the Peace Corps after
I finish my AA next spring. I love doing
community service. It has been a huge part
of my life. I have learned about other ways
of life, other cultures, race and ethnicity.

If I go into the Peace Corps I would love
to do HIV AIDS prevention and education
wherever they send me. Then I want to
get my Masters in Nutrition and also study
Social Work.
As for hobbies, I love listening to music,
going to live concerts, dancing, and
hanging out with friends. I have always
done my homework listening to music. I
also love to work which makes it doubly
pleasurable being able to do that at PS#1.
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Curriculum Connections
Healthy Living Life
By Pedro Ortega,
P.E. Teacher

Verdure

By Elizabeth Ostrom
Curriculum Coordinator
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By Louise Everett and Hala Innab
Middles Teachers

…and three months later, when the
students dug them up, they were surprised
to find that some of the materials had
disappeared completely…

Physical activity can also increase a
student’s capacity for learning.

At PS#1 we know that participating in physical activities and sports can promote the social
well being, as well as the physical and mental
health, of young people. Regular participation in physical activity during childhood and
adolescence helps build and maintain healthy
bones, muscles, and joints. Physical activity can also increase a student’s capacity for
learning. Our physical education program
introduces our students to skills such as teamwork, self-discipline, sportsmanship, leadership,
socialization…and on top of all that—they have
fun!

Trash

What constitutes a good day for you?  
For me, the following quote, if followed
daily, ensures a day gone well:
To sit in the shade on a fine day
and look upon verdure is the most perfect
refreshment.
Jane Austen
One of the signs of a great education
is to pass on this love of nature to our
children.  And so, this year our school
garden grows thanks to some of the Raise
the Paddle funds from our last year’s
Auction. Our first step began in faculty
orientation with staff setting seeds in pots.
When school started, students replanted
them in our outdoor library garden with
Christina.  Large and lovely plants tended
to by students and adults add to the serene
feeling on the patio.  Then, with the help of
parents, Jennine and Jaime planted raised
beds on their classroom patio to study the
science of growing flowering and edible
plants.  It is amazing how the small act of
watering this plot of earth develops quiet
awe in our youngest students.  And now,
Abbie and Billy’s class have helped to build
the raised beds by our play structure. After
President’s break several classes will join
in the planting of these three plant beds.  
As spring arrives, come and look upon our
verdure the students have so carefully
tended.

Trash is very smelly! That was the unanimous conclusion of Louise and Hala’s class
after their study of trash and recycling.  
Andrew Basmajian, the Environmental
Outreach Coordinator for the City of Santa
Monica, visited them in the classroom to
talk about recycling, and the students
shared the graphs they had made showing types of trash collected on 12th Street.  
Then they visited the Santa Monica recycling center to learn about materials that
can be recycled.
In class, the students buried different
materials in buckets and left them out on
the patio. These materials included glass
bottles, tin cans, pasta, banana peel, paper, and a cotton towel. The children wrote
their predictions about what would happen
to these materials and three months later,
when the students dug them up, they were
surprised to find that some of the materials had disappeared completely, while
others had changed in form—a great lesson
in decomposition.  They also learned that
decomposing trash is smellier than new
trash!

While the science explorations were
going on, reading groups were studying
different aspects of trash, from e-waste to
the different kinds of plastic that can be
recycled.  But more importantly, beyond
learning about the scientific aspects of
recycling and trash, the children have become more conscious about recycling their
own trash from snack and lunch.  Water
bottles are recycled and the leftover water
is given to trees and plants.  Used paper
is saved to use for rough drafts and other
projects.  Some students have taken what
they have learned and are applying it at
home.

5

Bug Town

My house is for lady bugs with
purple beds inside and a rainbow
catcher outside, for when it rains.
–Phoebe

My house has a table and plates so
the snails could move slow, and sit,
and eat. In my house the butterfly
could fly like an angel.
–Ella
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By Traci Saruwatari and Nicole Dresch
Youngers Teachers

I loved the bed I made for the ants
and the roly-polys.
–Griffin

I liked the spikeball chair— it kept
the burglars out. Mine was the biggest
house for bees, wasps and spiders.
–Auden

Traci and Nicole’s class created a
‘town’ for bugs using a variety of found
materials from their home and classroom
environments and developed innovative
ways of re-purposing them.
This multi-disciplinary project combined science, math, literature, social
studies and art. The book, Roberto the
Insect Architect, inspired the project.
Students chose an insect and were asked
to design a home or business around the
needs and characteristics of their selected bug.
Utilizing library skills, they researched their insect to determine the
necessary features for the structure.
A professional architect taught them
about the architectural process: planning, building, and considering the needs
of their bug client. Thinking creatively,
they used a sketchbook to visually
brainstorm colors, textures, how their
structure would function and what it
would look like from different pointsof-view. Visiting the Insect Zoo at the
Natural History Museum inspired even
more ideas.
To culminate this project, the children
showcased their structures at a ‘bug
town’ celebration in the art room. Next
time you come up to the office; have a
look in the front lobby. Bug Town is on
display. Don’t be scared – bugs are our
friends!

Curriculum Connections

I loved the chimney. My bug could go
on top of it and on a rainy day my bugs
would be protected.
–Django

I loved making the little squares
right below the TV. I worked hard
on it. My house is for butterflies.
–Delaney

I loved the obstacle course in my
house and the fluffy beds for the
spiders to sleep.
–Chloe

My house had a skateboard ramp
and the spiders arms grew in the dark.
–Henry

I liked the skylight and the way the
roof came off.
–Ava
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Where are they now?

The PS#1 Alumni Association

PS#1's Graduating Class of 2001:
Kate Adams, University of Hawaii
Sam Alper, Brown
Kylie Clark, Northeastern
Drew Cortrite, Bard College
Daryn Foster, Northeastern
Daniel Goodman, Skidmore
Jake Hagelberg, UC Berkeley
Vida Isaacs, Wesleyan
Aiden Lloyd, USC
Alex Marshi, Hampshire College
Avery Miller, University of Pennsylvania
Carli Singer, SM College (working at PS#1)
James Weinberger, Duke

Lindsay Rapkin

Alumni Corner

While at Harvard-Westlake last year,
Sam Alper (1995-2001 ) was awarded the
2007 John K. Sandifer Award for Creative
Writing, in recognition of his vision and
talent. As a playwright Sam had two plays
chosen by The Playwright’s Festival at
school and had one of his plays chosen for
a professional production. He also won a
prestigious award from the National
Foundation for Advancement of the Arts.
He is now a freshman at Brown University.
Dustin Bath (1985-1992) is living in Santa
Monica and works as a freelance sound
mixer for television and film production.  He
plays lead guitar and does backup vocals
for a five-piece rock outfit called “Julie the
Band.” Dustin would like to travel the world
one day, and, he says, levitate.  He came to
the 35th Anniversary Celebration in 2007
and is in touch with alumni Max Davidson
and Danny Levine.  Speaking about PS#1 he
said, “I had a great time. I want to go back.”
Frederick Chandler (1988-1995) is taking classes on improv and sketch writing
at Upright Citizen’s Brigade.  He is with an
improvisational group called Rorschach and
performing at Improv Olympics in Hollywood and other various clubs both in Santa
Monica and Hollywood.
Jessica Elliot (1977-1981) gave birth in Los
Angeles to a strong baby girl, Nola, this
February and became an aunt in the same
week when her sister, Brooke, also had her
first baby.

8

Sam Alper

Jessica, Baby Nola and husband Paul.

Hayley Hill (1999-2004) started 9th grade
at SAMO this year after going to John
Adams. She is playing in one of the four
concert bands at school after a summer
of performing in a professional jazz group
that she was recommended to after playing
in the Jazz Band at JAMS. She still plays
softball and is busy with 3 honors classes,
including honors Algebra 2 which is usually
reserved for advanced 10th graders.  

Stuart Rodriguez (1991-1993) went to Curry College in Milton, Mass. for two years,
where he played soccer. He’s taking a year
off from school to work in Los Angeles garment industry for a jeans manufacturer.

Kai Pagani (1992-1995) and his wife Abby
became proud parents of  Kaden Lawrence
Pagani on Jan. 3, 2008. Kaden weighed
in at 7lb. 14oz. Kai’s wife, Abby, is from
Oakland, Ca.  Kai is a Firefighter EMT, about
to start his Paramedic training. They live
in Reston, Virginia. Proud Grandma Kim
Pagani taught at PS#1 for many years.

Marla Samuel (1972-1975) lives and teaches
stone carving, life casting and glass fusing in
the Rogue Valley, Oregon. Her artwork can
be found in collections nationwide; including
Washington DC, Houston, Cincinnati, Los Angeles, Monterey, Santa Cruz, San Francisco,
Santa Fe, Taos and Ashland.

Matthew Palevsky (1992-97) graduated
from Brown University with a degree in
Political Science in 2007.  He has served
as Treasurer on the Board of Directors for
Students for Sensible Drug Policy.  Matthew
is a producer for theRealnews.com, living
in Toronto and is now in DC covering the
presidential campaign for them.  He had a
story on the Realnews site from the Iowa
Caucus in January, and he has written for
the Huffington Post about Joe Biden’s candidacy.  Matthew was raised in advocacy
from an early age.  At 12, he organized PS#1
students to visit the City Council to lobby
for gun control.
Lindsay Rapkin (2002-2004) was on the
panel for “Life After PS#1” once again this
year. She is going to Hamilton High School
and really enjoying it. She still keeps in
contact with friends from PS#1 and is a
neighbor of Marie Line.  

William Rodriguez (1988-1993) has graduated from St. Charles University in Missouri,
is working for the St. Louis Rams, and trying
out for the NFL.  He is engaged to be married.

Scott Tamaki (1998-2004) attended the
35th Anniversary Reunion.  He’s been
at John Adams Middle School and Santa
Monica High School since leaving PS#1.  He
works out at Marina Tae Kwon Do.  He’d
like to be a sports broadcaster some day.  
He has good memories of the creation
of “Quiddich”  the Harry Potter Game, in
2004 on the Field of Dreams. He remembers an awesome graduation trip and the
still great, approachable teachers.
Elijah Wallechinsky (1988- 1991) is living
in Santa Monica, designing his own line of
street wear clothing and repairing computers in private homes.
Molly Wertheimer (1998-2002), in her last
year at Archer, has been accepted to NYU.
She is thrilled to be joining her brother,
Harley (1992-1999), in the Big Apple for
college.

Maria Samuel

Kai Pagani and family

Joshua Perttula (1975-1980)
As you know, I am only a little older than
PS#1. We have grown up together. In fact,
sometimes I think we share the same mother. I started attending PS#1 at the age of 3.
I would stop by after pre-school to hang out
with my older sister and my mom (Abbie). I
think this probably makes me the youngest
PS#1 student ever ... well maybe that title
belongs to my brother Tavi who served as
the school mascot pretty much since birth.  
After PS#1, I attended a number of elementary, middle, high and post-secondary
schools: ending up at U.C. Hastings College
of the Law. During this period, I worked as
an appliance salesman, parking lot attendant, construction worker, restaurant service employee (i.e, waiter), realtor, sports
agent, lawyer, political consultant and
government bureaucrat. For business (and
sometimes for pleasure), I traveled to The
Netherlands, France, Mexico, Estonia, Germany, Italy, Poland, Finland, The Maldives,
Nicaragua, The Philippines, South Africa,
Namibia, Egypt, Singapore, Hong Kong and
England. I lived in Newport Beach (CA),
Washington, DC and San Francisco ... but
returned home to Los Angeles in 1998. I
currently live in the Westchester/Playa del
Rey area of LA with my wife, Kimberly and
two young children, Jonah and Anna.
I have left for months or years at a
time, but always feel welcome when I
return.  With new families and students, the
PS#1 community changes every year ... but
it really always stays the same.
Hallie Hobson (1980-1983)
Since my time at PS#1, I attended Northfield Mt. Hermon boarding school for high
school, and then received by BA at Yale (in
African American Studies and Theater Studies) and an MFA in playwriting from UCLA.
I’ve lived a bit of a dual life, writing for the
theater and now poetry, and also support-

ing nonprofit cultural institutions (such as
The Studio Museum in Harlem, The New
York Foundation for the Arts, and Meredith
Monk/The House Foundation for the Arts)
as an arts administrator. I currently work at
The Museum of Modern Art in New York as a
Senior Development Officer for the endowment campaign. I’m also a Cave Canem
Poetry Fellow (www.cavecanempoets.com)
and have had my theatrical works produced
and workshopped at Brava! Theatre for
Women in the Arts, the Mark Taper Forum Blacksmyths Writers’ Lab, and A.S.K.
Theatre Projects, among other venues. I’ve
been living in New York City since 2000,
and currently live in Harlem.
Recent Update on Hallie: Presented in association with Infinite Island, an exhibit of
contemporary Caribbean art at the Brooklyn Art Museum, Hallie (who is half Jamaican) read her poetry aloud at the museum
on January 19.  She and two other Brooklyn-based Caribbean members of New
York’s premier spoken-word collective, the
Louder Arts Project, Rich Villar, and Cheryl
Boyce Taylor, read their poems on identity,
immigration, and cultural evolution.
Violet Ramis (1982-1985)
I’ve lived in NYC since 1999 after I graduated from UC Santa Cruz (American studies).
I did some non-profit fundraising when I
first moved here and then I started teaching pre-school at the Children’s Aid Society.
After the birth of my son, Keon, I decided
to go back to school for an MSW. I’ve had
wonderful experiences over the last two
years doing groups (as well as individual
counseling) at my various field placements
- a nursing home, a coalition of community
organizations in Washington Heights and
this year, with teenagers at an after school
program in Harlem. I love it. Our beautiful,

baby daughter, Carina Rose Davis, was born
on May 25, 2007 and Keon is now five. I
love being a mom. Sometimes I can’t believe
I’m 30 years old, mom of two...it’s crazy
how time flies. Living in New York has been
amazing. I really thrive on the energy of
the city and am continuously inspired and
amazed by the diversity of human experience here.
Brian Kim (1988-1995) I am currently back
in Los Angeles after finishing my B.S. in Biomedical Engineering from Columbia University in 2005. After finishing school, I took
a couple months off to do some traveling
and soon after I got a job at Yahoo! where
I’ve been working for the past 2 years. I
am currently working in Publisher Product
Marketing here at Yahoo!, helping develop
our business strategy and solutions for
Yahoo!’s publisher network. It’s definitely a
fast paced and exciting place to work at and
I’ve really been enjoying the work I get to
do. I do continue to play the piano, although
more inconsistently now and definitely on
a more casual basis. My hobbies include
playing golf, basketball, and when I have
the time I enjoy doing some traveling. My
recent trips include a couple weeks going
through Italy, France, Spain, a trip to Japan
with some friends, and a trip to Ireland. Out
of them all I probably enjoyed the trip to
Japan the most. Unfortunately, I have lost
contact with fellow alumni. Hopefully this
will be an opportunity to get back with some
of them and see what is going on in their
lives as well.

We try to include as many Alumni updates as space
allows. If you were not included in this column, and you
sent us an update, please look for your feature in an
upcoming issue. We love hearing your news!
����������������������������������������������������
Check out the website this spring . We are creating
a portal where all the alumni updates will be available.
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