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	 Lexy’s	comment	the	other	day	pretty	much			
	 sums	it	up	for	us…

”	Daddy,	I	know	you	went	to	USC,		 	
	 but	can	I	stay	at	PS#1	all	the	way		
	 through	college?”
	 Lexy,	age	5
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Adjustable Fit
During every Admissions season, the question I hear most often 
from prospective parents is, “We know that no school is right for 
all children.  Which type of student doesn’t thrive at PS#1?”  Be-
cause our philosophy specifically recognizes that children learn 
in different ways, at different rates, and at different times — and 
because our practice works to fit our program around student 
interests and passions rather than fitting all students into a one-
size-fits-all program — we have learned through experience that 
all children can thrive at PS#1.  Visual learners, auditory learn-
ers, shy or gregarious people, artistic or athletic, five-year olds 
entering PS#1 reading at a fourth-grade level and those who do 
not yet know the alphabet — I have seen all types of students and 
people thrive for two generations now.  The system works, year 
after year after year.  With one caveat.  What’s that? you ask. 
 For the answer, I turn to the theme for this issue of Periscope.  
The theme is communication.  How important is good com-
munication?  I can state unequivocally that when there is good 
communication between parents and the school, we give mutual 
support to each other and children blossom.  During the child 
visit season in January and February, I am regularly astonished 
(if indeed one can be regularly astonished) to hear so many dif-
ferent current parents tell our parent applicants how much our 
communication system — our openness, our honesty, our sharing, 
our knowledge of their children, our attention to detail, and our 
availability to parents — is responsible for their and their chil-
dren’s success and personal identification with the school.  When 
school and home are working together toward common goals, we 
maximize children's educational experience and personal devel-
opment.  All children love PS#1; when their parents are happy, 
students thrive.  We raise children together.
 Good communication begins the moment a family enrolls at 
PS#1.  Personal contact, family gatherings, a buddy system with 
already enrolled families, a home visit by a classroom teacher, 
Make New Friends Day, Opening Day meeting with parents, and 
scheduled connections for new parents with teachers, classes, 
the Board of Directors and Parents Guild all help set a welcoming 
tone in building community. 
 We acknowledge to our students early on that there will be 
inevitable conflict at some point along the way — in their interac-
tion with friends, in disagreements on the ball field or on a stage 
or in their classrooms, between them and an important adult 

in their lives.  We emphasize our unique ways of dealing with 
conflict, tools we teach our kids in order for them to go out into 
the world and help in the peace process.  If there is a problem, 
we talk about it and don’t ignore it and hope it will disappear.  
We mutually work to figure out a solution.  Our children learn to 
communicate in so many pluralistic ways.  An alumni parent was 
telling me the other day of how “it blew my mind to see six year 
olds on the PS#1 playground in 1989 speaking from the ‘I’ state-
ment. The children’s ability to articulate what was not working 
for them and what they needed from the other at six years of age 
was revolutionary.”  It’s still happening today.  Twice already this 
week, I facilitated long discussions with groups of students about 
communication, collaboration, mutual support, and working 
toward common goals.  Our students are learning and growing 
every day to communicate through music, art, poetry, sports, 
games, mathematics, science and social studies. Through re-
peated opportunities, they are learning to express their feelings 
to the people they care about.  Having two lead teachers in their 
classroom adds exponentially to the communication process.
 On an ongoing basis, we derive so much joy in sharing with 
parents the growing ability of our students to articulate their 
passions, their knowledge, and their love for life and learning.  
We accomplish this through the portal and our weekly communi-
cation, Circle Times, Open House, Class Gatherings and Parent 
Conferences, three formal written assessments, my twice yearly 
Open Agenda Class meetings, classroom visits, and through our 
frequent celebrations.  And parents communicate directly with 
each other at our “Sharenting” (shared parenting) meetings.
 Because we don’t subscribe to a one-size-fits-all cookie cutter 
approach to education or child rearing, understanding requires 
more effort on the part of everyone.  We work to assure that 
every child develops his or her own responsible voice.  There are 
many different ways to get there.  We embark on a unique seven 
year journey with each and every one of our students.   Empathy, 
compassion, understanding, appreciating and cherishing dif-
ferences, finding a middle ground — all describe the PS#1 Way.  
At the end of the journey, every PS#1 graduate emerges as a 
confident, well-spoken, thoughtful, accomplished young person 
ready to take on the world. Good communication is at the root of 
all success.
–Joel Pelcyger, Head of School

Head's Column

  I can state unequivocally that when there 
is good communication between parents 
and the school, we give mutual support to 
each other and children blossom. 



2

Holiday Gift ExchangeSave the Date!

Chorus

PS#1 Chorus livens not only our 
community but in January the singers 
took the show on the road.

Itty Bitty Art Sale

The Itty Bitty Art Sale features original 
postcard-sized art, each to be sold at 
$40 on a first-come first-served basis. 
The work is unsigned on the front, so no 
one knows the artist’s identity until it is 
purchased and the name is revealed on 
the back. The artist can be anyone with a 
passion or idea — a well known architect, 
professional designer, Hollywood celebrity, 
talented amateur, rock & roll musician, 
or a well meaning animator.

See what we have so far at: 
www.ittybittyart.org

One of PS#1’s oldest traditions thrives 
as our students continue to make a gift 
specifically for the friend, pulled from 
the drawing.

Itty Bitty Art Sale 
March 8, 2011
Viewing is at 10 am / Sale begins at 11 am
We will close when all of the art is sold!

Gallery Of Functional Art
Bergamot Station
Santa Monica

Traditions, Old…   and New…



Venice 5k
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Dishversity Day

Olders’ Art Installation

PS Run, an after school club, tested 
itself in the big league this December by 
signing up and running in the Venice 5K. 
Many PS#1 families came out to cheer 
on the students or run with them.

“Indulge your Five Senses in our 
World”   Recording the sound of 
scissors cutting wire, skateboard 
wheels rolling over shavings, along 
with the ambient sounds of the 
neighborhood, our Olders art stu-
dents mixed violin, percussion, and 
vocals to create an original sound 
track for their art installation.                                                                                                                                    

Swap

Our second annual gently-used Swap was 
organized and run by the Grad Service 
Learning Leaders. What a thrill for our 
students to bring in games, clothes, and 
toys no longer valuable to them but often 
extremely valuable to others. The items 
not claimed were donated to our local 
Goodwill.

Our thirty year old tradition expanded 
onto the Field of Dreams this year. Alumni 
parent Dan Radlauer brought his Klezmer 
band to liven up the festivities and the 
amazing group of volunteer parents made 
it possible for the entire school to sit 
down for their meal. It was classy and 
educational and delicious. The world map 
was covered with pins — PS#1 is truly a 
diverse community!

Traditions, Old…   and New…



4

Curriculum	Connections

Knowing Thy Selves 

 Oral communication is an outcome of the social-emotional 
curriculum in Youngers Cluster.   With a focus on family tra-
ditions, the children worked with their parents to prepare a 
presentation on a tradition they share as a family.  Topics 
included Vietnamese New Year, movie nights, annual travels, 
and Passover, among others. Children brought in photos, shared 
food, and created their own displays.  In their role as attentive 
audience members, they asked relevant questions, made com-
ments, and related what they heard to their own lives.  Though 
the experience the students learned of the diversity among us, 
as well as gained confidence speaking in front of their peers. 

Communication is our Bridge!

 “Getting to Know You” Bridge Cluster Circle Time was proof 
that fifty-one children over a three-grade equivalent span can 
express themselves through their individual and collective 
talents. The combined two-class production was a showcase of 
song, dance, science, comedy, and drama.  From planning and 
negotiating to performing and public speaking, the students 
found ways to communicate with one another and with the 
rapt audience.

Communication   
Youngers Cluster Bridge Cluster
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Grammarians and Poets 

 The Olders Cluster is proof that the only way to truly explore 
alternatives to the rules of written language is to learn the 
rules of written language.  Each Monday morning in the Olders 
Cluster half groups of students switch between classrooms im-
mersing themselves in grammar and poetry.  While one section 
is polishing up on puns and the proper use of ellipses, the other 
half next door is exploring literary license.  Truly, knowledge 
meeting imagination.
 

Communication   
From There to Here

 As the Middles Cluster studied World War II and postwar 
WWII in the United States our young historians saw how dif-
ferently our country communicated during that era in contrast 
with how messages are conveyed today.  Examining war-time 
posters, newsreels, newspaper headlines, and advertisements, 
and listening to radio broadcasts they experienced how infor-
mation was communicated through words, pictures, and slo-
gans.  And, they were introduced to examples of censorship and 
propaganda.  Students wrote diary entries, fabricated letters 
from the perspective of characters from their fiction and non-
fiction reading, made dioramas and collages showing important 
information, and painted their own war slogan posters.  
 So, can Middles students communicate in a variety of ways?  
As Rosie the Riveter says, “We can do it!”  

Olders ClusterMiddles Cluster
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Curriculum	Connections

Books are Meant to Be Shared

 In the PS#1 Library, communication takes place when we 
pass on a copy of a book we have loved so that someone else 
can read and love it, too—or read a book to another student—or 
sit with a classmate while each reads her own book—or pore 
over a book in the company of a friend.  However it is shared, 
the true value of any book is the way it gets passed on.  Like 
the phrase “love in your heart wasn’t put there to stay, love 
isn’t love ‘til you give love away,” a book doesn’t communicate 
until you give it away! 

Library

Merrily We Sing Along

 Communicating through song is a central aspect of PS#1 Mu-
sic which offers numerous opportunities to perform through-
out the year.  Students learn to project in their authentic sing-
ing voices, conveying the emotion of the song through musical 
dynamics, gestures and expression.  With weekly practice, by 
the time performances come around, the results are magical 
and moving.  

Music Room

Communication
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Team Building

 Teamwork relies on effective communication, thus skill 
development in Physical Education at PS#1 begins with estab-
lishing a comfortable and secure playing field.  Paying attention 
is a learned activity.  Children practice giving and receiving 
clear and concise directions.  In addition to vocal instructions, 
our young athletes “score big” when they master hand signals, 
non-verbal codes, and physical cues.  

Physical Education
	

Art Room

Sending a Message Through Art

 In the Art Room, crafting becomes a media to convey envi-
ronmental awareness and social activism.  LJ students found a 
way to send a message of sustainability while they were build-
ing three-dimensional aquariums created from reused glass 
jars.  Each student personalized their fish tank with a handwrit-
ten public service announcement reminding the populace that 
we all share the responsibility to protect our water. 
 During the month of December, the Art Room was trans-
formed into a public gallery. “Indulge Your Five Senses” was an 
art installation created by Olders students.  With cello music, 
tangerine scents, tactile projectiles, molecule mobiles, a jelly 
bean for your tongue, our student artists showed the communi-
ty that we give, receive and process information in many forms 
and a combination of sensory modalities.  

Communication



8

We	try	to	include	as	many	Alumni	updates	as	space	
allows.	If	you	were	not	included	in	this	column,	and	you	
sent	us	an	update,	please	look	for	your	feature	in	an	
upcoming	issue.	We	love	hearing	your	news!

Alumni Corner

Jazmine	McGilbert	

The PS#1 Alumni Association

Sarah Dupont	(1994-1997)
	 Sarah	received	a	degree	in	Studio	Arts	
from	Bard	College	in	New	York	State,	which	
has	led	her	to	study	art	therapy.		Meanwhile	
she	is	doing	some	fashion	modeling.		She	
tells	us:	“I	am	doing	great!		I	have	a	beautiful	
son	and	a	fantastic	fiancé	with	a	burgeoning	
architecture	career.”

Nicole Haskins	(1992-1999)
	 Since	graduating	from	PS#1,	Nicole	
has	followed	a	steady	trajectory	in	ballet,	
dancing	in	both	the	Kansas	City	Ballet	and	
Ballet	Montana.		She	lives	in	Sacramento	
where	she	has	been	dancing	with	the	Sac-
ramento	Ballet	for	six	years.		She	recently	
participated	in	the	prestigious	New	York	
Choreographic	Institute,	and	this	year	was	
awarded	their	fellowship	grant	to	continue	
her	work	in	choreography.

Ben Liebeskind (1994-1997)	
	 Ben	is	attending	grad	school	for	a	PhD	in	
evolutionary	biology	at	University	of	Texas	
at	Austin.

Emma Andersson	(1989-1994)	
	 Emma	graduated	from	Yale	Law	School	
in	2008,	after	which	she	practiced	civil	
rights	law	with	the	ACLU	in	California	and	
then	plaintiff’s-side	employment	discrimina-
tion	law	in	Washington,	D.C.		She	is	cur-
rently	working	as	a	law	clerk	in	Pasadena	to	
a	judge	on	the	United	States	Ninth	Circuit	
Court	of	Appeals.	

Harley Wertheimer	(1992-1999)
	 Harley	is	living	in	NY	and	working	an	
enjoyable	job	at	Columbia	Records	in	A+R:	
looking	for	new	talent.

Molly Wertheimer	(1998-2002)	
	 Molly	is	in	her	second	semester,	Junior	
Year	at	NYU,	majoring	in	Film	Marketing	and	
currently	interning	at	The	Weinstein	Co.	in	
NY.		It	appears	that	entertainment	is	in	the	
Wertheimer	blood!

Jesse Cantor	(1978-1983)
	 Jesse	is	a	criminal	lawyer	in	partnership	
in	Seattle,	Washington.		On	September	6th	
of	this	year	he	married	Cristina	Perez	at	
a	ceremony	in	an	idyllic	setting	in	the	San	
Juan	Islands.		The	couple	has	made	their	
home	in	Mukilteo,	Washington	where	Jesse	
loves	the	scuba	diving.

Lincoln Madley	(1988-1989)
	 A	graduate	of	Vassar	College,	and	a	
musician	in	his	own	right,	Lincoln	is	working	
the	international	party	scene	as	DJ	Bouji,	
creating	musical	atmosphere	for	sophisti-
cated	parties	and	events	in	Mexico,	Paris,	
LA	and	New	York.		He’s	mixing	music	and	
opening	for	live	performances	at	the	W	Ho-
tels	Worldwide	and	the	Veuve	Cliquot	Polo	
Open	on	Governor’s	Island,	New	York.		He’s	
opened	for	Janelle	Monae’s	recent	show	in	
Los	Angeles,	DJ’d	at	Fashion	Week	in	Paris,	
and	performed	as	DJ	at	Jennifer	Anniston’s	
birthday	party	in	Cabo	San	Lucas.		New	York	
based	alums	will	find	him	at	the	W	in	New	
York	this	summer,	so	put	on	your	dancin’	
shoes	and	party	down!

Alexander Walters	(1995-2002)
	 Alex	is	a	junior	at	UC	Davis,	where	he’s	
studying	English.	He’s	the	president	of	the	
school’s	cycling	club	and	aims	to	go	to	law	
school	after	taking	a	year	off	to	live	and	
work	in	Northern	California.

Jazmine McGilbert		(1998-2000)
	 From	PS#1,	Jazzi	went	to	Windward	
School.		She	still	lives	in	Los	Angeles,	but	is	
often	now	in	New	York,	where	she	works	as	
a	freelance	fashion	writer	and	stylist.		She’s	
worked	with	Vogue,	Details,	Fashionista.
com	and	Teen	Vogue	among	others.		She	
currently	writes	for	NYLON	magazine.	
Jazzi’s	fashion	and	lifestyle	blog, jazzimcg.
com,	has	gained	recognition	as	an	influential	
style	source,	and	been	featured	in	numerous	
publications.	She	styled	a	campaign	for	Nike	
that	is	due	out	in	March.		About	her	work,		
Jazzi	says:	”I	aim	to	continue	working	in	the	
fashion	industry,	using	style	and	words	as	
my	medium.	I	would	love	to	write	a	book	in	
the	near	future,	and	speak	to	girls	think-
ing	of	pursuing	a	career	in	fashion	as	I’ve	
learned	many	valuable	lessons	on	my	path.”

Matylda Kerry	(1997-2004)	
	 Matylda	attended	PS#1	for	7	years.		Now	
she	attends	Champlain	College	in	Burlington	
Vermont	with	a	major	in	marketing	and	an	
eye	toward	communications	and	profession-
al	writing.		She	writes,	“Since	leaving	PS#1,	
I	still	haven’t	found	my	passion,	but	I	am	
doing	everything	in	my	power	to	get	closer	
to	it.	I	am	having	fun	and	meeting	some	
incredible	people	along	the	way.	If	I	had	to	
give	a	piece	of	advice	to	the	reader,	it	is	
find	something	you	are	passionate	about,	
and	take	the	first	step	right	now	to	achieve	
it.		My	goal	is	to	graduate	with	a	degree	in	
writing,	go	to	school	abroad	to	pursue	my	
dream	of	opening	my	own	beauty	salon,	
and	to	become	the	next	Vidal	Sassoon!”

Brian	(1987-1995)	and	Sarah	Roth	on	their	wedding	day	
in	October.		Congratulations!

Helen	Keyes	and	a	friend	is	in	front	
of	the	Asakusa	Shrine,	Tokyo
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Heidi	Seibold-Moore	and	familyMatyida	Kerry Nicole	Haskins

Heidi Seibold-Moore (1981–1987)
	 Heidi	attended	Windward	School	and	
graduated	in	1993.		She	took	a	year	off	to	
travel	and	then	attended	Reed	College	in	
Portland,	OR,	graduating	in	1998	with	a	
degree	in	Anthropology.	She	married	Scott	
Moore	in	2000,	and	gave	birth	to	their	son,	
Jordan,	on	Christmas	day,	2003.		They	
live	in	Denver,	CO,	and	Heidi	works	for	the	
University	of	Colorado	Medical	Center	as	an	
Administrative	Assistant	in	the	Department	
of	Gastroenterology	and	Hepatology.	
	 Heidi	and	Scott	run	Denver	Judo,	the	
largest	judo	club	in	Colorado.	She	is	a	yodan	
(4th	degree	black	belt)	in	judo,	and	before	
retiring	from	competition	in	2008,	was	the	
number	one	ranked	player	at	+78	kilograms.	
She	attended	the	World	Championships	
in	2005	and	2007	and	the	Pan	American	
Championships	in	2005,	2007,	and	2008,	
winning	a	bronze	medal	in	2007.		Scott,	who	
is	visually	impaired	and	a	three-time	Para-
lympic	medalist	in	judo,	and	Heidi	work	with	
the	national	visually	impaired	judo	program,	
Scott	as	the	head	coach	and	Heidi	as	a	
team	leader/coordinator.

Nico Zimmerman	(1988-1990)	
	 Nico,	a	UCLA	Law	School	grad,	practiced	
international	corporate	law	in	Los	Angeles	
and	Melbourne,	Australia,	then	co-founded	a	
biohazardous	waste	disposal	company	in	Los	
Angeles.	During	the	wind-up	to	the	election	
in	2009,	Nico	took	time	off	from	law	practice	
to	work	for	the	Obama	Campaign.	He	is	now	
in	the	process	of	moving	to	New	York	to	be	
with	his	wife,	who	has	been	commuting	from	
her	job	there.	

Helen Keyes	(1995-2002)	
	 Helen	graduated	from	The	Archer	School	
for	Girls	in	2008.		She	wrote	in	January	
(2011)	that	she	is	“…	a	third	year	Japanese	
major	at	the	University	of	San	Francisco,	
though	right	now	I’m	currently	studying	
abroad	for	a	year	at	Sophia	University	in	
Tokyo	Japan.	I’m	having	an	absolute	blast	
wandering	around	Tokyo	and	experiencing	
such	a	different	culture.	I’m	hoping	to	
become	a	translator	and	living	here	for	a	
year	is	a	really	helpful	experience.	“

Conrad Liebowitz (1996–2003)
	 Conrad	is	currently	a	sophomore	at	Oc-
cidental	College	in	Los	Angeles,	his	first	year	
at	the	new	school,	after	transferring	from	
the	University	of	Rochester	in	upstate	New	
York.		He	is	planning	on	studying	diplomacy	
and	world	affairs	(DWA),	and	hopefully	take	
advantage	of	his	school’s	off-campus	United	
Nations	program	in	New	York	City.		“Al-
though	I	am	injured	and	out	for	the	remain-
der	of	the	season,	I	will	be	playing	on	the	
varsity	basketball	team	next	season.		Both	
Celine	and	Pascale	Merrill	are	still	very	con-
nected	to	my	family,	forming	a	truly	great	
relationship	between	the	two	families.”

Nick Frankel	(1988-1995)
	 Nick	got	married	last	year	to	Lauren	
Holmes.	He	is	in	the	middle	of	his	Ph.D	
program	in	Molecular,	Cellular,	and	Devel-
opmental	Biology	at	Yale	and	his	wife	is	in	
the	Doctoral	program	in	Musicology.	She	is	
currently	in	Finland	on	a	Fulbright	leaving	
him	to	pine	away	in	New	Haven.	They	would	
like	to	get	back	to	the	left	coast	eventually.	
Nick	is	also	avidly	interested	in	cooking	
and	playing	jazz	guitar.

Linclon	Madley

Miles	Tokunow

Nora Frankel	(1993-1998)	
	 While	awaiting	decisions	for	grad	school	
in	Art	Conservation,	Nora	continues	to	post	
on	her	homesteading	blog,	www.paradisec-
ityhomestead.blogspot.com.	Doing	as	much	
self-sufficient	homesteading	type	work	
as	she	can	get	away	with,	Nora	writes,	“I	
will	probably	tap	my	maples	again	in	a	few	
weeks,	and	am	already	beginning	to	start	
some	seeds	and	cuttings,	which	makes	me	
very	happy	in	the	midst	of	this	bitter	and	
bleak	winter.”	She	inspires	us	with	all	her	
great	projects.	Nora	also	continues	her	work	
as	an	artist	with	a	group	show	this	spring	in	
Northampton,	MA	where	she	is	living.	
See:	norafrankel.blogspot.com.

Miles Tokunow (1997-1999)
	 Miles	is	now	living	in	Santa	Fe,	New	Mexi-
co	and	working	at	a	non-profit	called	Youth	
Media	Project,	where	he	teaches	high	school	
students	how	to	create	their	own	bi-weekly	
radio	show.		After	PS#1,	Miles	spent	six	
years	with	Harley	and	Charlotte	at	Harvard-
Westlake	and	went	on	to	Wesleyan	Univer-
sity	in	Middletown,	CT.		There,	he	studied	
Anthropology	and	Music	(separately)	and	
graduated	with	honors	in	May,	2010.		During	
his	post-graduation	road-trip	back	home,	
he	stayed	with	a	friend	in	Santa	Fe	and	
found	out	about	a	job	opening	that	merged	
his	passions:	music/sound,	anthropology/
storytelling,	kids	and	teaching!	So,	Miles	is	
now	enjoying	the	Southwestern	sunsets	and	
breakfast	burritos	while	teaching	kids	to	tell	
their	stories	and	stories	of	their	community	
for	radio…		These	forces	combine	to	make	
Miles	a	very	grateful	guy!	And	if	you	want	
to	find	out	more	about	his	work,	check	out	
www.youthmediaproject.org!



The Lucky Month of February! Two great teachers have two beau-
tiful, healthy baby boys. Jen gave birth on February 4th to Kam 
and Marie gave birth to Michael on February 9th. Congratulations 
to the Lui and Dickey families from the whole PS#1 community.
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May	 14	 PS#1 Annual Auction—Alumni Invited 
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Mystery Photo
Do	you	hold	the	key	to	identifying	these	PS#1	Alumni?	
Please	email	Deirdre	at deirdre@psone.org

Last issue’s Mystery Photo:
Joel	was	the	only	person	who	named	all	three	children,	L	to	R,	
Cris Slagerman, Peter Hopelain, and Heidi Seibold.		He	does	
not	qualify	for	the	competition	so	the	first	person	to	get	two	faces	
right	was	Dave	Hopelain.	He	received	a	PS#1	t-shirt	for	recognizing	
his	son,	Peter,	in	the	center	of	the	picture	and	Heidi	Seibold	whose	
update	is	in	the	Alumni	corner.


