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What Is  
An Elementary School’s Job?
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Since 1971, PS1 Pluralistic School has 
learned that each young child comes to  
elementary school with their spark, 
motivation for learning, and enthusiasm 
intact. 
 What is an elementary school’s job?  
It is to keep that spark alive and to uncover 
the genius that exists within each and 
every child! 
 Elementary school is the time for 
children to feel connected to their own 
education, to build upon the zest for life 
they are born with, to foster their curiosity, 
to LOVE school, to believe in their drive 
and their ability to take on new challenges, 
to be fully engaged in learning, to make 
friends of all types, and to collaborate with 
their peers. 
 Your child is only young once! PS1 
honors childhood and creates a power ful 
foundation for learning and for life in  
these significant elementary years. 

At PS1 we believe: 

It’s not how smart a child is, 
but how a child is smart!
—Joel Pelcyger, Co-Founder & Head of School
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Fitting In  
Is About Being 
Yourself
A founding value of PS1 Pluralistic School, pluralism is 
the belief that a community is enriched when individual 
differences are respected and welcomed. 
 PS1 begins with the commitment and practice that 
Fitting In Is About Being Yourself. 
 Pluralism builds upon a child’s passions, interests, 
talents, and uniqueness. We value each child for who they  
are and what they bring to everyday life experience,  
both inside and outside the classroom. In turn, we get to  
work with a motivated, engaged, confident being—who 
develops a strong sense of self, is open to knowing 
others, and is ready to take on new challenges. Through 
a pluralistic education, each child uncovers, understands, 
values, and celebrates their unique contribution to the 
world. Not only that, they learn to do the same for others.  

Treat a child as though  
he already is the person he 
is capable of becoming.

–Haim Ginott
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What distinguishes the learning at PS1 is the conviction 
that each child has their own unique path. By studying our 
children we best discover how they learn. That learning 
is guided by two lead teachers in every classroom who 
create an academic framework with clear and challenging 
short and long term goals. This enables age-appropriate 
skill development in every aspect of the curriculum. 
 Students master traditional academic skills such as 
literacy, mathematics, history, and science through 
investigations in reading, writing, scientific discovery, 
mathematical fluency, social responsibility, design 
thinking, art, music, and physical development. Through 
these investigations we emphasize the development of 
creativity, resilience, compassion, and civic-mindedness. 
This challenging and comprehensive approach to 
education is based on:

•  MOTIVATION: Engaging children by getting to know 
what really interests them and building on those 
interests

•  TRANSDISCIPLINARY PLANNING: Project-based 
learning that interconnects subject areas to provide 
students multiple access points for their learning, and 
greater opportunities to spark intrinsic motivation

•  RIGOR: Students develop the capacity to understand 
content that is complex, ambiguous, provocative, and 
personally challenging

•  STRUCTURE: Teachers carefully structure the curriculum 
and the environment so that students have a sense of 
ownership over their learning and develop the ability to 
make choices 

By Studying Our 
Children  
We Best Discover 
How They Learn
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Multi-Age Grouping
We have a two grade-level equivalent range in all of 
our classes—(K|1, 1|2, 2|3, 3|4, and 5|6)—creating 
opportunities for changing peer groups and expanding 
circles of friends. In this way, each child experiences 
being both an older and a younger student in different 
years. This structure fosters resilience, flexibility, and 
connection—lifelong skills that help students thrive in 
many different kinds of environments. Parents, year after 
year, and generation after generation, come back and 
tell us that a two-year age range was the most important 
piece that made their children the well-rounded, well-
spoken, confident, comfortable, agile people they became 
as adults.

Clusters
Children learn to feel empowered, safe, and connected  
in our small school setting, not only within their 
classrooms, but also as part of a grouping of multi-age 
classrooms that we call Clusters. We have four Clusters: 
Youngers (K|1), Bridge (1|2 and 2|3), Middles (3|4), and 
Olders (5|6). There is a shared retreat space between 
every two classrooms to emphasize collaboration—
students on either side of the retreat are the same basic 
grade equivalents.
 Interacting with groups large and small allows each 
student to know every teacher and every other student in 
the school. Within these circles of belonging, PS1 students 
become self-assured individuals and confident learners.

Our Structure:
One Seven-Year  
Journey
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Life Science
Design
Engineering
Cross-Cutting Concepts
Earth Science

Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS)

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING

Self Awareness
Self Management
Responsible Decision-Making
Relationship Skills

Social Awareness

Global Awareness
Community Awareness
Citizenship
Social Justice
Identity

Stewardship
Environmental Awareness

Common Core
Cognitive Guided Instruction (CGI)

Tools

Reading
Writing
Word Study

Phonics

SCIENCE

MATH

LITERACY

SOCIAL STUDIES

Learning about oneself, one’s 
identity, relationships with others, 
and exploring family;

Developing curiosity about  
science through experiments and 
testing hypotheses;

Practicing active listening,  
building on each other’s ideas, 
listening to others with care,  
and public speaking;

Discovering mathematical 
thinking through hands-on math 
experiences;

Problem-solving with algorithms, 
patterns, sorting, data collection 
and analysis, geometry, graphing, 
addition and subtraction, and 
measurement;

Guided reading instruction 
surrounded by a print-rich 
environment;

Teaching phonetic patterns, 
spelling, and handwriting;

Writing and illustrating fiction  
and non-fiction;

Collaborative building and 
problem-solving.

K | 1

K | 1

K | 1

Youngers Cluster
(Grades K|1)

Curriculum Overview and Snapshot by Cluster
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Building community awareness, 
forming strong sense of identity, 
making connections;

Taking on leadership and service 
roles within the school community;

Accessing, analyzing,  
evaluating, and creating media  
to develop media literacy;

Refining grammar, sentence 
structure, and parts of speech to 
enhance writing complexity;

Reading investigations through 
book clubs, directed reading, text 
and website research. Drawing 
inferences from texts, comparing 
and contrasting ideas, concepts, 
and information from multiple 
texts;

Studying and applying vocabulary 
terminology from science,  
social studies, and math in written 
and oral communication;

Debating current events, using 
facts from various sources to 
support arguments;

Designing and engineering 
projects to examine systems and 
solve real-world problems;

Discovering, exploring, and 
developing an understanding of 
history;

Honing research and presentation 
skills, using multiple sources 
to build knowledge through 
investigating multiple aspects of 
the topic;

Interpreting, solving, and graphing 
mathematical data, rates and 
ratios, using variables and formulas 
to describe number patterns.

Practicing stewardship, 
responsibility, and caring for the 
community;

Active listening and conflict 
resolution, participating in 
collaborative conversations;

Understanding the rights  
and responsibilities of citizenship;

Exploring inquiry-based  
real-world problems;

Articulating thinking about 
mathematical strategies to  
deepen conceptual understanding;

Strengthening reading fluency 
and comprehension through word 
study, guided reading, book clubs, 
and read aloud;

Delving into personal narratives, 
poetry, non-fiction, information 
writing, persuasive speeches, 
petitions, letter writing and fairy 
tales;

Developing writing through 
planning, drafting, editing, revising, 
and publishing.

1 | 2

2 | 3

Bridge Cluster 
(Grades 1|2 and 2|3)

3 | 4

3 | 4

Middles Cluster
(Grades 3|4)

Expanding on collaborative skills 
and building productive learning 
teams;

Developing self-discipline and 
taking ownership of their learning 
process;

Reflective listening and 
understanding multiple points of 
view; advocacy for self and others;

Exploring a variety of genres, 
including informational text 
and fiction to identify literary 
themes and elements, such as 
characterization, key details, main 
idea, and story arc;

Developing critical thinking and 
comprehension skills (predicting, 
summarizing and inferring) 
through discussions and written 
assignments, using text to support 
ideas under discussion;

Writing as a tool for 
communicating ideas, information, 
and feelings;

Writing integrated within all 
curricular subjects (in math, social 
studies, science, and reading);

Practicing public speaking 
strategies, such as projection, eye 
contact, speaking clearly, engaging 
the audience, and wrapping up;

Investigating the number  
system, multiplication and division, 
decimals and fractions, and 
problem solving;

Applying mathematical strategies 
to problem solving and increasing 
abstract representations of math 
concepts.

5 | 6

5 | 6

Olders Cluster
(Grades 5|6)

Curriculum Overview and Snapshot by Cluster
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What Would You Do 
If You Knew You Couldn’t Fail?
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We know that students focus much more on the process 
of learning when they are not consumed by letter grades 
or rankings that inevitably compare students to each 
other. Research shows that grades diminish interest in 
learning, decrease the quality of students’ thinking, and 
create a penchant for the easiest possible undertaking. 
 We assess students holistically without the use of 
letter grades. Formative assessments are incorporated 
into classroom practice—during a project or lesson—to 
give teachers a clear sense of how a student is learning 
(and how the teaching should be adjusted to enhance 
that learning). Two times yearly, teachers write narrative 
assessments of the child’s growth in all subjects as part  
of the ongoing communication process. Formal parent- 
student-teacher conferences are conducted throughout 
the year to form, follow, and assess student goals, 
progress, and achievement.

From my first day of school 
in Youngers to my last day in 
Olders, teachers often asked 
me, ‘What do you think?’ It 
appears to be a very simple 
question but it carries 
thoughtfulness, and always 
made me reflect… Although 
PS1 does not give out letter 
grades, every year I found 
myself evolving as a student 
and wanting to do my best 
work. Not for my teachers, 
not for my mom and dad, 
but for myself.

 — Dylan, PS1 Alumnus 
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Celebrate  
the Many; 
Build One

Our School’s Vision Statement reads: “Celebrate the 
Many; Build One.” At PS1, students, parents, faculty, and 
staff are honored for the complexity and richness they 
bring to the community. In doing so, our school creates a 
cohesive learning community among all. 
 PS1 is a school for parents, too! Parents are active 
members of the community and opportunities abound 
for parents to participate in the life of the school—from 
helping on field trips and in the classroom, to teaching a 
Parent-in-Residence class after school, to volunteering 
on the Parents Guild, chairing a committee or event, or 
serving on the Board of Directors. 

PS1 students attend classes with our specialist teachers 
throughout the week, often in half-class groups, to 
allow for more individualized instruction both in their 
classrooms and with specialists. Specialist teachers in 
Art, Music, Library, Physical Education, and our STEAM 
Studio continuously work with classroom teachers to 
integrate the learning, resulting in projects that span 
many different subject areas. By offering many modalities 
by which to express themselves, specialists give students 
the opportunity to expand and connect their learning, 
take risks, experience the world in new ways, and feel 
empowered by their many capabilities.

The Creative Process
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The wider the range of possibilities  
we offer children, the more intense will  
be their motivations and the richer  
their experiences. 

— Louis Malaguzzi
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Life After PS1
Throughout their elementary years, students at PS1 
understand and appreciate that the journey of knowledge 
is a celebration of discovery. They learn to value their  
own ideas and bring curiosity and confidence into the 
learning process. 
 We end at 6th grade intentionally because it is the  
ideal time for students and families to step back and 
decide the next best fit for their middle and high school 
years. By this time, students have a well-defined sense of 
who they are as learners, leaders, and human beings—and 
we want them to choose the school that fosters these 
qualities in their next educational phase. For PS1 grad uates, 
that next best fit comes to be a traditional school just as 
often as a progressive school. 
 The high placement ratio of our graduates into 
independent secondary schools and their success at the 
private or public school of their choice stems directly 
from the well-rounded and rich elementary education 
which PS1 provides. Some of the many middle schools  
our graduates attend include: Archer, Brentwood,  
Campbell Hall, Chadwick, Crossroads, Geffen Academy, 
Harvard-Westlake, John Adams Middle School,  
Lincoln Middle School, Manzanita, Marlborough, Mirman, 
New Roads, New West Charter, Paul Revere, Polytechnic, 
Westmark, Wildwood, and Windward.

One of the great things about having 
been at PS1 is that you get to focus on 
yourself as an individual. In the middle 
school admissions process, I learned to 
search for the best place for me.

— Angela, PS1 Alumna
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What if you could enroll your  
child in a school that honors them  
for who they are, cultivates strength  
and conviction in their learning,  
and empowers them to reach their 
highest potential?

Join Us On a School Tour…

Contact our Admissions Office:
310.394.1313 x107
admissions@psone.org

Visit Us: 
PS1 Pluralistic School
1225 Broadway
Santa Monica CA 90404

www.psone.org

Ready For The Next Step?
PS1 Pluralistic School admits students 
of any race, color, religion, national 
and ethnic origin, sexual orientation 
or other legally protected status to all 
the rights, privileges, programs and 
activities generally accorded or made 
available to students at the School. It 
does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national and eth-
nic origin, sexual orientation or other 
legally protected status in its hiring or 
in the administration of its education-
al policies and programs, admissions 
policies, financial aid programs or 
other school-administered programs.

OUR COMMITMENTS:

Expert Faculty

Inspiring   Academ

ic
s

Joyful Learning
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Inspiring   Academ

ic
s Empowered Alumni

Joyful Learning

In

clu
sive Community
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PS1 Pluralistic 
School Philosophy 
Statement

At PS1, we recognize  
that every child is unique, 
so we built a school that 
nurtures individual talents 
and learning styles. 

That’s how children 
become the best versions 
of themselves, in a school 
where fitting in is about 
being yourself.

1225 Broadway  
Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.psone.org
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