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Conrad Liebowitz, Class of 2003
Conrad wrote in, “I am excited to announce
that I have launched my first company,
Samui Bags! I am importing handmade
bags from rural Thailand that are certified
Fair Trade and provide a sustainable source
of income for the people who make them. I
am passionate about creating a brand with
a strong social component and am excited
that Samui incorporates this!” He adds,
“I strongly believe my passion for helping
others stems directly from my experience
and education from PS1.” Check out the
website, www.samuibags.com.

In This Issue:

Tell us a little
about what you’ve
been up to in
recent years and
how Samui Bags
came about.

After graduating from Occidental College, I
visited the Thai island of Koh Samui (which
I named the brand after) and saw vendors
selling similar, brightly colored bags. My
partner, Alexandra, bought one for herself
and when we came back all of her friends
loved it and wanted one for themselves! A
light bulb went off and I started searching
for a fair trade manufacturer right away. My
career has been focused on marketing and
community outreach for companies that
contain a social mission, and I am applying
everything I learned from my current and
previous jobs to garner more traction and
outreach for Samui Bags.

How did your PS1
education help set
the foundation for
your academic and
personal pursuits?

My time at PS1 laid the foundation for who I
am today, both personally and professionally. My vision, creativity, problem-solving
abilities and confidence were all formed
during my time at PS1. I remember writing
intricate and beautiful stories about entirely
made up worlds as the teachers strongly
supported my creative vision and encouraged me to write and think in more detail
than I could have alone. This is just one
small example of how PS1 instilled in me a
foundation of creativity and confidence to
not limit myself. These qualities remain at
the heart of who I am and I rely on this foundation to tell the story of how Samui Bags
supports fair wages and ethical working
conditions for artisans in rural Thailand.

What are some
of the ways PS1
helped inspire
you to pursue
your interests
and passions?

PS1 always encouraged me to genuinely
connect with others regardless of gender,
race, religion, cultural background or any
other differences. During my time at PS1,
all the students were exposed to stories,
poetry and hands-on projects involving
different cultures. These formative years
taught me to live with an open heart and to
genuinely care for others. This exposure to
cultures from around the world has directly
influenced my passion for starting a company with a strong social mission. My goal
for Samui is to support entrepreneurs and
artisans globally and to provide them with
a direct sales channel to the United States,
which they previously would not have access to. PS1 laid the foundation for caring
about others, which constantly inspires me
to use business as a platform for generating
kindness and supporting others.
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What
You Do
With
What
You Know

Through an emphasis on connection and bringing out the best in
each child, more schools are becoming examples of what we want
in the larger world — schools where strength replaces fear, hope
replaces despondency, and connection replaces isolation. I am
proud that PS1 is one of the schools leading the way.
Looked at historically, our factory model of education was
created during the Industrial Revolution to seek to accomplish basic
skill development as large segments of the population moved from
rural areas to the cities. Increased literacy rates became the hallmark of success. Though the world has radically changed since
then, many schools are still organized around that singular model.
Over time, it was not considered enough for some just what we
would teach. This led to the birth of progressive education 100
years ago. The rights, responsibilities, feelings, interests, talents,
and yearnings of each child needed also be considered. Emphasizing
only what you know was too literal and considered irrelevant by too
many who were stuck in an unproductive system; emphasizing only
how you feel can be considered too touchy-feely. Combining both
what you know and how you feel about what you know is certainly
a good start.
However, there was still a missing piece; for us, that piece was
Connection. That is the pluralistic part of education — what you
do with what you know. It’s how we came up with the Three C’s
as PS1’s core values in our work with children — Competence,
Confidence, and Connection.
Competence
what you know
Confidence
how you feel about what you know
Connection
what you do with what you know
Since school is the place where young people spend such a
significant part of their childhood, all three values need to be
considered and programs need to be built around each and all of
them in order to be responsibly prepared for future life. We “wind
up” where we do based on the experiences we have, the parts of
us that get encouraged, the people that we meet, the relationships
that we build, what we come to see as important, the opportunities
that present themselves, and, yes, the connections that we make.
I have been speaking on our school tours about a major change
I have seen in the past twenty years. Those of us who grew up
before the turn of the century, including all parents today, predominantly had an experience rich, information poor background. With
the advent of the Internet, 24 hours cable news, smart phones,
social media, and the like, children since then have grown up more
in an information rich, experience poor world. 21st Century skills
need to focus on interrelationships, friendships, collaboration,
problem-solving, flexibility, creative leadership, understanding and
caring for others. Schools are the only required social organization
in people’s lives. The need for positive connection in schools is

Head's Column

more important than ever.
We’ve since learned we were on to something in our emphasis
and school vision (Celebrate the Many in Building One Inclusive
Community). Science and neuroscience back up our need for
Connection. Emily Esfahani Smith, writes: “Social connections are
as important to our survival and flourishing as the need for food,
safety, and shelter. But over the last fifty years, while society has
been growing more and more prosperous and individualistic, our
social connections have been dissolving. We are increasingly
denying our social nature, and paying a price for it. Over the same
period of time that social isolation has increased, our levels of
happiness have gone down, while rates of suicide and depression
have multiplied.”
Anthropologist Andrew Dunbar is quoted in the same article
(https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2013/10/social-connection-makes-a-better-brain/280934/): “The strongest predictor
of a species’ brain size is the size of its social group. We have big
brains in order to socialize.”
At PS1, we are intentional in assuring that connection can be
seen in many forms on our campus, in terms of our academic and
social-emotional programs, as well as the ways we build community.
In this issue of PeriScope, we are celebrating the connections being
made across the curriculum as students discover the wonder of
writing about what they grew in the garden or what they observed
in the stagnant ponds on their learning expedition, expanding their
mathematical skills to shop for groceries and cook a meal for the
homeless, and extending their study of the brain through music
and art.
By emphasizing the importance of connection as an educational
tool, PS1 expands the way our students see themselves in the world
and enhances their ability to be a part of the solution to the problems they face in a classroom, a cluster, a school and a community.
By emphasizing the joy that comes from skill acquisition when it
is grounded in discovery and experience and relates to a child’s
curiosity and interests, the learning connections sing!!!
The effects of a school system that separates us, creates winners
and losers, and excludes so many from what has been seen as the
American Dream are still in evidence every day. And yet the age of
dependence on test scores as a sole measure of a person’s abilities
IS waning. I’ve seen it written that revolutionaries “imagine time
as a stream flowing in the direction that they desire.” By that definition, I do see myself as a revolutionary.
The tide of history is on our side — the importance of schools
as social organizations fostering connections between people is
being seen by more and more parents, scholars, organizations,
speakers, and authors. The acquisition of learning skills and
information must fit into the context of making schools places
whose continuous goal is to be relevant to a child’s life experience.
Schools and life are about people and the daily and long-term
connections that we make, and the uses that we put to what
we know.

–Joel Pelcyger, Head of School
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PS Serves >
PS1 is again partnering with The People
Concern (formerly OPCC) in Santa Monica
to enhance and strengthen our commitment to community service. Initiated by
volunteer parents in collaboration with our
teachers and staff in 2014, PS SERVES is
now in its fourth year of building respectful
and productive connections in our local
community. In the first session of PS Serves
this fall, students prepared seasonal table
decorations, notes of appreciation, and a
healthful dessert for the residents of Turning
Point transitional home. The second session
culminated in a successful men’s socks and
underwear drive (items most in need by
the residents). Join PS Serves for Session 3,
beginning January 29!

Clubs >
It was another exciting year for the PS1
Clubs Program. “Clubs” is our very own
all-inclusive enrichment program during
which students and staff make connections
with one another, and build new friendships while participating in theme-driven
activities across all age groups, spanning
the wide range of interests and talents of
people on our campus. This year’s line-up
featured Just Say Gnome (the Garden
Club), Weaving Fabric and Stories,
Wondering with Stevie, Yarnbombing,
and Student Council, among others.
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< NAIS People of Color Conference
On November 30 and December 1, 19 PS1
teachers and staff attended the People
of Color Conference in Anaheim, CA to
discuss this year’s theme: Voices for Equity
and Justice Now and in Every Generation:
Lead, Learn, Rededicate, and Deliver. As a
pluralistic school, it is particularly appropriate to join with 6,000 educators from
schools all around the country to explore
issues around diversity and social justice,
marking PS1’s commitment to these issues
within our curriculum and in our everyday
lives.
When faculty and staff returned to
PS1 after the winter break, they gathered
together for a professional development
workshop to replicate the experience
with the rest of the faculty and staff with
hands-on activities to further foster an
inclusive culture at PS1.

< Family Festival
Our annual Family Festival is a wonderful
opportunity to come together as ONE
Pluralistic Community as we celebrate,
play, eat, and CONNECT! The “Greek
Mythology” themed Family Festival proved
to be a fun-filled community event with
activities for all ages. The addition of an
“Orpheum Theatre” talent show featured
“acts” from members of our community
(parents and students!) who wanted to
share their talents with our community
on stage.

Parent Education

Traditions
Old
&
New

Parent education is an integral part of
the PS1 parent experience, and this fall we
held several Parent Ed events, all focused
on the theme of connection between
home and school.
Our November 4th Parent Ed. Meeting
this fall, hosted by Genevieve Mow (PS1’s
Child Development Specialist), was a great
way to get the conversation started to
inform parents of our new partnership
with Common Sense Media. From digital
footprints to online safety, Common
Sense’s Connecting Families program helps
parents address important topics and have
meaningful conversations with their kids
about making great choices in their digital
lives. CSM’s regional director Lisa Solomon
shared important resources available to
PS1 parents through this new school
partnership.

Furthering our theme of Connection,
PS1 hosted author, parenting expert, and
founder of the Center for Reflective
Communities, Regina Pally, for an evening
presentation on November 16th focused
on her latest book The Reflective Parent:
How to Do Less and Relate More with Your
Kids. Dr. Pally’s talk focused on the notion
that relationships matter most in the life of
a child and provided parents with the skills
for building positive relationships with
their children.
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Curriculum Connections
“Connectivity is the organizing
principle of the human species”
Khanna, TED, 2016

An Introduction by Nancy Harding, PhD.,
PS1’s Assistant Head for Teaching and Learning
At PS1 Pluralistic School, Connectivity is the overarching curricular
theme inspiring our school curriculum this year. Connectivity
serves as a motivational reminder of PS1’s values and who we are
as a school community. It also serves as a core organizing principle
that we embed when we are developing and designing curriculum
for our students.
To begin, the faculty collectively explored the concept of
connectivity and determined together that they would embrace
this theme as an underlying principle for their work. To embed
connectivity in each class’s program, we use a method called
transdisciplinary planning. Transdisciplinary planning goes beyond
the traditional disciplines (math, reading, science, etc.) to prepare
our students with the integrated skills and concepts they need to
address the complex problems within the world, in present times
and in the future. Transdisciplinary planning fits into the PS1
mission, as we see teaching and learning as a holistic process that
involves the entire person: cognitive, physical, and social/emotional.
As you will see when you read each class’ overview, the theme
of connectivity ranges from the micro—the role of identity in
personal development, to the macro—how the climate of Southern
California helped shape an entire culture, connecting curriculum
across disciplines through project-based learning, exploration,
and curricular integration.

YOUNGERS CLUSTER

The Red Class is exploring the concept of
Community this year. Students are considering how communities teach us about working
together, communicating with each other,
and the importance of taking care ourselves,
each other, and our environment. We have
used the following essential questions to
guide us in this exploration: What is a community? What is my role in a community?
In learning about our community, we
began with learning about ourselves. Each
child explored their own identity and then
considered how each individual participates
in a classroom and school community.
One highlight that emerged from student
interests was a study of bees. A child found
a dead bee in the yard and that led us to
explore bee communities. Students learned
about the different jobs bees take on as part
of making their community the best it can
be. We made connections between bee communities and our classroom. Through this
transdisciplinary study, students connected
science, social studies, writing, reading, and
more to explore the overarching theme of
community.

RED
Class

The Orange class is studying identity
through literacy, art, and math. One way
we are celebrating identity is by sharing
the story and meaning of each child’s name
and learning how to spell it. To begin our
exploration of our physical and personal
traits, we read The Color of Me. As a class,
we discussed how all people come in all
different shades of brown. Each child
thoughtfully chose from various colored
paper to cut, tear, and arrange their own
facial features into a collage. After representing what we look like on the outside,
we moved into a discussion of who we are
on the inside. Each child listed several
adjectives to describe their personality
and added them to their collage.
In math, we are exploring the ways we
grow and change by graphing the number
of teeth each child has lost, measuring our
height, and counting body parts. Through
each of these activities, we are learning
about ourselves and our classmates,
noticing and sharing the traits that make
us unique, and the traits that we have in
common along the way.

ORANGE
Class

During a recent science discussion on the
parts of a plant, students and teachers in
the Yellow class exchanged ideas about
the roles that each of the parts plays. Our
talk led to the realization that people eat
all the parts of a plant! When we eat celery,
we are eating the stem of the plant. When
we eat potatoes, we are eating the roots
of the plant. Suddenly, one student raised
her hand and said, “Without plants, we
wouldn’t be able to survive!” This one comment opened up a spontaneous discussion
about how all living things on the earth are
connected! Some important conclusions
were: We eat plants to survive. Plants need
insects to eat pests and help pollinate.
Insects need plants for food and shelter.
We need insects to help us decompose
waste (think compost!). And so, we are all
interdependent on one another!

YELLOW
Class

Lucia
and
Gina

Preethi
and
McKendree

Bonnie
and
Kelly

5

BRIDGE CLUSTER

This fall, the Green class learned all about
how plants grow. Our learning goal was
for the students to understand how the
different variables that help a plant grow
are interconnected. In our first experiment,
the students planted lima bean seeds using
consistent methods and materials. In our
second experiment, students took what
they had learned, and used this information
to change one variable. Our class scientists had learned that plants need water,
soil, and sunlight to grow. Would changing
one of these factors affect the way a plant
develops? Over several weeks, the students
collected and recorded data using a formal
lab report format, and hypothesized, “How
will our plants grow?” Students considered the details about how to set up their
experiment and which materials they would
need to conduct the experiment. Some
interesting observations arose. Some of
the plants became odorous, especially the
one that received soda rather than water!
One plant grew just fine in wood chips, and
another plant that grew in the dark never
turned green. Students recorded their
data and set about drawing conclusions.
Using the information they had gathered,
students reflected on their hypotheses, and
also speculated about why their plant did
or did not grow. Throughout this unit, students looked at the connectivity between
plants and the elements that they need
for growth, and gained an understanding
of what happens to a plant when one part
of the interconnected process of growth
changes.

GREEN
Class
Holly S.,
Jamie, and
Loren

Curriculum Conn
The students in the Blue class have been
focusing on “How Living Things Depend
on Each Other in the Wetlands” as the
transdisciplinary topic. They participated
in learning expeditions to Malibu Lagoon
and Ballona Wetlands to identify and engage with living organisms in the wetlands.
These experiences were enriching and
empowering for the students as they witnessed the power of connectivity among
plants, animals, and microorganisms. To
further their connection, students have
also incorporated their knowledge in the
Studio. Chris, the Studio Director, and
the classroom teachers collaborated
and planned a hands-on project for the
students. Students were able to draw
from their experiences on the field trips,
specifically of placement of living things
and symbiotic relationships. The final
product was a mini-wetland habitat made
from a 2-liter plastic bottle that became
a home for fish, plants, soil, and water.
The students were proud of their endeavors
and became stewards of their mini-wetlands
in a bottle.
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BLUE
Class
Billy
and
Keondria

Through the lens of connectivity, the
Middle Cluster’s essential question was:
How did the environment shape the lives
of the indigenous people of L.A.?

MIDDLES CLUSTER

nections

The Indigo Class explored the human and
natural environment in Los Angeles and
how this impacted indigenous peoples.
An important aspect of this exploration
occurred through Learning Expeditions.
First, Indigo visited the Chumash Indian
Museum, where we learned about traditional
Chumash culture, and how the natural
environment helped shape the culture. Alan,
a Chumash elder, gave fascinating details
about the construction of tomols (Chumash
canoes) and how paddling to Santa Cruz
Island has become a renewed experience
for his people. We also learned how other
natural resources have been utilized to meet
the basic needs of the Chumash people, and
how storytelling has helped to explain how
the world came to be. Later we used this as
the inspiration for our Cluster Circle Time
(see more in the Violet section).
More recently the Middles classes visited
Santa Cruz Island. After a memorable
boat ride out to the island, we immersed
ourselves in the experience. One of the many
highlights was five moments of silence
on the mountain top, where we listened
intently to the sounds of nature and all
reconnected to the natural world and to
each other through this shared experience.

The Violet class also focused on understanding how the environment shapes
people’s lives. Together with the Indigo
class, students began their study of the
indigenous people of Los Angeles with a
learning expedition to the Chumash Indian
Museum. While listening to a Chumash
Pourquoi tale (origin story) that explained
why humans have five fingers, students
discovered how the environment impacts
not only survival but also how it shapes
storytelling. These beliefs and traditions
illustrate connectivity in many forms;
the connection of people to the land,
to plant life, and to all living creatures.
Students learned how indigenous cultures
tried to explain the mysteries that surround
existence. This sparked an interest in
examining how storytelling reflects
each tribal community, and how those
narratives strengthen their connectivity
to the environment.
Students read a variety of origin
stories that revealed possibilities of how
dolphins came to be, why there is an
eclipse, and why koalas have stumpy tails.
Each story shared common elements, like
starting off in an ancient time, having a
problem that causes a change, and ending
with an explanation of why something
exists. Then students wrote their own
Pourquoi tales about the origins of PS1
and shared them with the community at
the Middles Cluster Circle Time!

INDIGO
Class
LiAnne
and Kayla

VIOLET
Class
Kitaka and
Julie
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OLDERS 4
Holly F.
and Aarika

Building off of their study of the brain, the
Olders cluster explored the evolution of
human beings and the effect that their diet
and geography had on their development.
For this second transdisciplinary unit,
students worked in small groups to study
specific examples of Neolithic human groups.
Paying close attention to the environment
in which they lived, the food they ate, and
the technology they developed, as well as
interesting characteristics that made the
group unique, students drew connections
between the size of the brain and the
ability to reason. As brain size increased
so did technology; as technology became
more sophisticated, humans’ diet became
more varied, which in turn increased brain
size and so on.
The Olders Cluster Camping trip came
at an opportune time as students were
able to try their hand at shelter building
and fire starting using primitive tools and
techniques. Some students even used
found materials to make sculptures that
resembled spoons and axes.
In Holly and Aarika’s class, this study
also connected to a theme of survival in
two book clubs and an opportunity for
students to write their own survival story.
Each child in the class read and discussed
the theme of survival in Lois Lowry’s
The Giver, and in The Edge, by Roland
Smith. These novels, while very different,
shared characters who overcame personal
struggles, outwitted other individuals
nd survived extreme environments,
thus providing the class with excellent
examples of a plot, setting and character
development to inspire and enrich stories
of students’ own creation. From plane
crashes, historic settings and dystopic
battles to high school, eating disorders
and divorce, students are adding their
own spin on the theme.

Curriculum Conn
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OLDERS CLUSTER

nections

The Olders Cluster began their year-long
study of the human body with a comprehensive transdisciplinary unit on the
brain. In John and Carol’s class, students
investigated the body’s most important
and most mysterious organ using inquiry
and research. From the poetry of Emily
Dickinson to Brain Pop, to Google Kids and
a library of research materials, students
traveled from the frontal lobe and through
every crease and valley, down into the brain
stem and through the nervous system.
As a Cluster, students took their knowledge of “growth mindset” and presented
their findings in a stunning school Circle
Time. Their learning was demonstrated
and celebrated through art, dance, drama,
poems, music, acrobatics and science.
The Olders Cluster also welcomed Manny
Weiskopf (the father of Olders student,
Lauren), and his team of neurosurgeons
and brain experts to present to us some
remarkable innovations in treating brain
injuries, diseases and disorders. John and
Carol’s students have also created Brain
Games. These are board games, card
games, arcade games and party games
that all emphasize brain knowledge. Look
for the games to be on display at this
year’s Open House.

OLDERS 5
John
and Carol
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SPECIALISTS

Specialists
Weave Their
Disciplinary
Expertise
Together
to Create
Connectivity

The Specialist programs (in Art, Music,
Library, P.E., and Studio) strive to connect
projects and learning goals with subjects
the students are studying in their home
classrooms. Specialists see every child, in
every class, every week. The result is an
interconnected, meaningful, and motivating
curriculum that weaves across disciplines.
An example of this interconnectivity is
the Bridge Cluster’s Study of the Wetlands,
which culminated in a Cluster Circle Time
this fall. In Art, the students discussed
their in-depth study of our local wetlands
and created detailed collages inspired by
what they had observed during their field
trips to the wetlands. During class, the
students were introduced to a variety of
materials and learned about earth tone
colors, composition, landscape art, texture,
and layering. They drew amazingly detailed
drawings of plants living in the wetlands,
which opened up conversations about
native and invasive plants.
In Music, the different species of plants
in the Ballona and Malibu wetlands served a
source of inspiration for writing rap verses.
The life cycle of a plant was reenacted
through movement and was included as a
movement demonstration for the Cluster
Circle Time performance. The Haiku poetry
that students wrote about their field trips
to the Ballona and Malibu wetlands were
put to music that was played behind each
poem for the Cluster Circle Time.
The Studio took the topic of the Wetlands study and considered how students
could champion the restoration and protection of the Ballona Wetlands, involving
and educating the public as advocates and
stewards. The students created working
ecosystems inspired by what they had
observed during their field studies to the
local wetlands, focusing on the air, the
water, the soil, the animals, the plants, and
the bacteria in that area. When students
created a small ecosystem in a pop bottle,
they could see that life is interconnected
and when one living thing or species is
affected, so are they all. Students planned
together and designed detailed drawings
of their wetlands which included living
plants, soil and fish, which opened up
conversations about native and invasive
plants and animals. We called our projects,
“Layers of Learning.”

The P.E. program also supported this
learning by incorporating games and obstacle courses that encouraged teamwork
and cooperation, in order to demonstrate
that each person plays a vital role in making the community work (much like various
components within an ecosystem).
In the Library, students read, Wiley and
the Hairy Man (in a version by Molly Bang),
a wonderful trickster tale set in the bayous of
Mississippi—which also served as a perfect
Halloween story, in that the Circle Time and
Halloween both occurred in the same week!
The poet Joyce Sidman has published
many volumes of poetry combining poems
and information about the natural world.
Her Song of the Water Boatman provided
some inspiration and some Big Ideas about
Wetlands in advance of the performance,
so when students came together as a community in the MPR on Friday morning for
the Circle Time, they all arrived with some
notion about what a wetland was. The path
of connectivity extended to all the students
in the school, thanks to the Bridge Cluster
and the work of our Specialists!

Curriculum Connections
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ART
Lina

MUSIC

The STUDIO

Virginia

Chris

LIBRARY

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

Christina
Pedro
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The PS1 Alumni Association

AlumniCorner

Alumni Corner

We try to include as many Alumni updates as space
allows. If you were not included in this column, and
you sent us an update, please look for your feature in
an upcoming issue. We love hearing your news!

Dave Blair, 1974–80
Dave writes in, “I had a job in Jacksonville
for a couple of years shooting and editing
training and safety films (mostly for railroads like CSX), and I was on my friend
Aaron’s sailboat for the summer helping
him with his Photo Sails company. The boat
has Coors Light sails, and we sailed up
and down the Hudson (kind of like a giant
floating billboard).” To view more of Dave’s
work, visit: www.daveblairreel.com.
Amanda Payton, 1994–97
Amanda guest-starred on NCIS December
12 as Misty Boxlarter, the smart yet troubled M.I.T. dropout with a secret to keep.
Kate Berlant, Class of 1999
Kate’s comedic performance was featured
on Sarah Silverman’s show on Hulu
December 15th.
Drew Cortrite, Class of 2001
Drew was married to Sangmo Tamding on
August 19, 2016. PS1 sends best wishes to
the newlyweds!
Scott Tamaki, Class of 2004
Scott lives in Tokyo and works in the
recruiting field. He previously taught
English in Japan and says, “Much of my
time was spent supporting LGBT rights for
foreigners and Japanese. It’s significantly
harder for Japanese people to be “out” in
Japan because of the nature of the society.
While bigger cities like Tokyo and Osaka
are more progressive about LGBT rights,
people can still be fired for being gay
in the countryside. My work focused on
spreading awareness to children, parents,
and the general community through
passing out flyers, or discussing LGBT
issues in English presentations.”

On Giving Tuesday this year, PS1 launched its first-ever alumni
student giving campaign, thanks to a 1:1 matching grant challenge
by the Lufkin Family Foundation to support our Financial Aid
program. Everyone benefits when we have all kinds of diversity on
campus. Our PS1 graduates once thrived in our diverse community
and are now making the world a better place; this is a way for them
to support the future generations that will do the same. Follow us
on Instagram (and read their incredible news and updates right
here!) to see how our alumni are #PS1inspired.
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Elijah Kirkland-Cuffee, Class of 2007
Elijah just started a new position as Head
Coach of the Girls JV Basketball team at
The Milken Community School in Bel Air. He
welcomes you to come see a game! Elijah
is also the Brand Ambassador for Basecamp Fitness in Santa Monica. He invites
our readers to contact him for a free class
at elijahkirklandcuffee@yahoo.com. Elijah
is also embarking upon a music career and
will have a few songs completed early next
year. He’s finishing college at Grandview
University and often reflects on his years
at PS1 as the best years a kid could have.
Liam Stevens, Class of 2008
Liam attends Dartmouth College where
he is the Communications Manager of
the Greek Leadership Council (organizing
inter-house events and initiatives and in
charge of distributing funding to Greek
Houses). He is studying Cognitive Science
and says PS1 taught him how to be
true to himself!
Sophie Aaron, Class of 2011
Sophie is a freshman at Oberlin College.
She graduated from Marlborough School
last spring, where she was the Co-Editor in
Chief of The Edge, the school’s newspaper,
and participated in the school’s performing
arts program.

Rita Pisegna, Class of 2011
Rita is a freshman at USC and her interests
include Biological Sciences, entrepreneurship, and music. While at Windward, she
worked as a volunteer research assistant at
UCLA in the Department of Medicine. She
says the biggest takeaway from her PS1
experience is “to foster my creativity in addition to earning the confidence necessary to
solve real-world problems and challenges.”
Amanda Reymer, Class of 2011
Amanda chose to attend the University
of Notre Dame this fall, after completing
her studies at Windward School. During
high school, she was the Editor in Chief
of the yearbook, captain of the varsity
girls’ tennis team where she earned MVP
honors, founder and president of MIND–the
Psychology Club–which had the largest
membership of a student-run organization
on campus, and Chairperson of the prom
committee her senior year. She plans to
study Marketing and Psychology and is
figuring out how to handle the lake effect
snow and freezing temperatures typical
of a northern Indiana winter!
Louis Waldman, Class of 2011
In a gap year before studying sports
management at the University of Oregon,
Louis is working for Adidas at their North
American headquarters in Portland, Oregon.
Louis is also volunteering at Harper’s
Playground, a nonprofit that builds playgrounds that are particularly friendly for
children with disabilities.

Scott Tamaki, Class of
2004

Remy Teitelbaum, Class of
2017 celebrating her Bat
Mitzvah this fall with many
PS1 friends.

Dylan Santana, Class of
2016 with Chris Kuzina at
the Holiday Concert

Claire Asten and Erika
Tinsley, both Class of 2017
at the Holiday Concert

Dave Blair, 1974–80

Drew Cortrite, Class of
2001

Jackson Garland, Class
of 2014

Liam Douglass, Class of 2012
Liam’s football prowess was featured in
an L.A. Times article this summer. Liam is
graduating from Harvard-Westlake this
year and was a featured panelist at our
Life After PS1 event in November.
Olivia Fishman, Class of 2014
Olivia attends Windward School and has
volunteered this fall in PS1’s Studio, lending
her expertise in Coding to our students.

Avery Hill, Class of 2006
(PS1’s Business and Development Asst.) with former
PS1 teacher Jaime Patane
Carraher, who came back
for a visit this fall!

Jackson Garland, Class of 2014
For his 16th birthday, Jackson invited
friends to a town hall meeting to help the
Ballona Wetlands, a cause he has been
deeply engaged in since his time at PS1.
Alex Hyman, Class of 2017
Studying densities, Alex’s class at HarvardWestlake used Coca-Cola as a variable in
the experiment. Alex wondered if different
kinds of Coke would cause different
reactions, and asked if he could lead a new
experiment to test his theory. His parents
sent us a glowing email from Alex’s science
teacher commending him, saying, “I am so
proud of his willingness to explore our concepts in greater detail - he truly contributes
a wonderfully curious personality in our
3rd-period class.” Way to go, Alex!

Alex Hyman, Class of 2017

Liam Douglass, Class of
2012 and Noah Brandy,
Class of 2019 at Life
After PS1

Elijah Kirkland-Cuffee,
Class of 2007

Louis Waldman, Class of
2011

Olivia Fishman, Class of 2014 volunteering
in The Studio at PS1
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Save The Date!
Upcoming Parent Ed
on April 24…
Blue Class Thanks Our
Local Firefighters
After the wildfires this December, students in the Blue Class wrote
letters of appreciation to local firefighters and visited a fire station
to express their gratitude in person. Students sang a song to the
firefighters and then enjoyed a tour of the station and a demo of
their equipment.

Connect With Us!
Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram #PS1inspired

Network with us on Linkedin

Back by popular demand, PS1 welcomes
back cyber education expert Lori Getz
for a morning presentation for parents
focused on Redefining Internet Safety (“A
full explanation of how kids use technology,
how to keep them safer, rules and guidelines
worth implementing, and a new way of
discussing privacy, friendship, predators,
and overall health”). That same morning,
Lori will also host two student-parent
education workshops (one with 3rd and
4th grade equivalent students and their
parents and one with 5th and 6th grade
equivalent students and their parents).

