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In This Issue:

It was my son, Brandon’s sixth birthday and his first day of the new year at PS#1. I 
had a little glitch in my schedule as it was also my first day of principal photography 
on a independent feature film I was producing, in Greenwich Village. I put him on a 
plane back to LA with the au pair so he could have two weeks to get acclimatized 
with his class before returning to New York. At the airport, my heart heavy watching 
him leave, I vowed to figure out another way to be filled with joy in my work and be 
available to parent my child. 
 Life has a way of giving me what I ask for and in two and half years I became a 
teacher at PS#1. I had started my working career in the classroom and being inspired 
by the magic happening at Brandon’s school, I was delighted to immerse myself in 
the educational community that had become so important in our lives.
When Brandon graduated in 1994, I graduated as well and went on to help start the 
Archer School for Girls. Nine wonderful years creating curriculum, hiring faculty, 
teaching, and eventually working as the Associate Head of School gave me the 
opportunity to merge my producing and educational skills.
 When Brandon graduated from college I gave myself the opportunity to explore 
some creative endeavors that had been calling me. Joel asked me if I would be 
interested in re-connecting with PS#1 on a part time basis. I said yes and my job as 
Outreach Coordinator was born. 
 I am so grateful to have this opportunity to feel my life circling back and being 
enriched by many fine people from the past. Maggie Rosenfeld (Director of Finance 
and Operations) and Andrea Roth (Director of Admissions) and I, all enrolled our five 
year old sons at PS#1 at the same time. I had left PS#1 with the impression that my 
time there had been the heydey of amazing people. I realize after returning that this 
school attracts amazing people or as I was explaining to a friend, my kind of people—
creative, inspirational, and full of love for their children and this planet. It has been 
fabulous getting to know the current families and I look forward to enriching my plate 
with more connections. 
One of my endeavors as Outreach Coordinator is to help plan our 35th Anniversary 
Party. We want to find as many of our former families as we can, to invite them back 
on campus to reconnect and celebrate the amazing memories we have from either 
being a student here at the school or having a student here. We are collecting photos 
and stories and invite anyone with either to contact me and help us enrich this great 
event. It is coming up on May 20th. Don’t miss it!!

 

It’s About Time  

Deirdre Gaynor  

Mystery Photo
The year was 1975. Can you identify 
the student pictured below? Please 
email Deirdre at deirdre@psone.org.

Printed on Recycled Paper



Letter from the Head of School
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Is there Life After PS#1?  Of course there is.  Each year, currently enrolled parents and soon-
to-be graduating students PS#1 are treated to a special Parent Education evening at school 
featuring about fifteen high school PS#1 alumni who enthusiastically and articulately share 
their insights and experiences about their personal educational journeys.  
 This May, we are taking this special event to a new larger stage.  PS#1 is 35 years old now.  
Is there life after high school?  Indeed there is!  We are holding a 35th Anniversary Party 
for all of us who have ever been a part of the PS#1 community on Sunday afternoon, May 
20, 2007 from 2:00 – 5:00pm on the Field of Dreams at the school.  If you are reading this 
column, you are invited to attend.  If you are in touch with anyone who ever attended PS#1, 
invite them to join you.
 As the years go by, the column of children moving up and out of PS#1 into the world grows 
longer and longer, and our curiosity about them grows and grows.  Where did they go?  What 
are they doing?  Do old friends from PS#1 still get together?  What do they remember of the 
years we spent growing together?  What has become important to them now?  What are they 
aiming for?
 We have been blessed to work with a remarkable number of parents who felt passionately 
about childhood education.  Without them, PS#1 would never have been built or grown.  
We are as curious about them and their trajectories as we are about their children’s.  
 We are working very hard to put together an up-to-date database of all of us.  Do we have 
your current address, phone number, and email address?  We also want to be able to put 
you in touch with dear friends from your past that you may have lost contact with.  Please 
email your current information to joel@psone.org.  Tell me what you are doing.  I’d love to 
hear from you.  
 In addition, we have very few photos of the first ten years of our school’s life, but perhaps 
you have a few you will allow us to copy.  When you find yourself to be as old as we are now, 
images of those first few years of life become very valuable.  Please help us to build our 
archive of the early years.
 I hope to see you on May 20th.  It will be a special day indeed.  Or stop by anytime at the 
school.  Or just write and keep us in the loop about your accomplishments and adventures.

Is there Life After PS#1?

Save The Date:
PS#1 35th Anniversary Party
May 20, 2007
2–5p.m.

Join fellow alumni, students, families and friends 
on the “Field of Dreams” as we celebrate the past, 
present and future of PS#1. Music and food plus 35 
years of photos on display. All ages welcome. 



Current 
Annual Giving 
Participation 
by Class:

T&N  80% 

J&J  76% 

L&H  84% 

L&A  85% 

A&B  81% 

C&M  73% 

J&B  85%
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GPSF Day

Annual Giving Update

We’re so close!  We’ve raised an impressive $426,000 to date. 
With everyone’s participation, we can reach—and even exceed—our 
goal of $450,000.  A special thank you to all the Grandparents 
who have, as a group, contributed more than $37,000—your gener-
osity honors every PS#1 student and inspires us all.
  Our Board, Faculty and Staff have already pledged their full 
support—have you?  Remember, not only does your donation help 
us meet our operating budget, but it also helps us provide the 
exciting “extras” that make PS#1 the singular elementary school it 
is.  Furthermore, 100% Parent Participation is essential to suc-
cessful grant solicitation and outside funding.  Want to join in the 
spirit of giving?  Please contact Lisa Wilson at lisa@psone.org or 
call 310.394.1313, x109 to make your contribution today.  Your gift 
to Annual Giving is fully tax-deductible, as allowed by law.
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Admissions season 
for the 2008-2009 
school year has begun! 
We start accepting 
applications in April.  

Spring tour dates: April 26th, 
May 10th and June 7th
from 8:45-10:45. 
Reservations required. 

Call Andrea at ext. 119 or 
email andrea@psone.org.
 

08–09 
Admissions

The “   Wow” Factor

Oftentimes people listen to the philosophy behind multi-age grouping in a classroom and nod in agreement that it sounds 
great.  Then, there is the pause before the next thought, which is “but does it really work?”  The answer is emphatically yes; 
multi-age grouping allows students to develop leadership in various areas whether it is as orator, writer, problem-solver, visual 
artist, team builder, patient listener, or other talent.   Learning becomes much more about projects revolving around big ideas 
that lead students to greater critical thinking and deeper understanding.  In each classroom at PS#1 it is easy to see this 
engagement as students interact with the curriculum, peers and teachers each school day.  And the greatest testament to 
the success of multi-age grouping is the “wow” factor.
 Without fail, every time I am with a visitor at PS#1 and we walk through the school, guests can’t help but let out a “wow” as 
they hear the articulate, purposeful conversation in which students are engaged.  Last week during one such visit, Olders were 
observed with Youngers during a library period.  They were partnered up to read books to each other.  Incredible conversations 
on which books were their favorites, why they did not want to choose a certain book, who would read to whom first, the beauty 
of illustrations, etc. occurred with each team in a relaxed manner.  Students casually took turns, helped turn pages, and asked 
questions of their partners about the story they had read together.  This flow continued until Christina, the librarian, asked 
them to clean up.
 “Wow” whispered the guest “what an incredible moment.  Is it like this all the time?”  I had to smile as I responded, 
“Actually, it is.”  
  Turn to the articles on the Curriculum Connections pages about other incredible teaching and learning happening in our 
classrooms. It’s your turn to have a “wow” moment.
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Traditions

More than 200 Grandparents and Special Friends spent time with us on February 
16th, creating special projects, applauding student performances, and sharing stories 
of childhood memories. Thank you to PS#1 Parents Susan Hayden and Karen Ciccone 
for chairing another successful GPSF Day. Also thanks to parent escorts, classroom 
refreshment coordinators, faculty and staff who all played a part in making this event 
one of the highlights of the year. We had a great time and look forward to meeting 
more of your special friends next year.
 Another beloved tradition, Common Ground began seven years ago in an effort 
to share and celebrate the variety of life experiences that our families bring to PS#1. 
Since our last issue, we’ve hosted two unique Common Ground potlucks: Common 
Sounds and That’s a Family. 
 At Common Sounds, children and parents alike honed their marshmallow toasting 
skills around the blazing campfire to the tune of our incredible parent musicians: Lisle 
Leete on guitar, Christopher Allport on Appalachian fiddle, Dan Radlauer on rockin’ 
accordion, Greg Germann on guitar, and Youngers student Django Marsh (‘13) also on 
guitar. Our spirits soared, thanks to their great sounds. 
 During That’s a Family attendees shared family photos, memorabilia, and stories 
of heritage. Everyone enjoyed each other’s company, great food and camaraderie. 
Thanks to the indefatigable Maria Wauer and Brent Shapiro for orchestrating both 
events.  Want to join in? The next Common Ground event is scheduled for June 3rd 
and is sure to be another fun-filled evening!

Common 
Sounds

Common 
Ground

That's 
A Family

Letter from the Curriculum Coordinator



The students in Traci and Nicole’s classroom have been 
investigating the history of their school community.  Specifically, 
we considered how PS#1 was started and how it has changed over 
the years. After studying old pictures of our campus and students, 
the class chose to interview Joel, who helped to establish the 
school; Abbie, who is a long-term teacher at PS#1; and a former 
student.  Each of our students collaborated with a peer to prepare 
interview questions for our guests. The partnerships recorded 
their questions, and then we compiled our favorite questions into 
a master list.  This final list was used to interview Joel and Abbie.  
We are still on the hunt for a former student to interview as well.  
The following is a sampling of the questions created by students, 
and the responses from Joel and Abbie that we have gathered 
thus far:  

Youngers/
Investigating PS#1 History
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Q:  Why did you want to start a school?   
A:  I never saw a school that was as good as it could be. 
 
Q:  What date did PS#1 start?   
A:   September 9th, 1971
 
Q:  How many kids were at PS#1 when it first opened?   
A:   12
 
Q:  How did the old building get knocked down?   
A:  With a little wrecking ball and help from  a friend named Wade. 
 
Q:  Did the oak tree move?     
A:  Although the oak tree is 100 years old, it only became a part of  
 our school four years ago when PS#1 bought the land around  
 the oak tree.  We considered moving the oak tree to the Euclid  
 yard, until we discovered that the roots were too established  
 for the tree to be moved safely.  

 Next, we will create a class book that includes the interesting 
facts we learned about the history of our school community.  
We are hoping to complete this book in time for PS#1’s 35th 
Anniversary celebration!  

 

Curriculum Connections

Pause:
1993-94     “By the Sea,” the annual auction, 
         takes place at the Miramar
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Middles/
Experiencing L.A.’s Past
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LiAnne and Anne’s class has been 
exploring the wonderful world of Los 
Angeles history this year.  We kicked off 
our unit of study by learning about the 
indigenous people of the area.  We moved 
on to look at King Carlos III’s “Three Step 
Plan” for establishing Spanish control: 
missions, presidios, and pueblos.  A 
combination of hands-on experiences and 
excursions led to a dynamic and exciting 
unit of study, the highlight of which was 
our musical production of “California 
Missions – and More!”
 We followed in the footsteps of the 
Pobladores, the original eleven families 
to settle the pueblo that later became 
known as Los Angeles.  We visited 
Mission San Gabriel Arcangel, which was 
established in 1771. The students learned 
how the missionaries met their basic 
needs and about their interactions with 
the indigenous people. Our second mission 
visit took us to Mission San Fernando Rey 
de Espana.  We saw how travelers used the 
mission as a resting place as they ventured 
through Alta California. Our Olvera Street 
visit was the culminating highlight in 
studying the Pobladores. Olvera Street 
occupies the space where the Pobladores 
finally settled – the Pueblo of Los Angeles.  
This was especially exciting having built 
our own settlement and irrigation system 
here at school based on the innovative 
Zanja Madre – the primary source of water 
funneled from the Los Angeles River to the 
settlement.  We visited during the Day of 
the Dead celebration and saw a fusion of 
past and present traditions at play. 
 Our study of Los Angeles history 
progressed through the period of Mexican 
settlement, which came after mission 
lands had reverted to private lands called 
ranchos. We experimented with making 
adobe bricks, a typical building material of 
the time.  These were later painted during 
art class in a communal art project.  We 
enjoyed a bartering activity during which 
the students were given a limited amount 
of supplies, which they had to barter in 
order to complete the project.  The concept 
of trade was later reinforced in a visit to 
a tall ship, a replica of a ship used during 
the hide and tallow trade.  Our visit to 
Leonis Adobe had us grinding corn and 
making tortillas, churning cream for butter, 
perfecting lasso techniques, designing 
cattle brands, making yarn dolls, and 
feeding all types of livestock!
 All of these learning experiences were 
brought to life as the kids in our class took 
on the roles of Father Junipero Serra, 
Native Americans, Captain Portola, the 
ranchero wives, and other notable figures 
from California history as we performed 
our class musical, “California Missions 
– and More!”  Cut!  That’s a wrap!

Curriculum Connections



For thousands of years, stories have 
helped us create order and make 
connections between events.  This year 
in Chris and Mary’s class we have based 
the social studies and language arts 
curriculum loosely around something 
called “Storypath” which helps students 
understand concepts through stories that 
they might typically have found difficult to 
understand in a traditional curriculum.  
 We launched the unit by creating 
a colonial “story” that takes place in 
Boston around 1775. The members of our 
class became the main characters and 
a community soon developed.  Students 
quickly realized that we understand our 
own lives and communities better when we 
learn about the lives of others in the past. 
 To build background, we discussed the 
concept of a colony, and the relationship 
of colonies to the mother country. The 
students created a “wall frieze” in our 
retreat with A/B’s class. Each group 
designed buildings and landforms 
typically found in a colonial town such as 
a silversmith, a meeting place, pub, ship 
wright, blacksmith, and general stores. 
 In the next episode, small groups of 
students created families who would own 
the businesses in our frieze.   We role-
played the characters in the family/story 
to better understand particular viewpoints 
of that time period, and to explore typical 
problems that might occur while owning a 
business. 
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Becoming Colonial Bostonians

Olders

 Creating the families and businesses 
eventually caused some disagreements 
among the groups.  Different opinions 
about the biographies for each fictitious 
family member and deciding who should do 
what, became topics of heated debate. We 
used such disagreements as a chance to 
bring the groups together and discuss the 
conflicts of interest.  Then negotiating and 
compromising strategies where introduced 
and became important skills developed 
throughout the project.
 There were a number of ways students 
accomplished their work on the frieze. 
They worked in large groups, small family 
groups, partnerships and individually. The 
students brainstormed other features to 
add to the frieze and then they discussed 
the project as a whole.  Initiating a 
discussion about the frieze was a great 
opportunity for us to assess students’ 
progress and understanding.
 After creating our colonial frieze 
children participated in a revolutionary 
war adventure set in the 1770’s at Riley’s 

Curriculum Connections

Farm, which included several workshops 
exploring life in the colonies. Some families 
in our class even traveled to Colonial 
Williamsburg and other historical sites over 
the holiday break. Those students returned 
to school and presented information from 
their trip in a power point presentation. 
 As part of our informative writing 
curriculum, students completed 
independent research projects on “key 
players” from American History around 
the colonial period.  In half groups, Mary 
and Chris taught the skills to research 
information and organize it into a logical 
format.  Students presented their 
information to the class in both a written 
and creative format including some type 
of visual aid.  Many students dressed in 
character and told their life stories in the 
first person.
 Through Storypath and field trips, 
our students gained exciting hands-on 
knowledge and made deeper connections 
to challenging Social Studies and Language 
Arts curriculum.
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The Creative Writing Project

By Jordan Solomon, ‘07

A story, your creation, your vision, your 
creative writing story. Everyone in John 
and Brad’s class does one whether it barely 
makes the cut of 2,700 words, or becomes 
the first installment of a series topping out 
at 8,250 words. It can be about something 
as simple as a dog or a cat, or as fierce as 
a memory of the Holocaust. Fiction, non-
fiction, fantasy, or a series of poems, it 
does not matter as long as it is genuine. 
The story belongs to you when you write it 
in John and Brad’s class. 
 The project begins with the realization 
that we are all “writers.” Each of us has at 
one time or another created a document 
on our own. The difference is that this time 
we will be “published” and our work will 
live on here in the class library. We each 
complete two tasks aimed at guiding our 
process. The first is a story web or outline 
where we imagine the beginning, middle, 
and end of our story. By creating an outline 
or web, we can get a better understanding 
of the key elements of a story: background, 
setting, conflict, resolution, and character 
development. We plan our stories so we 
can best use our time and stay on task. It 
is easy to get lost in your own ideas as you 
strive to paint pictures with words, and the 
web is a great guide. 
 The second task is a character 
study in which we imagine the physical, 
psychological and emotional, and “other” 
qualities of one of our characters. This task 
helps us picture the person, and better 
understand just what makes them tick. The 
character comes to life in our imagination 
so that we can make it come to life in our 
story. The “other” category might just be 
the most important because it allows us 
the freedom to create anything from aliens 
living amongst us to cats that can talk. 
 The writing of the story can be difficult 
as the best imagined story might un-spool 
from our memories more slowly than we 

would like. Sometimes it is hard to stick 
with a plot and characters, and each of 
us has a moment of writer’s block. John 
and Brad do a great job of “un-sticking” 
us with helpful ideas and encouragement. 
Sometimes we write freehand in a journal 
or type endlessly on the computer. No 
matter what process we choose, it is our 
project from start to finish. John and Brad 
teach us concepts like how to use dialogue 
and how to add details along the way. The 
grammar lessons sure do help as well. 
 Once our stories begin to take shape, 
we do something very cool called “Author’s 
Chair.” Each person has to do two turns 
in the chair, but we always ask for more 
chances because it is so fun. It begins 
with a brief introduction about title and 
setting, and then we read. The class listens 
so attentively, and when we are finished 
we get compliments and questions to help 
with the writing process. It is a bit scary to 
sit in front of your class and read your own 
story, but the class is always supportive 
and helpful. Sometimes just by listening to 
someone else reading their story you can 
learn something helpful for your own. It is 
like we all learn and teach each other. 
 Author’s Chair is just one example of 
how John and Brad make learning fun, 
interesting, and interactive.  The Creative 
Writing Project is a lot of work, but well 
worth the effort. We’re all looking forward 
to sharing our stories with visiting families 
at Open House.

Curriculum Connections



“I recently left my job at LeapFrog Toys, where I worked for 6 years doing marketing and 
starting their catalog business.  Now I am writing a book based on my Rookie-Moms.
com web site while my 2-year old son Julian is at ‘school.’  I do a little bit of freelance 
marketing work, but mostly do the mom thing when I’m not working on my book.  My 
husband and I have a second child due in July.
 So far, parenting has been a wonderful opportunity to get nostalgic about many of 
the innovative educational experiences I had at PS#1.  I look forward to more of that as 
we move through preschool and into early elementary school.  I hope you guys know 
what a huge impact you had on your students and their families—and now each student’s 
own family’s—lives.”
- Whitney Moss (‘82)

“Some people have commented that postdoctoral and elementary education are 
surprisingly similar because students are heavily motivated by their intellectual curiosity, 
learning is largely at the student’s pace, and students benefit from large amounts of 
personal attention from a few dedicated teachers; fortunately I experienced that both 
at PS#1 and in graduate school.”
- David Newhouse (‘83) referring to his PS#1 and Cornell experience 

“I’m living in France where I spend most of my time working for the English language 
service of Radio France International. I produce and present the news, as well as report 
on stories from the Paris area, for our audience who listens to us via shortwave radio 
in Africa and Asia. As an independent radio producer I also produce documentaries and 
features for U.S. and other outlets. If you are curious, you can hear some of the pieces 
at: www.toucanradio.org. 
 Before leaving for France, I was based in New York where I most recently worked 
on a radio documentary series about American Jewish history called ‘Only in America,’ 
which will air on public radio stations this year. As for the future: I love working with 
sound and making documentaries—I can’t imagine doing anything else for now!”
- Sara Elzas (‘89)

“I do love New York—I’m living in Little Italy right now with 3 friends from school.  I’ve 
been here since I graduated from Penn in 2004.  First I worked at McKinsey and Co., a 
management consulting firm.  After about a year and a half, I started to work in Real 
Estate.  I’m actually working with my dad—we are trying to buy buildings and renovate 
them.  So far, we have bought and almost completely renovated one building, and we are 
actively looking for more.
 Other than work, I am just enjoying NYC - I play on 2 basketball teams with games 

once a week, and I have a huge number of friends from Penn and other friends that I 
hang out with on the weekends.”
- Paul Henry (‘94)

“…I was working at a theater in Issaquah as a dresser and then I had back injuries that 
complicated things. I ended up spending almost a year in a wheelchair; everyone told me 
I would be living with pain and in a wheelchair the rest of my life. Thankfully, I found a 
doctor who saved my life and after two back surgeries I was walking again…
 I met my husband in 2005… He is a Cuban refugee whose family fled from Cuba 
and Castro when he was seven years old. He and I have a large family, including his four 
children – and we just added a granddaughter! Can you believe I’m a grandmother at 
26?!?!? He and I are starting a construction company called ‘Havana Construction’… as 
soon as the company gets going I’m planning on going back to school...I always searched 
for a different life and I believe I found it!”
- Sonia Leyva (nee Shipley) (’91)

“I am currently in my last year at the University of Miami School of Law. I am working in 
the children and Youth Law Clinic protecting the rights of foster kids and thos foster kids 
who have aged out of the system. I work with and against school districts and the Florida 
Department of Children and Families to make sure they receive the due process rights 
and services they should be receiving. I would like to take the bar in California. Who 
knows what I’ll be doing in the future.”
- David Jacob (‘92)

“I am currently being ‘promoted’ to Development/Communications Associate at Global 
Green…the time does seem to be ripe for green schools. The Bush Clinton Katrina Fund 
just awarded $2 million for Global Green’s work on green schools in New Orleans, and we 
have our fingers crossed about a re-grant coming from the Annenberg Foundation for 
more local work…”
- Max Wolf (‘87)

“…I attended college at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA. I majored in 
Theatre [where] I worked as a DJ for the college radio station…wrote as a film critic…
and co-founded a campus comedy troupe…I moved back to L.A…. and I attended the 
Academy of Entertainment and Technology, where I majored in film business…It was an 
interesting time, and I learned a lot about the business…
 I also work as a spy for the British government, tame lions, smuggle diamonds, 
perform brain surgery, drive racecars, and front a rock band. Actually, none of those 
things are true, but I’ve led a rewarding life nonetheless.”
- Witney Seibold (‘90)

Michael Bogen 
wed Rikki Kalsbeek on 
October 7, 2006 in the 
garden of Andy and 
Deborah (former Board 
member) Bogen’s home. 
We send our warmest 
wishes to the couple.

Susan Madley, 
beloved music teacher, 
administrator and parent. 
Susan is coming down 
from Northern California 
to the 35th Anniversary 
Party and will perform.

Alumni Perspective
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Sonia Leyva and husband

We are enjoying a wonderful response from numerous alumni as we reach out to 
let them know about the 35th anniversary celebration in May. Here is some news 
and thoughts from several of them:

Fast Forward:
2006–07     PS#1 celebrates the 
      next 35 years
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James Weinberger (‘01) is in his senior 
year at Crossroads. He loves the academics, 
particularly Jim Hosney’s Great Books 
course. But his greatest love, as always, is 
sports and he was captain and MVP of the 
Crossroads varsity basketball team this 
past year.

Jackson (Jake) Hamilton (‘89) is a recently 
married neuro-radiologist in his second year 
of residency at M.D. Anderson Hospital in 
Houston.

After four years as the West Coast Director 
of Stores and Public Relations with Bottega 
Veneta, Ariana Lambert Smeraldo (‘82) 
left to concentrate on opening Lily Lodge, 
a floral boutique on Robertson Boulevard. 
“I am always amazed when I discover 
someone sho won’t wear leather and eats 
only organic—but buys roses showered 
with pesticides,” she says. Her boutique 
has received a great deal of good press 
nationally from designer magazines.

Coryn Madley (’89) went on to study design 
at the prestigious Rhode Island School of 
Design and Central St. Martins in London, 
receiving her fine arts degree in textiles in 
2002. After graduation, Coryn moved back 
to Venice and founded the women’s apparel 
and accessories company Madley. Fall 2004 
marked Madley’s debut runway presentation 
when she was honored as one of Gen Art’s 
“Fresh Faces in Fashion.” The collection 
gained critical praise from numerous 
publications such as the LA Times, Women’s 
Wear Daily and colifornia Apparel News.

Megan Romano (‘93) graduated from 
Barnard College in 2003 with a B.A. in 
Pan African Studies and Human Rights. 
Applying to medical school, she is currently 
working as a research coordinator at 
Columbia University’s Medical Center in the 
Anesthesiology Department in the Division 
of Critical Care assisting with clinical 
research.

A recent graduate of Marlborough School, 
Christine Chun (‘00) is attending Oberlin 
College. She received the Bank of America 
Award in Dance, which “recognizes a senior 
for her achievement and excellence in dance 
performance, and whose contribution to the 
Ensemble has been outstanding.” Christine 
also graduated as a Life Member of the 
California Scholarship Federation.

Engaged and living in Parker, Colorado, 
Steven Harwood (‘89) graduated from 
Pitzer College in film making and has done 
some stand-up comedy for fun. He’s 
written a book of humor, not yet in print. 
He travels a lot in his work, which is filming 
and website work for businesses.

Daryn Foster (‘01) happily entered 12th 
grade at Archer this past fall. She will serve 
as VP of Training for the Archer Student 
Store and a captain of the Dance Troupe 
during her senior year. As she begins 
preparing her college applications, she 
plans to major in business.

Joseph Blitzstein (‘89) is a professor of 
statistics at Harvard University.

Suzanne Waary (‘89) has been a teacher 
of 7th grade English at laurel Hall Middle 
School in North Hollywood for three years 
and loves it. She says PS#1 has affected 
her whole life profoundly.

Alumni Corner

The PS#1 Alumni Association

Sarton Weinraub visits 
the pyramids in Giza

“I’ve been writing with my Dad ever since I graduated from Pitzer College in ’02. Our 
books are supposed to be funny, in theory, and are titled so far, ‘The Bad Driver’s 
Handbook,’ and ‘The Dog Ate My Resume.’ They are both published by Santa Monica 
Press. We are currently writing a book which is currently titled, but subject to change, 
‘The Completely Excellent Counter-terrorist Family Handbook,’ which will be released in 
September.
 I have also been spending a lot of time in Chile, working with my new band, ‘kavorka,’ 
which is a rock band consisting of 1 gringos, and 3 Chilenos. Our first album is recorded 
and should be released in Chile soon, and hopefully online, too (www.kavorkaband.com 
or www.lkavorka.cl).”
- Zack Arnstein (‘92)

“I am studying for my playwriting MFA at the New School for Drama in New York City 
and rooming with fellow alumnus Casey Mortensen.”
- Nick Starr (‘91)

“The year was 1978, and my PS#1 education was complete. I could write my name within 
the lines on the paper, and I had mastered the abacus…more education seemed prudent, 
so I plugged away for another few years, earning a B.A. in Geography at UCLA, then 
a M.S. in Environmental Science at Indiana University. Finally, I attended Iowa State 
University to pursue a PhD—do you know how many boring research papers you have to 
read to get a PhD?? Half way through the program, I decided I’d had enough skoolin’ and 
headed west to begin life’s next phase.
 I’ve trained dogs to serve people with disabilities, done fieldwork for the Park 
Service at Crater Lake national Park, and sold office equipment. Currently, I’m a manager 
for the Rohnert Park, CA Target store.”
- Brad Hecht (’78)

“I have many memories of my time as a student at PS#1: having my teacher, Abbie, teach 
me right from left by writing a big L and R on my hands with a marker… having Joel 
ask me how I felt about my parent’s divorce in a way that showed me he really cared…
hearing Ellie tell me, when I asked why PS#1 stopped at elementary school, that, like in 
the movie ‘Harold and Maude,’ we all need to ‘carry on loving.’
 As a clinical psychologist currently living in Manhattan, all these memories seem so 
far away. Yet, more than ever I can feel the way PS#1 set me on my life’s path…Looking 
back, PS#1 upheld what I consider to be true humanistic ideals of unconditional 
acceptance, empathy, and genuineness for all.”
- Sarton Weinraub (Attended ’83-‘85)

Fast Forward:
2006–07     PS#1 celebrates the 
      next 35 years
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We try to include as many Alumni updates as space 
allows. If you were not included in this column, and you 
sent us an update, please look for your feature in an 
upcoming issue. We love hearing your news!



Play!

1454 Euclid Street
Santa Monica CA 90404

where knowledge meets imagination

April 2-6 Spring Break, no school
 13 Pajama Story Time, PS#1 Library, 6:30-7:15pm
 16-21 Community Service Earth Day Drive
 21 “2042”, PS#1 Annual Auction
  Fairmont Miramar Hotel, 6:30pm
  Call Lisa at extension 109 or email 
  Andi Holtzman at MadHarry1@aol.com for tickets
 26 School Tour, 8:45-10:45am

May 3  Open House
 10 School Tour, 8:45-10:45am
 11 Pajama Story Time, PS#1 Library, 6:30-7:15pm
 21-24  Graduates Trip
 22-24 All-School Camping Trip
 25 Post-Camping Trip Holiday, no school
 28 Memorial Day, no school

June 7 School Tour, 8:45-10:45 am
 14 Last Day of Classes and Graduation, 4:00pm
 15 Moving Up Day, 2:30pm

It's 2042
Save The Date!
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2006-2007 
Board of Directors

Jeff Dinkin, Chair
Avi Brosh
Chris Fillo
Lauren Fite
Nathan Goldberg
Buzz Harris
Hugh Harrison
Sharon Morrill
Joel Pelcyger
Abbie Perttula
Maggie Rosenfeld
Ron Segall
Bruce Tobey
Joanne Van Emburgh
Andrew Watts
Kedren Werner
Peter Werner
Alan Wertheimer

Head of School
Joel Pelcyger

Curriculum Coordinator
Elizabeth Ostrom

Director of Admissions
Andrea Roth

Director of Finance & 
   Operations
Maggie Rosenfeld

Director of Development
Lisa Wilson

Development Assistant
Heather Kallemeyn

Outreach Coordinator
Deirdre Gainor

Office Manager
Mindy Staley

Administrative Assistant
Evelyn Cazun

Facilities Manager
Wendell Hamick

After Care Director
Eva Tovar

Annual Auction Fundraiser
Saturday, April 21st, 6:30pm

Call Lisa at extension 109 or email 
Andi Holtzman at MadHarry1@aol.com 
for tickets

April 21, 2007   The Future arrives. 
     It’s 2042 at the Fairmont Miramar




